
Valentine’s Day seems like one of those days 
that either people love or people love to 
hate. Growing up, my sister refused to 
celebrate Valentine’s Day. Instead, in 
protest, she would wear black and tell 
people ‘Happy Armadillo Day!’ When 
questioned about what she was on about 
she would explain, ‘Today is the day when 
we mourn for all the armadillos that didn’t 
make it across the road.’ Perhaps you are 
like my sister and hate the commercialism 
and the fact that Valentine’s day seems to 
separate the single people from those who 
are with someone.  

I, however, have always loved Valentine’s 

Day. As a teenager my friend and I decided 

that we were going to rebel against the 

lovey- coupleness of Valentine’s Day. 

Instead, as best friends, we would be each 

other’s valentines.  Every year we gave each 

other a gift, and every year we went out to a 

restaurant together - even when we did 

eventually get boyfriends. To this day, Liz 

and I still send each other valentines even 

though we are both married and our 
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husbands think we are nuts. Why? Because 

all love should be celebrated. One of Jesus’ 

last commandments to his disciples on the 

night of the last supper was, ‘A new 

command I give you: love one another. As I 

have loved you, so you must love one 

another. By this everyone will know that you 

are my disciples, if you love one 

another.’ (John 13:34-35). So let’s celebrate 

love today.  The love between couples and 

friends, but most importantly the love that 

God has shown us and that we can extend to 

each other. Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 

Tiffany 
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Prayer for today 

Almighty Father, 
whose Son was revealed in majesty 
before he suffered death upon the cross:  
give us grace to perceive his glory, 
that we may be strengthened  
to suffer with him 
and be changed into his likeness,  
from glory to glory; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 

Post Communion Prayer 

Holy God, 
we see your glory in the face  
of Jesus Christ: 
may we who are partakers at his table 
reflect his life in word and deed, 
that all the world may know his power to  
change and save. 
This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Sheila Walshaw and Doreen Bartrip  
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 

Those who have died… 
Sheila Hill and Jean Lewin 

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope and 
love in our communities. 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill and 
bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience 
for all.  
For those on the medical front line of the 
pandemic, especially at Ross Community  
Hospital. 
For all our schools, for head teachers, teachers 
and students. 

 

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 

Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 

business in 2021, and for all who face anx-

ious times. 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: 2 Kings 2.1-12 

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah 
up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 
were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to 
Elisha, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as 
far as Bethel.’ But Elisha said, ‘As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will 
not leave you.’ So they went down to  
Bethel. The company of prophets who were in 
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, 
‘Do you know that today the Lord will take 
your master away from you?’ And he said, 
‘Yes, I know; keep silent.’ Elijah said to him, 
‘Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to 
Jericho.’ But he said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as 
you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So they 
came to Jericho. The company of proph-
ets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, 
and said to him, ‘Do you know that today 
the Lord will take your master away from 
you?’ And he answered, ‘Yes, I know; be  
silent.’ Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for 
he Lord has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he 
said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself 
live, I will not leave you.’ So the two of them 
went on. Fifty men of the company of  
prophets also went, and stood at some dis-
tance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and 
rolled it up, and struck the water; the water 
was parted to the one side and to the other, 
until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, 
‘Tell me what I may do for you, before I am 
taken from you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let me 
inherit a double share of your spirit.’ He  
responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing; yet, 
if you see me as I am being taken from you, it  
 



This week and beyond 

Toddle and Toast - Mums evening at 8pm on 
Wednesday 17th February via zoom. Come 
and join the toast makers for a chat and a glass 
of wine/tea/coffee for a relaxed and informal 
evening. Rossparishes.uk/toast 

On February 17th, we will be having an Ash 
Wednesday service which will be 
livestreamed from St Mary's. As part of the 
service, there will be a short act of penitence. 
For those who would like to impose ashes on 
themselves, we would be very happy to get 
some to you.  Please, could you let me or Lou 
in the office know by Monday the 15th if you 
would like ashes delivered to your door in 
preparation for Wednesday's service.  Tiffany 

Lent Reflections Join us during Lent on Zoom 
for 'A Time to Ponder and Pray,' at 11-15am 
each Wednesday from 24th February. Please 
email freda@rossparishes.uk for contact  
details. 

Lent 2021 - For almost a year now there has 
been very little opportunity to raise any funds 
for the work of St Mary’s so we hope that you 
will help us during Lent by taking part in this 
fundraiser. Each day until Palm Sunday, we 
invite you to consider how blessed we have 
been despite the difficulties we have  
encountered during the pandemic and offer 
opportunities to make donations to our funds. 
Although we are suggesting an amount you 
might like to give, feel free to give less or more 
as you can afford and fill in each daily amount 
as you go. On some days we are not asking you 
to make a donation, but rather to do some-
thing or pray about something instead. The 
final day will be Palm Sunday, after which you 
may send us your donations. Details of how to 
do this can be found inside the back page of 
the ‘Count Your Blessings’ booklet which is 
available online and in St Mary’s. Thank you 
from the Fundraising Committee 

will be granted you; if not, it will not.’ As they 
continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire 
and horses of fire separated the two of them, 
and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heav-
en. Elisha kept watching and crying out, 
‘Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!’ But when he could no longer see 
him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them 
in two pieces. 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 4.3-6 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 

those who are perishing. In their case the god 

of this world has blinded the minds of the un-

believers, to keep them from seeing the light of 

the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 

image of God. For we do not proclaim our-

selves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and 

ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is 

the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of dark-

ness’, who has shone in our hearts to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 

the face of Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Reading Mark 9.2-9 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and 
James and John, and led them up a high moun-
tain apart, by themselves. And he was transfig-
ured before them, and his clothes became daz-
zling white, such as no one on earth could 
bleach them. And there appeared to them Eli-
jah with Moses, who were talking with Je-
sus. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good 
for us to be here; let us make three dwell-
ings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.’ He did not know what to say, for they 
were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud there came a voice, 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to 
him!’ Suddenly when they looked around, they 
saw no one with them any more, but only Je-
sus. As they were coming down the mountain, 
he ordered them to tell no one about what 
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had 
risen from the dead. 
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Services Next Week  

Wednesday 17th February 
10am Live-streamed Ash Wednesday Service - 
Ross 
Thursday 18th February 
10am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 
Sunday 21st February 
8.00am  Livestreamed BCP Communion  
   Service - Ross 
9.30am  Livestreamed Benefice Eucharist -  
   Ross 
4.00pm  Come As You Are 
 

Services Today 
We strongly urge people to attend the service 
online. We have a maximum of 10 places 
available which you will need to book via 
Eventbrite or by contacting the office.  If 
attending in person please note that all  
services will be socially distanced and masks 
must be worn. Please use the hand sanitiser 
provided when entering the church. We are 
not allowed to socially interact with anyone 
outside our household or social bubble in the 
church. 

8.00am Livestreamed BCP Communion  
Service - Ross 
Rev’d Colin Leggate 

9.30am Live-streamed Benefice Eucharist - 
Ross 
Rev’d Sean Semple, Rev’d Tiffany Jackson and 
Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/  

10.45am Family Zoom Service 
Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and  
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe 
 

Gospel readings through this week  
Mon: Mark 8.11-13 
Tues: Mark 8.14-21 
Weds: Matthew 6.1-6, 16-21 
Thurs: Luke 9.22-25 
Fri: Matthew 9.14-15 
Sat: Luke 5.27-32 
Sun: Mark 1.9-15 
https://rossparishes.uk/faith-at-home/  

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom at 
9am each weekday. Follow the link from 
our benefice website to join in. You will 
also find the order of service which you 
can use to pray Morning Prayer at 
home, or with us via Zoom.  

rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

This year we are offering a Lent bag.  It 
includes an object for each week which 
corresponds with a short devotional  
related to Lent.  It is for adults, children, 
families, and individuals. It is for  
EVERYONE!  Use these Lent bags to  
journey through the story of Jesus and our 
own stories. Bags will be available from 
the porch in St. Mary's from the 10th of 
February. We would love to deliver a bag 
to you if that would be helpful -just let the 
office know.  Tiffany 
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