
Welcome to this first Sunday in Lent when 
the sermon this morning will be the first of a 
series under the theme of “God’s Story – 
Our Story”. There will be various topics 
(Education: Mums & Families: the NHS; 
Local Involvement; Commerce) and you will 
see videos or hear stories from people 
directly involved in these sectors answering 
the question that the preacher put to them 
“What has the pandemic meant to you and 
is there any hope for the future” . Today the 
subject is commerce. 

However, briefly back to Lent. Many of you 
will be giving up something as a personal 
discipline; please remember that you are 
doing this voluntarily. Last week I wrote to 
many of our traders in town assuring them 
that our hearts went out to them when the 
media would be full of people idly chatting 
about how hard it is to give up chocolate 
voluntarily when they, our traders, have had 
forcibly removed from them their 
customers, staff, suppliers, finance etc. by 
the Covid restrictions. 

 

Rector: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk (not Fri) 
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk |   07881420823 (not Fri) 
Walford: Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | chris@rossparishes.uk (Sun - Wed) 
Assistant Priest: Rev’d Colin Leggate |  colin@rossparishes.uk  
Assistant Priest: Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe  |  caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies  |   freda@rossparishes.uk  
Administrator: Louise Jarvis |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rossparishes.uk  
 

This morning you will hear from a food 
producer, a service sector agent, a publisher, a 
manufacturer, a ‘not-for-profit’ sports society 
and three or four retailers, and as you hear 
their stories I hope they will become your story 
and that you can relate them to your own life – 
because this is our town and this is what is 
happening to “us”. As Paul wrote, if one part 
of the body hurts, the whole body hurts! 

And what about, God’s story, is that our story 

as well? A story which on one hand is about 

the human Jesus walking the road to Calvary, 

and on the other hand is about the God 

Incarnate Jesus showing a love that is so 

intense we can hardly grasp it; leaving us to 

wrestle with the question – did Jesus give up 

his life voluntarily or was it forcibly removed? 
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Prayer for today 

Almighty God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days  
in the wilderness, 
and was tempted as we are, yet without sin:  
give us grace to discipline ourselves in  
obedience to your Spirit; 
and, as you know our weakness, 
so may we know your power to save; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 

Post Communion Prayer 

Lord God, 
you have renewed us with the living bread  
from heaven; 
by it you nourish our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and strengthen our love: 
teach us always to hunger for him who is the 
true and living bread, 
and enable us to live by every word  
that proceeds from out of your mouth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Sheila Walshaw and Doreen Bartrip  
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 

Those who have died… 
Alan Phelps 

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope and 
love in our communities. 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill and 
bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience 
for all.  
 

 

For those on the medical front line of the 

pandemic, especially at Ross Community  

Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 

teachers and students. For all businesses in 

Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts, for 

the prosperity of business in 2021, and for 

all who face anxious times. 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 28.1-13 

If you will only obey the Lord your God, by 
diligently observing all his commandments 
that I am commanding you today, 
the Lord your God will set you high above 
all the nations of the earth; all these 
blessings shall come upon you and overtake 
you, if you obey the Lord your God: 
Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed 
shall you be in the field. 
Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb, the 
fruit of your ground, and the fruit of your 
livestock, both the increase of your cattle 
and the issue of your flock. 
Blessed shall be your basket and your 
kneading-bowl. 
Blessed shall you be when you come in, and 
blessed shall you be when you go out. 
The Lord will cause your enemies who rise 
against you to be defeated before you; they 
shall come out against you one way, and 
flee before you seven ways. The Lord will 
command the blessing upon you in your 
barns, and in all that you undertake; he will 
bless you in the land that the Lord your God 
is giving you. The Lord will establish you as 
his holy people, as he has sworn to you, if 
you keep the commandments of 
the Lord your God and walk in his ways. All 
the peoples of the earth shall see that you 
are called by the name of the Lord, and 
they shall be afraid of you. The Lord will 
make you abound in prosperity, in the fruit  
 



This week and beyond 

Lent Reflections Join us during Lent on 
Zoom for 'A Time to Ponder and Pray,' at 11-
15am each Wednesday from 24th February. 
Please email freda@rossparishes.uk for 
contact  
details. 

Count Your Blessings - For almost a year 
now there has been very little opportunity 
to raise any funds for the work of St Mary’s 
so we hope that you will help us during Lent 
by taking part in this fundraiser. Each day 
until Palm Sunday, we invite you to consider 
how blessed we have been despite the diffi-
culties we have encountered during the 
pandemic and offer opportunities to make 
donations to our funds. Although we are 
suggesting an amount you might like to give, 
feel free to give less or more as you can 
afford and fill in each daily amount as you 
go. On some days we are not asking you to 
make a donation, but rather to do  
something or pray about something instead. 
The final day will be Palm Sunday, after 
which you may send us your donations. 
Details of how to do this can be found inside 
the back page of the ‘Count Your Blessings’ 
booklet which is available online and in St 
Mary’s. Thank you from the Fundraising 
Committee 

Lent bags for the Lent journey. The bag 
includes an object for each week which 
 corresponds with a short devotional  
related to Lent.  It is for adults, children, 
families, and individuals. It is for  
EVERYONE!  Use these Lent bags to journey 
through the story of Jesus and our own  
stories. Bags are available from the porch in 
St. Mary's. We would love to deliver a bag 
to you if that would be helpful - just let the 
office know.  Tiffany 

 

of your womb, in the fruit of your livestock, 

and in the fruit of your ground in the land 

that the Lord swore to your ancestors to 

give you. The Lord will open for you his 

rich storehouse, the heavens, to give the 

rain of your land in its season and to bless 

all your undertakings. You will lend to 

many nations, but you will not bor-

row. The Lord will make you the head, and 

not the tail; you shall be only at the top, 

and not at the bottom - if you obey the 

commandments of the Lord your God, 

which I am commanding you today, by 

diligently observing them. 

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 4.18-22 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw 

two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, 

and Andrew his brother, casting a net into 

the lake - for they were fishermen. And he 

said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make 

you fish for people.’ Immediately they left 

their nets and followed him. As he went 

from there, he saw two other brothers, 

James son of Zebedee and his brother 

John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, 

mending their nets, and he called 

them. Immediately they left the boat and 

their father, and followed him. 
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Services Next Week  

Thursday 25th February 
10am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 
 
Sunday 28th February 
8.00am  Livestreamed BCP Communion  
   Service - Ross 
9.30am  Livestreamed Benefice Eucharist  
   Service - Ross 
11.00am Family Zoom Service 
 

Services Today 
We strongly urge people to attend the service 
online. We have a maximum of 10 places 
available which you will need to book via 
Eventbrite or by contacting the office.  If 
attending in person please note that all  
services will be socially distanced and masks 
must be worn. Please use the hand sanitiser 
provided when entering the church. We are 
not allowed to socially interact with anyone 
outside our household or social bubble in the 
church. 

8.00am Livestreamed BCP Communion  
Service - Ross 
Rev’d Colin Leggate 

9.30am Live-streamed Benefice Eucharist - 
Ross 
Rev’d Prebendary  Caroline Pascoe, Rev’d 
Colin Leggate and Rev’d Tiffany Jackson  
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/  

4.00pm Come As You Are (online) 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe,  
Rev’d Tiffany Jackson and Rev’d Sean Semple 
 

Gospel readings through this week  
Mon: Matthew 25.31-end 
Tues: Matthew 6.7-15 
Weds: Luke 11.29-32 
Thurs: Matthew 7.7-12 
Fri: Matthew 5.20-26 
Sat: Matthew 5.43-end 
Sun: Mark 8.31-end 
https://rossparishes.uk/faith-at-home/  

 

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom at 
9am each weekday. Follow the link from 
our benefice website to join in. You will 
also find the order of service which you 
can use to pray Morning Prayer at 
home, or with us via Zoom.  

rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Gift for Christine - A reminder not to 
miss the opportunity to contribute to 
the thank you gift for Christine from the 
Ross Parishes. Please send contributions 
to Lou in the parish office by the end of 
this week - part of her gift will be for 
early spring planting! Sean 

Lent Lockdown Rockwalk at St 
Michaels Church, Walford. Come and 
follow the new rock walk to St Michael’s 
church as we look forward to the Light 
of Easter. You are invited to paint your 
own stones to go along the path from 
the lychgate to the church. After Easter 
the stones will be placed in church and 
can be reserved for a donation to 
church funds. For more information 
contact Sarah Blanchard 01989 762368 
or sm.king@btinternet.com 

https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/
https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/
https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

