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Zoom Maundy Thursday Service 2021 
 

Welcome to our Maundy Thursday Service. Just over 40 days ago we begin our 
holy journey to Easter with ashes in the shape of a cross. Tonight, that journey is 
almost at an end, and we now gather to remember and participate in the events 
that centred on Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples. We sit in our homes but in a 
few moments, we will journey spiritually to an Upper Room in Jerusalem some 
2000 years ago. There we will join with Jesus Christ in a spiritual Eucharist and 
hear the story of his betrayal and arrest.  
 
Silent reflection is very important to this service, and so please mute your mike 
unless you are reading.  
 
We begin our service by each lighting a candle.  
 
It was the evening before Jesus crucifixion. Jesus knew he would die the following 
day but the disciples were slow to understand this. So, Jesus shared the evening 
meal with his disciples and invested this very ordinary occasion with a deeper and 
sacramental meaning.   
 

The Holy Eucharist 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ says: 
‘If you love me, keep my commandments.’ 
‘Unless I wash you, you have no part in me.’ 
‘Let us confess to almighty God our sins against his love, 
and ask him to cleanse us. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Have mercy on us, O God, 
in your great goodness; 
according to the abundance of your compassion 
blot out our offences. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All   Lord, have mercy. 
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Against you only have we sinned 
and done what is evil in your sight. 
Christ, have mercy. 
All   Christ, have mercy. 
 
Purge us from our sin and we shall be clean; 
wash us and we shall be whiter than snow. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

May the Father forgive us 
by the death of his Son 
and strengthen us 
to live in the power of the Spirit 
all our days. 
Amen. 

 
Let us pray that we may love one another as Christ has loved us. 
Silence is kept. 
 
God our Father, 
your Son Jesus Christ was obedient to the end 
and drank the cup prepared for him: 
may we who share his table 
watch with him through the night of suffering 
and be faithful. 
Amen. 
 

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’  
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All   and also with you. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All  His Spirit is with us. 
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Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is always right to give you thanks, 
God our Creator, 
loving and faithful, 
holy and strong. 
You made us 
and the whole universe, 
and filled your world with life. 
 
You sent your Son to live among us, 
Jesus our Saviour, Mary’s child. 
He suffered on the cross; 
he died to save us from our sins; 
he rose in glory from the dead. 
 
You send your Spirit 
to bring new life to the world, 
and clothe us with power from on high. 
 
And so we join the angels 
to celebrate and say: 
 
All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Father, on this night, this very night before he died, 
Jesus shared a meal with his friends. 
He took the bread, and thanked you. 
He broke it, and gave it to them, saying: 
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Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me. 
 
After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. 
He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you. 
This is my blood, 
the new promise of God’s unfailing love. 
Do this to remember me. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
 
All  Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
Father, as we bring this bread and wine, 
and remember his death and resurrection, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that we who share these gifts 
may be fed by Christ’s body and his blood. 
Pour your Spirit on us 
that we may love one another, 
work for the healing of the earth, 
and share the good news of Jesus, 
as we wait for his coming in glory. 
 
For honour and praise belong to you, Father, 
with Jesus your Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
one God, for ever and ever. 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
All   Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
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Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
 
Every time we eat this bread 
and drink this cup, 
All   we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 
 
All   We present to you our bodies and souls  
as living sacrifices,  
with the earnest wish  
that we may always be united with you.   
And since we cannot now all  
receive you sacramentally,  
we pray that you will  
come spiritually into our heart.  
We unite ourselves to you,  
and embrace you with all the strength  
of our souls and the life you have given us.  
Let nothing ever separate us from you.  
May we live and die in your love. Amen.   

 
Silence is kept. 
This Post Communion is said 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament 
you have given us the memorial of your passion: 
grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries 
of your body and blood 
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that we may know within ourselves 
and show forth in our lives 
the fruit of your redemption, 
for you are alive and reign, now and for ever. 
All   Amen. 
 

Tenebrae (A service of shadows) 
 
As we read and recall the story of that night 2000 years ago, I now ask everyone 
but the readers to switch off the lights in the room in which you are sitting, but to 
leave your candle burning. This symbolises the advancing darkness that came over 
Jesus with the flight of his disciples, the bitter hatred of his enemies and the 
looming shadow of the cross.   
 
Eight short readings follow. At the end of each reading the reader will extinguish 
the candle with them, switch off the lights in their room, and will continue the 
service in darkness. I invite those not reading to extinguish your candle after any 
one of the first seven readings. When I come to read the last reading, I should be 
the only reader with the lights in my room on, and my candle lit. At the end of my 
reading, I will blow out my candle and will switch my light off. We shall sit in the 
dark for one minute to recall the time Jesus spent in the tomb.  After this minute I 
will then then relight my candle to remind us of the victory of Easter that we shall 
soon celebrate: All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of Christ.   
 
When the candle has been relit, our service will be over and I invite you to then 
quietly leave the Zoom session.  
 
Reader 1:  (John 13:21-30)  William Hazelton 
After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “I tell you the 
truth, one of you is going to betray me.” His disciples stared at one another, at a 
loss to know which of them he meant. One of them, the disciple whom Jesus 
loved, was reclining next to him. Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, 
“Ask him which one he means.”  
Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?”  
Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have 
dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, 
son of Simon. As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.  
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“What you are about to do, do quickly,” Jesus told him, but no one at the meal 
understood why Jesus said this to him. Since Judas had charge of the money, some 
thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the Feast, or to give 
something to the poor. As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it 
was night.  
 
The reader extinguishes their candle. 
  
Reader 2:  (Matthew 26:31-35)  Elaine Leney 
Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it 
is written:  
”‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I 
have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”  
Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.”  
“I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, 
you will disown me three times.”  
But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all 
the other disciples said the same.  
 
The reader extinguishes their candle. 
 
Reader 3: (Luke 22:39-44)   Viv Price 
Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. On 
reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” 
He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, “Father, 
if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” An 
angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. And being in anguish, 
he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the 
ground.  
 
The reader extinguishes their candle. 
 
Reader 4: (Mark 14:37-41)   Judith Wiggins 
Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Simon,” he said to 
Peter, “are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour? Watch and pray 
so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.”  
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Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. When he came back, he 
again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They did not know 
what to say to him.  
Returning the third time, he said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? 
Enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners.  
 
The reader extinguishes their candle. 
 
Reader 5: (John 18:2-8)    Melanie Mellor 
 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met 
there with his disciples. So Judas came to the grove, guiding a detachment of 
soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and Pharisees. They were carrying 
torches, lanterns and weapons.  
Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, 
“Who is it you want?”  
“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.  
“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) When 
Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.  
Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?”  
And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”  
“I told you that I am he,” Jesus answered. “If you are looking for me, then let these 
men go.”  
 
The reader extinguishes their candle. 
 
Reader 6: (Luke 22:54-62)   Peter Reynolds 
Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high 
priest. Peter followed at a distance. But when they had kindled a fire in the middle 
of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. A servant 
girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This 
man was with him.”  
But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said.  
A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.”  
“Man, I am not!” Peter replied.  
About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is 
a Galilean.”  
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Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was 
speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then 
Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster 
crows today, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept 
bitterly. 
 
The reader extinguishes their candle. 
 
Reader 7: (Matthew 26:59-68)  Tarquin Wiggins 
The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against 
Jesus so that they could put him to death. But they did not find any, though many 
false witnesses came forward.  
Finally two came forward and declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the 
temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’”  
Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? 
What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” But Jesus 
remained silent.  
The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if 
you are the Christ, the Son of God.”  
“Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the future you will 
see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the 
clouds of heaven.”  
Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do 
we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. What do 
you think?”  
“He is worthy of death,” they answered.  
Then they spat in his face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped him and 
said, “Prophesy to us, Christ. Who hit you?”  
 
The reader extinguishes their candle. 
 
Reading 8:  (Matthew 27:1-2;11-26)  Sean Semple 
Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people came to the 
decision to put Jesus to death. They bound him, led him away and handed him 
over to Pilate, the governor.  
 Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the king 
of the Jews?”  
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“Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied.  
When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. Then 
Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?” 
But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge—to the great amazement of 
the governor.  
Now it was the governor’s custom at the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the 
crowd. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. So when the 
crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to 
you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” For he knew it was out of envy that 
they had handed Jesus over to him.  
While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t 
have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today 
in a dream because of him.”  
But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and 
to have Jesus executed.  
“Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor.  
“Barabbas,” they answered.  
“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?” Pilate asked.  
They all answered, “Crucify him!”  
“Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.  
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”  
When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was 
starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent 
of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!”  
All the people answered, “Let his blood be on us and on our children!”  
Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him 
over to be crucified.  
  
The last candle is extinguished.  
 
After 1 minute’s darkness Sean relights the central candle, and everyone leaves the 
Zoom session in silence. 
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