
Have you noticed how one word or another 
suddenly comes into your consciousness? My 
word in the last few days has been ‘culture’. It 
was used by online by some old students who 
were my form in 1962 considering how the 
culture of the school had led to personal 
tensions; on the media, questioning the 
morality of a culture that can spend so much 
on a vehicle to Mars when there are 10,000 
homeless people in Los Angeles, and of a 
Windrush generation family recounting 
continuing racialist culture in a South London 
Anglican church. 

Culture is used differently in describing local, 
national and international situations but is 
defined as ‘the way we do things here’. This 
makes no judgement; it is merely a descriptive 
statement. So how would we describe the 
culture of our churches? It has certainly 
changed in the last year as a result of the 
pandemic, but changes were afoot as we 
embraced the concept of inclusiveness and 
began to emphasise the intergenerational 
nature of our work and yet, to Ross and the 
villages we still appeared to be middle class, 
aging and traditional. 
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Have we changed in the last year? Being 
forced into the use of new technology and 
discovering that we could use it to the point 
that the overwhelming majority feel that our 
way ahead should include both real and virtual 
service provision; being asked to support a 
much wider range of folk who had been 
marginal to the churches but now felt 
confident to seek us out, and recognising that 
mission in a modern sense requires us all to 
demonstrate and share our vision of faith, 
hope and love. 

Some guidance for the meaning of all this is 
given in one of the Compline readings. Here is 
a Lenten task – look up Isaiah 58, verses 6-7. 
Should this be our fundamental Christian 
culture? 
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Prayer for today 

Almighty God, 
you show to those who are in error the 
light of your truth, 
that they may return to the way of 
righteousness: 
grant to all those who are admitted 
into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, 
that they may reject those things 
that are contrary to their profession,  
and follow all such things 
as are agreeable to the same; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 

Post Communion Prayer 

Almighty God, 
you see that we have no power of 
ourselves to help ourselves: 
keep us both outwardly in our bodies,  
and inwardly in our souls; 
that we may be defended from  
all adversities 
which may happen to the body, 
and from all evil thoughts which  
may assault 
and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Bertie Comerford, Sheila Walshaw and 
Doreen Bartrip  
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 
Those who have died… 
Kim Jack, Alan Phelps and Sylvia Churchus 

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 

and love in our communities. 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for 
the ill and bereaved, and for 
perseverance and resilience for all.  
For those on the medical front line of the 
pandemic, especially at Ross Community  
Hospital. 
For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students. For all businesses 
in Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts, 
for the prosperity of business in 2021, 
and for all who face anxious times. 

 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: 1 Timothy 2.1-6 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, 

prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 

should be made for everyone, for kings 

and all who are in high positions, so that 

we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 

all godliness and dignity. This is right and 

is acceptable in the sight of God our 

Saviour, who desires everyone to be 

saved and to come to the knowledge of 

the truth. For there is one God; there is 

also one mediator between God and 

humankind, Christ Jesus, himself 

human, who gave himself a ransom for all 

—this was attested at the right time. 

Gospel Reading Luke 10.25-37 

Just then a lawyer stood up to test 

Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do 

to inherit eternal life?’ He said to him, 

‘What is written in the law? What do you 

read there?’ He answered, ‘You shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your 

strength, and with all your mind; and your 

neighbour as yourself.’ And he said to 



This March we're launching #AlphaOnline - 
The 12-week programme will be led by  
Bishop Richard and supported by a team 
from across our Diocese.  The evening will 
begin at 7:30 pm with a chat and the  
opportunity to watch a short video and then 
followed by small group conversations, 
where people can ask questions. If you 
know someone who might be interested in 
learning more, please get in touch and join 
us on this exciting journey.  We look for-
ward to seeing you on Zoom starting  
Tuesday 2 March at 7:30 pm. For details see 
the Diocese of Hereford website:  
https://www.hereford.anglican.org/our-
faith/alpha-online/ 
 
Lent Lockdown Rockwalk at St Michaels 
Church, Walford. Come and follow the new 
rock walk to St Michael’s church as we look 
forward to the Light of Easter. You are invit-
ed to paint your own stones to go along the 
path from the lychgate to the church. After 
Easter the stones will be placed in church 
and can be reserved for a donation to 
church funds. For more information contact 
Sarah Blanchard 01989 762368 or 
sm.king@btinternet.com 

Lent Reflections Join us during Lent on 
Zoom for 'A Time to Ponder and Pray,' at  
11-15am each Wednesday. Please email 
freda@rossparishes.uk for contact details. 

The World Day of Prayer Service - service 
booklets for the online World Day of Prayer 
Service on Friday 5th March are now availa-
ble from the parish office. Further details 
from Val Allen 01989 567544 or 
val.allen6@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

do this, and you will live.’ But wanting to 
justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is 
my neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was 
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and 
fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped 
him, beat him, and went away, leaving him 
half dead. Now by chance a priest was go-
ing down that road; and when he saw him, 
he passed by on the other side. So likewise 
a Levite, when he came to the place and 
saw him, passed by on the other side. But a 
Samaritan while travelling came near him; 
and when he saw him, he was moved with 
pity. He went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, having poured oil and wine on 
them. Then he put him on his own animal, 
brought him to an inn, and took care of 
him. The next day he took out two denar-
ii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, 
“Take care of him; and when I come back, I 
will repay you whatever more you 
spend.” Which of these three, do you 
think, was a neighbour to the man who fell 
into the hands of the robbers?’ He said, 
‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’ 
 

This week and beyond 

 
Flower Rota - if  anyone would like to join 
the flower rota  please contact Freda,  
01989 562366 or freda@rossparishes.uk 
 
Easter eggs, as well as other chocolates, 
are available to order on the Fairtrade page 
of the church website. You can browse the 
catalogue on the Traidcraft website and 
then order through our website. 
 
Online Christian Meditation continues  
during Lent on Thursdays 11th and 25th 
March at 7.30pm with WCCM leader Tina 
Jefferies. Please contact Chris if you would 
like a Zoom link. 
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Services Next Week  

Thursday 4th March 
10am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 
3.30pm Messy Church@Home 
 
Sunday 7th March 
8.00am  Livestreamed BCP Communion  
   Service - Ross 
9.30am  Livestreamed Benefice Eucharist  
   Service - Ross 
 

Services Today 
We strongly urge people to attend the service 
online. We have a maximum of 10 places 
available which you will need to book via 
Eventbrite or by contacting the office.  If 
attending in person please note that all  
services will be socially distanced and masks 
must be worn. Please use the hand sanitiser 
provided when entering the church. We are 
not allowed to socially interact with anyone 
outside our household or social bubble in the 
church. 

8.00am Livestreamed BCP Communion  
Service - Ross 
Rev’d Sean Semple 

9.30am Live-streamed Benefice Eucharist - 
Ross 
Rev’d Sean Semple and Rev’d Tiffany Jackson  
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/  

11.00am Family Zoom Service 
Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and  
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe 

Gospel readings through this week  
Mon: Luke 6.36-38 
Tues: Matthew 23.1-12 
Weds: Matthew 20.17-28 
Thurs: Luke 16.19-end 
Fri: Matthew 21.33-43, 45-46 
Sat: Luke 15.1-3, 11 end 
Sun: John 2.13-22 
https://rossparishes.uk/faith-at-home/  

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom at 
9am each weekday. Follow the link from 
our benefice website to join in. You will 
also find the order of service which you 
can use to pray Morning Prayer at 
home, or with us via Zoom.  

rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Lent Prayer 

O Loving Compassion 
Lead me into the desert 
Into the stillness and silence 
Where I face my own wild beasts. 
May Your Voice of Love 
Counter those of the accuser within. 
Destroy all in me that is not of You 
Show me my beauty 
Help me to truly see who I am 
Whose I am 
And for what purpose I am here 
At this time in my life. 
Open my heart to Your Love 
Your Presence  
Your Spirit  
Transform me in this desert 
And bring me to the fullness of life. 
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