
This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: Morning Prayer- rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Monday 15th March 7.30pm Bible Study 

Tuesday 16th March 7:15pm The Prayer Course 

Wednesday 17th March 11:15am Ponder and Pray 

Thursday 18th March 

10am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 

11am Thursday Prayer Group 

7pm Christian Meditation 

Friday 19th March  4pm Leaf Youth Group via Zoom 

Sunday 21st March 

8.00am  Livestreamed BCP Communion Service - Ross 

9.30am  Livestreamed Benefice Eucharist Service - Ross 
4.00pm Come As You Are - online 

Please note: All pre-recorded services will be available on the website (rossparishes.uk) 
and livestreamed services will be available on the Ross Parishes Facebook page or 
YouTube. If you are having trouble accessing any services online please contact 
mark@rossparishes.uk or the church office.  

14th March 2021 
Mothering Sunday 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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The Egg-citement of Lent in the Ross Parishes 

Easter eggs, as well as other chocolates, are available to or-
der on the Fairtrade page of the church website. You can 
browse the catalogue on the Traidcraft website and then order 
through our website. Order by March 20th. 
 
Online Christian Meditation continues  
during Lent on Thursday 25th March at 7.30pm with WCCM 
leader Tina Jefferies. Please contact Chris if you would like a 
Zoom link. 

Lent Lockdown Rockwalk at St Michaels Church, Walford. 
Come and follow the new rock walk to St Michael’s church as 
we look forward to the Light of Easter. You are  
invited to paint your own stones to go along the path from the lychgate 
to the church. After Easter the stones will be placed in church and can 
be reserved for a donation to church funds. For more information con-
tact Sarah Blanchard 01989 762368 or sm.king@btinternet.com. 

Lent Reflections Join us during Lent on Zoom for 'A Time to Ponder 
and Pray,' at  11:15am each Wednesday.   

Do you like making things beautiful?  We would love some 
more people to join the flower rota, to keep our  church   
looking beautiful.  If you’re interested please contact Freda,  
01989 562366 or freda@rossparishes.uk 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Colossians 3.12-17 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a com-

plaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also 

must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in 

perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 

were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; 

teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing 

psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 



 

A Letter from Tiffany 

Few annual holidays cause as much joy and pain and general confusion as Mothering 
Sunday or Mother’s Day. There is the interplay between what was once about coming to 
our home church and now is about the women who gave birth to us or raised us.  There is 
the joy of new mums and soon to be mums and the grief of those who wish to be mums 
and for various reasons can’t. There are those that will celebrate with their mums and 
those who will grieve for their mums. This year there will be sadness for many who can’t 
see their mum because of lockdown. And to top it all off, some people will fit into more 
than one of these categories or a variety of situations that aren’t mentioned here!  Yes, 
mothering Sunday is a bewildering and special holiday! 

But the truly special thing about Mother’s Day is that it celebrates the ordinary. It doesn’t 

celebrate massive achievements but rather changing nappies, giving cuddles, and cooking 

dinner. It’s about celebrating the people in our lives doing the ordinary day to day things 

that make a massive difference to us. In their book Ordinary Mum Extraordinary Mission 

Anna France-Williams and Joy French say we are designed to be ‘ordinary people, living 

ordinary lives that have been touched by an extraordinary God.’ The stuff that has the 

biggest impact on those around us is often the ordinary, little day to day things. It is the 

phone calls and visits, the hugs or small gifts, the times when someone truly listens… those 

are the things that make a difference. Whether you’re a mother, brother, father, husband, 

sister, auntie, or friend, let’s celebrate the ordinariness of life that makes our relationships 

truly extraordinary. So thank you mums for being your ordinary selves because that’s worth 

celebrating. Happy Mother’s Day! 

 

Today’s Readings 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 6.25-34 
Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather 
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 
they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do 
you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil 
nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But 
if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into 
the oven, will he not much more clothe you - you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, 
saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” For it is the 
Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you 
need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be given to you as well. ‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for  
tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today. 



Gospel readings through this 

week  

Mon: John 9.18-end 
Tues: John 10.1-10 
Weds: John 10.11-21 
Thurs: John 10.22-end 
Fri: Matthew 13.54-end 
Sat: John 11.17-27 

In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Sheila Walshaw and Doreen Bartrip  
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 

Those who have died… 

Jennifer Morgan, Anthony Beizsley, 
Raymond Cawthorne & Bertie Comerford 

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, 
hope and love in our communities. 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the 
ill and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
For those on the medical front line of the 
pandemic, especially at Ross Community  
Hospital. 
For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students. For all businesses in 
Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts, for 
the prosperity of business in 2021, and for 
all who face anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

Prayer for today 

God of love, 

Passionate and strong, 

Tender and careful: 

Watch over us and hold us 

All the days of our life; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

 
 

Lent Prayer 

O Loving Compassion 
Lead me into the desert 
Into the stillness and silence 
Where I face my own wild beasts. 
May Your Voice of Love 
Counter those of the accuser within. 
Destroy all in me that is not of You 
Show me my beauty 
Help me to truly see who I am 
Whose I am 
And for what purpose I am here 
At this time in my life. 
Open my heart to Your Love 
Your Presence  
Your Spirit 


