
This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: Morning Prayer- rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Tuesday 9th March 7:15pm The Prayer Course 

Wednesday 10th March 11:15 Ponder and Pray 

Thursday 11th March 

10am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 

11am Thursday Prayer Group 

Friday 12th March 4pm Leaf Youth Group via Zoom 

Sunday 14th March 

8.00am  Livestreamed BCP Communion Service - Ross 

9.30am  Livestreamed Benefice Eucharist Service - Ross 
11.00am Family Zoom Service 

Please note: All pre-recorded services will be available on the website (rossparishes.uk) 
and livestreamed services will be available on the Ross Parishes Facebook page or 
YouTube. If you are having trouble accessing any services online please contact 
mark@rossparishes.uk or the church office.  

7th March 2021 
Third Sunday of Lent 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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The Egg-citement of Lent in the Ross Parishes 

Easter eggs, as well as other chocolates, are available to or-
der on the Fairtrade page of the church website. You can 
browse the catalogue on the Traidcraft website and then order 
through our website. Order by March 20th. 
 
Online Christian Meditation continues  
during Lent on Thursdays 11th and 25th March at 7.30pm with 
WCCM leader Tina Jefferies. Please contact Chris if you would 
like a Zoom link. 

Lent Lockdown Rockwalk at St Michaels Church, Walford. 
Come and follow the new rock walk to St Michael’s church as 
we look forward to the Light of Easter. You are  
invited to paint your own stones to go along the path from the lychgate 
to the church. After Easter the stones will be placed in church and can 
be reserved for a donation to church funds. For more information con-
tact Sarah Blanchard 01989 762368 or sm.king@btinternet.com. 

Lent Reflections Join us during Lent on Zoom for 'A Time to Ponder 
and Pray,' at  11:15am each Wednesday. 

Do you like making things beautiful?  We would love some 
more people to join the flower rota, to keep our  church   
looking beautiful.  If you’re interested please contact Freda,  
01989 562366 or freda@rossparishes.uk 

100 Club Draw - The February draw took place last week 
and the winners are: 1st Prize  Howard Owen  2nd Prize 
Julian Utting  3rd Prize Fiona Drummond 

 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: James 3.13-18 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are 

done with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition 

in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come 

down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and 

selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wis-

dom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and 

good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is 

sown in peace for those who make peace. 



 

A Letter from Archdeacon Derek 

Easter this year falls very early and it feels like only yesterday that we finished celebrating 
Christmas.  One impact of COVID-19 and the pandemic is that time can feel somewhat 
stuck.  It reminds me a little of the film ‘Groundhog Day’ where the main character is 
trapped in a world where he simply repeats February 2nd over and over again!  I think if we 
are not careful our spiritual lives can get stuck too, with little opportunity to worship 
together in church and limited social interaction, we can very easily become dislocated 
from our faith and from each other. 
 

This Lent is a prime opportunity to set time aside to realign our spiritual lives.  John writing 
his Gospel gives us a wonderful picture in chapter 15 of the vine and its branches.  In that 
Jesus says to his disciples: 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me, you can do nothing… This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much 
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” John 15 5-8 
 

If we are going to be effective disciples, we need our lives to be rooted in Jesus. We have to 
learn not just to listen to Jesus’ words but live them out.  I think one of the reasons many of 
us find the pandemic restrictions so hard is that the Christian faith is primarily lived out in 
the community and is not a solitary or individual activity. 
 

If we are going to make the most of Lent then we need, as a church, to rediscover a 
communal faith which looks outwards. To put our faith not in an institution called ‘church’ 
but instead in the person of Jesus who longs to change us into the people God created us 
to be.  
 

However, you use these coming weeks why not discipline yourself to spend a few minutes 
each day to reflect on your spiritual journey and your relationship with God, to offer 
yourself to Him that we might become more like Him. 

Derek Chedzey,  Archdeacon of Hereford 

 

   

Gospel Reading: Matthew 19.13-15 

Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on them 

and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them; but Jesus said, ‘Let the 

little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the  

kingdom of heaven belongs.’ And he laid his hands on them and went on his way. 



Gospel readings through this week  
Mon: John 7.37-52 
Tues: John 7.53-8.11 
Weds: John 8.12-30 
Thurs: Luke 11.14-23  
Fri: John 8.48-end 
Sat: John 9.1-17 
Sun: Luke 2.33-35 
https://rossparishes.uk/faith-at-home/  

In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Sheila Walshaw and Doreen Bartrip  
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 

Those who have died… 

Anthony Beizsley, Bertie Comerford and 
Kim Jack 

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
For those on the medical front line of the 
pandemic, especially at Ross Community  
Hospital. 
For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students. For all businesses in 
Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts, for the 
prosperity of business in 2021, and for all 
who face anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

Prayer for today 

Almighty God, 
whose most dear Son went not up to joy 

but first he suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was 

crucified: 
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way 

of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life 

and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 

Lent Prayer 

O Loving Compassion 
Lead me into the desert 
Into the stillness and silence 
Where I face my own wild beasts. 
May Your Voice of Love 
Counter those of the accuser within. 
Destroy all in me that is not of You 
Show me my beauty 
Help me to truly see who I am 
Whose I am 
And for what purpose I am here 
At this time in my life. 
Open my heart to Your Love 
Your Presence  
Your Spirit 
Transform me in this desert 
And bring me to the fullness of life. 

https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/

