
This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Monday 29th March 7.30pm Bible Study 
Wednesday 31st March 11:15am Ponder and Pray 

Easter Services  rossparishes.uk/easter-21  

Thursday 1st April Maundy Thursday 
10am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 
11am Thursday Prayer Group 
3.30pm Messy Church @ Home and in person at St Mary’s (booking essential) 
7pm Zoom Tenebrae Service 
7pm Christian Meditation. Please contact Chris if you would like a Zoom link. 

Friday 2nd April Good Friday 
10am Said Service of Prayers and Readings - Walford 
10am Come As You Are at St Mary’s 
12-3pm Live streamed and in church, Last Seven Words Service - Ross 

Sunday 4th April Easter Sunday 
8.00am  Livestreamed BCP Communion Service - Ross 
9.30am  Livestreamed Benefice Eucharist Service - Ross 
9.30am  Parish Eucharist - Walford 
10.45am Zoom Family Easter Service  

St Mary’s has a maximum of 40 people to attend and St Michaels Walford is 30.  
Booking is essential. Please see our website: https://rossparishes.uk/worship/digital-
services/ or contact the office 

28th March 2021 
Palm Sunday 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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On Easter Sunday, there will be chocolate Easter eggs hid 
around St. Mary's churchyard. Please feel free to pick 
some up when you're walking around or bring your  
children to gather a few.  This will be not a be formally 
organised egg hunt, so please be sure to leave some eggs 
for others that visit the churchyard on Easter! 

 
Lilies for Easter - St Mary’s will be decorated with lilies' over 
Easter. Please make any donations to Sue Jones or Freda  
Davies. Thank you 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Lent Lockdown Rockwalk at St Michaels Church, Walford. Come 
and follow the new rock walk to St Michael’s church as we look forward to the Light of 
Easter. You are invited to paint your own stones to go along the path from the lychgate 
to the church. After Easter the stones will be placed in church and can be reserved for 
a donation to church funds. For more information contact:  
Sarah Blanchard 01989 762368 or sm.king@btinternet.com 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Zechariah 9.9-12 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king 
comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey. He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the warhorse 
from Jerusalem; and the battle-bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the 
nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the 
earth. As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your 
prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of 
hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

News from the parishes 

A scrumptious apple to help Christine's garden grow Taking  
inspiration from 'Jesus Christ the apple tree'  
(a very Herefordshire image!), and knowing that Christine will 
be replanting her garden following building work, our gift to 
Christine from the Ross Parishes was a lovely Herefordshire 
grown apple tree (variety 'Scrumptious'!), together with  
garden vouchers. Hanging from the tree were also packets of 
fun seeds to grow from St Mary's Messy Church. Sean 



 

A Letter from Chris    The Pandemic and the Paradox of the Palms 

This year once again we are receiving our palm crosses either at our church doors or 
receiving them from someone at our doors at home. Nor have congregations been able to 
make processions into church singing ‘All glory laud and honour…’ or ‘Sing Hosannah to the 
king of Kings…’. This year there is however a difference. We have passed the year’s 
anniversary and are now hopefully gradually coming out of the pandemic, whereas last 
year it had just arrived. We have learnt the meaning of social distancing and the wonders 
of livestreaming and Zoom. We now look back with dismay at the many tragedies that have 
afflicted so many families and forward with hope that vaccines and medicines will change 
our lives for the better. As we tentatively begin to return to our churches this Easter, it may 
be that we understand more than ever the paradox of joy and suffering which lies at the 
heart of our Easter faith. 

I think we might be truly experiencing what could be called the ‘paradox of the palms’.  At 
the heart of the ‘triumphal’ entry of Jesus into Jerusalem lies this great paradox, where the 
palms of welcome and rejoicing become the palm crosses of pain and suffering. In many 
countries the people bring branches of local plants and shrubs from their gardens, but I 
think our practice of folding palms into the shape of a cross gives a deep symbolism of the 
suffering and hope of Easter. The joyful entry of Jesus into the city reminds me of the 
scenes of recovering Covid patients being joyfully applauded as they are wheeled down the 
corridors to come home. Joy and suffering are both contained in our Easter message as we 
read a palm gospel and a Passion gospel. Here is the God who suffers with us, dies with us, 
and brings us through to a new way of living. The great paradox of the palms! 

Today’s Readings 

Gospel Reading: Mark 11.1-11 
 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 
Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been  
ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, “Why are you doing this?” just say this, 
“The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.” ’ They went away and found a 
colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystand-
ers said to them, ‘What are you doing, untying the colt?’ They told them what Jesus had 
said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 
their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and  
others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead 
and those who followed were shouting, ‘Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 
everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 



In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Sheila Walshaw  
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 

Those who have died… 

Eleanor Woodhouse & Cynthia Davis 

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
 
For those on the medical front line of the 
pandemic, especially at Ross Community  
Hospital. 
 
For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students. For all businesses in 
Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts, for the 
prosperity of business in 2021, and for all 
who face anxious times. 
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

 
 
 

Prayer for today 

Almighty and everlasting God, 
who in your tender love towards  
The human race 
sent your Son our Saviour  
Jesus Christ 
to take upon him our flesh 
and to suffer death upon the cross: 
grant that we may follow  
the example of his patience  
and humility, 
and also be made partakers of his 
resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ your Son  
Our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen 


