
This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Monday 7th April  
7.30pm Bible Study 

Thursday 8th April 

10am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 

11am Thursday Prayer Group 

7.30pm Christian Meditation. Please contact Chris if you would like a Zoom link 

 

Sunday 11th April 
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - Ross 

9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - Ross 

 

St Mary’s has a maximum of 60 people to attend and St Michaels Walford is 30.  
Booking is essential. Please see our website: https://rossparishes.uk/worship/digital-
services/ or contact the office 

Please note: All pre-recorded services will be available on the website (rossparishes.uk) and 
livestreamed services will be available on the Ross Parishes Facebook page or YouTube. If 
you are having trouble accessing any services online please contact mark@rossparishes.uk 
or the church office.  

Sunday 4th April 2021 
Easter Sunday 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Just B supporting you after bereavement are  

restarting on Tuesday 27th April from 2.30pm in St Mary’s,  
continuing on the fourth Tuesday each month.  
Please contact Freda for more information. 
 
 

100 Club Draw - The monthly draw has taken place and the winners were: 1st Prize 
Beddows Grandchildren  2nd Prize Paul Eward  3rd Prize  Celia Glover 
 

APCM - please can I have all reports by Friday 9th April. Brampton Abbotts APCM is on 
Tuesday 13th April at 2pm, Walford is on Monday 19th April at 7.30pm and Ross is  on 

12th May at 7pm. Thank you. Lou  
administrator@rossparishes.uk 

 

Lilies for Easter - St Mary’s will be decorated with lilies' 
over Easter. Please make any donations to Sue Jones or 
Freda Davies. Thank you 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Acts 10.34-43 
 

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiali-

ty, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 

him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 

Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 

after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 

Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both 

in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God 

raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us 

who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 

from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 

one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about 

him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

News from the parishes 

 



 

A Letter from Bishop Richard                  

I’ve lost count of the number of times people have said to me, “everything happens for a 
reason.” It is normally in response to a personal tragedy or unexplained event.  I often 
wonder what evidence lies behind that assertion. The desire to see meaning in the 
apparent chaos of the world seems entrenched.  Of course, It could be an evolutionary 
artefact, like seeing patterns in the clouds, leftover from a need to make sense of the world 
so our ancestors didn’t get eaten by sabre-tooth tigers! Faith in that sense would be 
believing something in spite of the evidence, or despite evidence to the contrary. 
Christians use the word faith very differently.  In the New Testament, it’s not seen as an 
abstract quality, where someone might have 15 units of it, another 30 or another 5. It’s 
always faith in something, much more akin to trust than a set of intellectual convictions. 
For the first disciples, it was staking their lives, both now and in eternity, on something they 
passionately believed to be true. The root of their (and our) conviction is that Jesus rose 
from the dead.  They witnessed it with their own eyes. We continue to believe the 
evidence for this historical event is compelling and have experienced the lifechanging 
reality of encountering Jesus. To speak of the resurrection as a metaphor or in spiritual 
terms like ‘he rose in their hearts’ would have made no sense whatever to the disciples. 
The reality was difficult to comprehend, but they couldn’t deny the evidence of their own 
eyes and fingers as they reached out to touch him. 
The resurrection was the final evidence they needed that the claims Jesus made during his 
earthly life were true.  This was more than just a man, but in a real sense, God squeezed 
into human form. St. Paul put it very starkly, “If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is 
useless and so is your faith.  More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about 
God!” 
How very joyous then, that He has!! Christ is risen: He is risen indeed, Alleluia. 

Today’s Readings 

Gospel Reading: Mark 16.1-8 
 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salo-

me bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of 

the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one 

another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ When they 

looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled 

back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting 

on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you 

are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. 

Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 

ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.’ So they went out and 

fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to 

anyone, for they were afraid. 



In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Sheila Walshaw  
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 

Those who have died… 

Eleanor Woodhouse & Cynthia Davis 

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
 
For those on the medical front line of the 
pandemic, especially at Ross Community  
Hospital. 
 
For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students. For all businesses in 
Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts, for the 
prosperity of business in 2021, and for all 
who face anxious times. 
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

 
 
 

Prayer for today 

Lord of all life and power, 
who through the mighty resurrection  
of your Son 
overcame the old order of sin  
And death 
to make all things new in him: 
grant that we, being dead to sin 
and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 
may reign with him in glory; 
to whom with you  
and the Holy Spirit 
be praise and honour,  
glory and might, 
now and in all eternity. 
Amen 
 


