
This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: Morning Prayer- rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Monday 23rd March 7.30pm Bible Study 

Tuesday 23rd March 11.55am Reflection Service, at the Plague Cross at St Marys  
and the lychgate at St Michaels, Walford 
7:15pm The Prayer Course 

Wednesday 24th March 11:15am Ponder and Pray 

Thursday 25th March 

10am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 
11am Thursday Prayer Group 
7pm Christian Meditation. Please contact Chris if you would like a Zoom link. 

Friday 26th March  4pm Leaf Youth Group via Zoom 

Sunday 28th March 

8.00am  Livestreamed BCP Communion Service - Ross 
9.30am  Livestreamed Benefice Eucharist Service - Ross 
11.00am Zoom Family Service 

Please note: All pre-recorded services will be available on the website 
(rossparishes.uk) and livestreamed services will be available on the Ross Parishes 
Facebook page or YouTube. If you are having trouble accessing any services online 
please contact mark@rossparishes.uk or the church office.  

21st March 2021 
The Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Tuesday, March 23rd marks a year since the first lockdown of 
this pandemic. The Ross Parishes will be participating in the 
National Day of Reflection with a short service starting at 
11:55 including a minute of silence at 12 at the Plague Cross at 
St. Mary's and at the lychgate at St. Michael's in Walford. 
Please join us as we remember all those that have been lost in 
this pandemic and give thanks for all those who have worked so hard through it. 

Easter eggs, as well as other chocolates, are available to order on the Fairtrade page 
of the church website. You can browse the catalogue on the Traidcraft  
website and then order through our website. Order by March 20th. 
 

Lent Lockdown Rockwalk at St Michaels Church, Walford. Come and follow the new 
rock walk to St Michael’s church as we look forward to the 
Light of Easter. You are invited to paint your own stones to go 
along the path from the lychgate to the church. After Easter 
the stones will be placed in church and can be reserved for a 
donation to church funds. For more information contact  
Sarah Blanchard 01989 762368 or sm.king@btinternet.com 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: James 5.13-16 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing 
songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church 
and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The 
prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has 
committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray 
for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and 
effective. 

We are excited to announce that St. Mary's has been  
recognised as a Fairtrade Church! Being a fairtrade church is 
just one way that we are inspiring love in our community and 
the world.  A big thank you to all those that have made this 
happen, especially Margaret Mason!  

News from the parishes 

The Easter Garden outside St. Michael's Church will be assembled this Tuesday 
23 March. Please leave any shrubs or flowers at the vicarage on Monday or bring 
to the church on Tuesday morning. Chris 



 

A Letter from Freda 

On March 21st 1556, Thomas Cranmer, the first Protestant Archbishop of Canterbury, was 
convicted of heresy and burnt at the stake by command of the Catholic Queen Mary Tudor, 
the daughter of Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragon. What many people associate with 
Cranmer is his involvement in effecting the annulment of the marriage of Henry VIII and 
Catherine of Aragon and his continued support of the King through subsequent marriages 
and divorces. 

But the Church of England has reason to be grateful to Cranmer. Long before his 
appointment as Archbishop of Canterbury in 1533, Cranmer, and others influenced by the 
theology of Martin Luther, formed a group whose discussions would eventually lead to the 
English Reformation and the establishment of the Church of England. 

One of Cranmer’s greatest achievements was to ensure that church services would be in 
English so that those attending would understand what was said. English Bibles were used, 
and a Book of Common Prayer was produced in 1549. This was revised in 1662 and is still in 
use today, though of course it is largely replaced by Common Worship which gives us 
modern language and greater flexibility.  

For any new church, a summary of its basic beliefs is essential and Cranmer began the 
process to identify the doctrinal formulae that clarify the Anglican way, producing in 1536 
his 10 Articles, which after several revisions became the 42 Articles in 1553. These in turn 
would eventually become the 39 Articles of Religion, which were agreed after Cranmer’s 
death in 1563 during the reign of Elizabeth I. These are still in place some four hundred 
years later, and continue to provide a guide for those seeking a deeper understanding of 
the doctrine of the church today. 

Today’s Readings 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 5.1-12 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his  
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: ‘Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 
‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heav-
en, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 



Easter Services 

Maundy Thursday  1st April 

10am Live streamed Eucharist - Ross 
3.30pm Messy Church @ Home and in  
person at St Mary’s (booking essential) 
7pm Zoom Tenebrae Service 
 

Good Friday 

10am Said Service of Prayers and  
Readings - Walford 
10am Come As You Are at St Mary’s 
12-3pm Live streamed and in church, 
Last Seven Words Service - Ross 
 

Easter Sunday 

8am Live streamed BCP Holy  
Communion - Ross 
9.30am Live streamed Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am Parish Eucharist - Walford 
10.45am Zoom Family Easter Service - Ross 
11am Eucharist Service - Brampton Abbotts 

St Mary’s has a maximum of 40 people to 
attend and St Michaels Walford is 30. Book-
ing is essential. Please see our website: 
https://rossparishes.uk/worship/digital-
services/ or contact the office 

In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Sheila Walshaw  
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 

Those who have died… 

Doreen Bartrip, Jennifer Morgan and 
Raymond Cawthorne  

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, 
hope and love in our communities. 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the 
ill and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
For those on the medical front line of the 
pandemic, especially at Ross Community  
Hospital. 
For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students. For all businesses in 
Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts, for 
the prosperity of business in 2021, and for 
all who face anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

Prayer for today 

Most merciful God, 
who by the death and resurrection of 
your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered  
On the cross 
we may triumph in the power 
of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 


