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A warm welcome to our Parish Eucharist on 

Easter Day 2021 
 

 

Our service is being live streamed to YouTube  
 

Rev’d Sean Semple will preside and preach; the Rev’d Tiffany Jackson will be 
our deacon.  
 

The Setting is A Mass for St Thomas – Thorne 

 
The Gathering 

All gather outside the church by the cross below the tower.  
 

The lighting of the Paschal candle and welcoming the 
Easter Light  

The president says 

This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ was 
raised gloriously from the dead, crushing the 
power of sin and destroying the sting of death. 
Throughout the world Christians celebrate the 
mighty power of God as Christ calls us out of 
darkness to share in his marvellous light.  
May we, and all Christ’s people, shine as lights 
in the world to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJey2DNqqIAVHDOl-MrfG1A/videos
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The deacon holds the candle while the president lights it, saying: 

Christ yesterday and today, 
All   the beginning and the end, 
 
Alpha and Omega, 
all time belongs to him, and all ages; 
All   to him be glory and power, 

through every age and for ever. Amen. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
The acclamation is repeated several times, getting louder each time.  

 
The deacon lifts up the Paschal Candle saying  

The light of Christ. 
All   Thanks be to God. 
 
The children make a joyful noise on percussion while everyone shouts   

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Hymn 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won; 
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 

 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 

 
Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
for her Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting. Thine be … 
 
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life; 
life is nought without thee: aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love: 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. Thine be … 
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Procession 

Exultet – Richard Shephard (pre-recorded) 
The Easter Candle leads the procession from the outside Cross to the Easter 
Garden, and is placed near to the entrance of the tomb. 

 

Gathering Prayer 

The president says 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
To you be glory now and for ever. 
In your great mercy you have given us a new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
By your blessing, may we who have prepared this garden 
 in celebration of his victory 

be strengthened in faith, 
know the power of his presence, 
and rejoice in the hope of eternal glory. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
All   Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Children move the stone from the entrance to the tomb.  
 
The president asks: What can you see? 
Child 1: Just folded grave clothes! 
Child 2: He’s not there!  
Child 3: An angel said:  
Child 4: ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said.’   

      (Matthew 28.5,6) 
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All the children say loudly together: He is risen! 
Everyone repeats: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
A flame is taken from the Pascal Candle, and candles around the Easter 
Garden are lit by parents and children while the president prays: 
 
Risen Lord Jesus, 
as Mary Magdalene met you in the garden 
on the morning of your resurrection, 
so may we meet you today and every day: 
speak to us as you spoke to her; 
reveal yourself as the living Lord; 
renew our hope and kindle our joy; 
and send us to share the good news with others. Amen. 
 
The families return to their places.  
 

Hymn   

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia, 
our triumphant holy day; alleluia, 
who did once upon the cross; alleluia, 
suffer to redeem our loss; alleluia! 
 
Hymns of praise then let us sing; Alleluia, 
unto Christ our heavenly king; alleluia, 
who endured the cross and grave; alleluia, 
sinners to redeem and save: alleluia! 
 
But the pains which he endured; Alleluia, 
our salvation have procured; alleluia, 
now above the sky he's King; alleluia, 
where the angels ever sing: alleluia! 

 
Prayer of Penitence 

Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.  
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Silence is kept. 
 
Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
when we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All   Lord, have mercy. 
 
Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
when we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. 
All   Christ, have mercy. 
 
Like Thomas in the upper room, 
when we are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

Absolution 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia 

 
The Collect 
 
Let us pray that we may reign with the risen Christ in glory. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
God of glory, 
by the raising of your Son 
you have broken the chains of death and hell: 
fill your Church with faith and hope; 
for a new day has dawned 
and the way to life stands open 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 

 

The Liturgy of the Word  
First Reading  Acts 10.34-43                   Read by Janet Nelson 

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but 
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to 
the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord  

All Thanks be to God   
 

Gradual  
Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name. 
 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
He is the King of creation.  
Spread the good news o’er all the earth. 
Jesus has died and has risen. Alleluia … 
 
We have been crucified with Christ. 
Now we shall live forever.  
God has proclaimed the just reward: Alleluia … 
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Life for all men, alleluia!  
Come, let us praise the living God, 
Joyfully sing to our Saviour. Alleluia … 

 

The Gospel – Mark 16.1-8 
One of the children collects the gospel book and holds it open for the 
deacon to read. This acclamation heralds the Gospel reading 
 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. 
All   Alleluia. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint 
him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, 
they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, ‘Who will roll 
away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ When they looked 
up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled 
back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white 
robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, 
‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they 
laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.’ So they went out and 
fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they 
said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
The Sermon   
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The Creed 
Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church.  
Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
All   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 
All I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 
All I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession   Led by Peter Reynolds 

The response to 'Lord we pray' is 'Fill us with Faith, Hope and Love' 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament  
 
The Peace  
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you 
All   and also with you. Alleluia. 
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The deacon says  
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

All are invited to exchange a socially distanced sign of peace, greeting one 
another with these words: Christ is risen. 
You might like to use the chat to exchange The Peace with others in their 
homes. 

 
The Offertory  
We now come to our offertory. This is a time to thank God for his provision as well 
as give back to God and his work. You can give even if you are not able to attend 
church in the following ways: 

 through the Parish Giving Scheme, details at 
rossparishes.uk/giving 

 by scanning this QR code 

 use the PayPal donate button on the address above 

 use the PayPal Giving Fund button on Facebook 

 sending your offering to the church office or 
dropping it off there during your daily exercise walk.  

 by dropping it in the offerings box or using the contactless card reader by 
the north door of the church, which remains open during the lockdown 

However you give, if you pay tax in the UK, please complete a Gift Aid form (online 
– address above, or on paper) so that we can add 25% to your gift at no cost to 
you. 
 

Offertory Hymn 
The strife is o’er, the battle done; 
Now is the Victor’s triumph won; 
O let the song of praise be sung: 
Alleluia! 
 
Death’s mightiest powers have done their worst; 
and Jesus hath his foes dispersed; 
let shouts of praise and joy outburst: 
Alleluia! 
 
On the third morn he rose again 
glorious in majesty to reign; 
O let us swell the joyful strain: 
Alleluia! 

https://rossparishes.uk/giving
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Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee 
from death’s dread sting thy servants free, 
that we may live, and sing to thee 
Alleluia! 

 
Preparation of the Table 
Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, 
our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the breaking of bread. Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

 
Almighty God, good Father to us all, 
your face is turned towards your world. 
In love you gave us Jesus your Son 
to rescue us from sin and death. 
Your Word goes out to call us home 
to the city where angels sing your praise. 
We join with them in heaven’s song: 
 

Sanctus and Benedictus 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that comes from heaven.  
To the darkness Jesus came as your light. 
With signs of faith and words of hope 
he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean. 
This is his story. 
All   This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The crowds came out to see your Son, 
yet at the end they turned on him. 
On the night he was betrayed 
he came to table with his friends 
to celebrate the freedom of your people. 
This is his story. 



11 

 

All   This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
This is my body, given for you all. 
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; 
he took the cup, gave it and said: 
This is my blood, shed for you all 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
This is our story. 
All   This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate the cross 
on which he died to set us free. 
Defying death he rose again 
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 
This is our story. 
All   This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Send your Spirit on us now 
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 
with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 
May we and all who share this food 
offer ourselves to live for you 
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 
where all creation worships you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
All   Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Believing the promises of God, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
All   Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
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Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
 
Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
 
All   Lord, our hearts hunger for you; give us this bread always. 
 

Giving of Communion 
The president says 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Spiritual Communion 
 All  Come into my heart, Lord Jesus. 

May all that is you flow into me. 
May your body and blood be my food and drink. 
May your passion and death be my strength and life. 
Jesus, with you by my side enough has been given. 
May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross. 
Let me not run from the love which you offer 
but hold me safe from the forces of evil.  
On each of my dyings shed your light and your love. 
Keep calling to me until that day comes 
when with your saints, I may praise you for ever. Amen.  
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Communion   This Joyful Easteride – arr Wood 

 
This joyful Eastertide, 
away with sin and sorrow. 
My Love, the Crucified, 
hath sprung to life this morrow: 
 
Had Christ, that once was slain, 
ne'er burst his three-day prison, 
our faith had been in vain; 
but now is Christ arisen, 
arisen, arisen, arisen. 
 
My flesh in hope shall rest, 
and for a season slumber: 
till trump from east to west 
shall wake the dead in number: Had Christ … 
 
Death's flood hath lost its chill, 
since Jesus crossed the river: 
Lover of souls, from ill 
my passing soul deliver: Had Christ … 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
God of Life, 
who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son 
to the death of the cross, 
and by his glorious resurrection 
have delivered us from the power of our enemy: 
grant us so to die daily to sin, 
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Post Communion   
Ye choirs of new Jerusalem, 
your sweetest notes employ, 
the paschal victory to hymn 
in strains of holy joy. 
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How Judah's Lion burst his chains, 

and crushed the serpent's head; 

and brought with him, from death's domains 

the long-imprisoned dead. 

 

From hell's devouring jaws the prey 

alone our leader bore; 

his ransomed hosts pursue their way 

where he has gone before. 

 

Triumphant in his glory now 

his sceptre ruleth all; 

earth, heaven and hell before him bow 

and at his footstool fall. 

 

While joyful thus his praise we sing, 

his mercy we implore, 

into his palace bright to bring 

and keep us evermore. 

 

All glory to the Father be, 

all glory to the Son, 

all glory, Holy Ghost to thee, 

while endless ages run. 

Alleluia, Amen 

 
The Notices for the Week 
Please see our newsletter and website for up-to-date parish news and 
notices. rossparishes.uk 

 
The Blessing and Dismissal 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
The president says 

http://www.rossparishes.uk/
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God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 
open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life.  
All   Amen. 
 
God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, 
give you joy as you share the Easter faith. 
All   Amen. 
 
God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, 
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace.  
All   Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
All   Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
The deacon says 
With the risen life of Christ within you, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The deacon invites the children and members of the congregation in 
church to hunt (in a socially distanced way) for Easter Eggs in the church 
grounds as they leave.   
 
 
 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today!  

May the faith, the hope and the love of Christ inspire and 
guide your life  
in the week ahead. 
 
Virtual coffee follows immediately after this service - an 
opportunity for socialising in a safe way from your own 
home. Do join us. 
You will find the link at rossparishes.uk/digital-services  

 

 

https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services
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If you would like to give thanks for God’s provision as well as give back to God’s 
work, you can give even if you are not able to attend church: 

 through the Parish Giving Scheme, details at rossparishes.uk/giving 

 by scanning this QR code 

 use the PayPal donate button on the address above 

 use the PayPal Giving Fund button on Facebook 

 sending your offering to the church office or dropping it off 
there during your daily exercise walk.  

 by dropping it in the offerings box by the north door of the 
church which remains open during the lockdown 

However you give, if you pay tax in the UK, please complete a Gift Aid form 
(online – address above, or on paper) so that we can add 25% to your gift at no 
cost to you. 
 

Our services next week  
 

Thursday 8th April 
10am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s 
 
Sunday 11th April 
8am   Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Benefice Eucharist from St Mary’s 
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