
This week the church celebrates one of its 
oldest festivals, Candlemas. ‘What is that?’, 
you might ask, ‘something to do with candles, 
perhaps?’. Well, yes, in a way, it is. 
Traditionally, at Candlemas,  churches would 
gather together all the candles that would be 
required for the year so that they could be 
blessed for use. 

But this week we also remember the time 
when Mary and Joseph took their baby to the 
temple to give thanks for his safe arrival. As 
they handed him to Simeon the priest, 
something amazing happened: the old man 
recognised that the tiny child he held in his 
arms was no ordinary child but the saviour of 
the world. Immediately the old priest placed 
himself in God’s care, saying those beautiful 
words we have come to know as the Nunc 
Dimittis – this child would indeed be a light in 
a dark world. 

Each one of us has a responsibility to reflect 
this light of Christ in the world about us. 
Perhaps you recall the words said at Baptism, 
as each newly baptised person is given a 
lighted candle: ‘You have received the light of 
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Christ; walk in this light all the days of 
your life’. 

As we continue to face the darkness in 
our world caused by this dreadful 
pandemic, our commitment as a church 
community to inspire faith, hope and love 
is more important than ever. Maybe these 
words from a poem by Catherine 
Grayman might encourage us as we try to 
do just that: 

‘I will not curse the darkness 
in this dreary world. 
Instead, I will light a candle 
And pray that its glow will spread’. 
 
Each of us has a part to play in ensuring 
that the glow that is the light of Christ can 
spread. 
 
Freda 
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Prayer for today 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
light of the nations and glory of Israel: 
make your home among us, 
and present us pure and holy 
to your heavenly Father, 
your God, and our God. Amen 

Post Communion Prayer 

Lord, you fulfilled the hope of  
Simeon and Anna, 
who lived to welcome the Messiah: 
may we, who have received these gifts 
beyond words, 
prepare to meet Christ Jesus  
when he comes to bring us to eternal life;  
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Sheila Walshaw and Doreen Bartrip  
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 

Those who have died… 
Barbara Whitlock, Ray Hopgood, Margaret 
Jenkins 

Our parishes … 
To inspire faith, hope and love during this time. 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
For those on the medical front line of the 
pandemic, especially at Ross Community 
Hospital  
For all our schools, for head teachers, teachers 
and students. 
For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face anxious 
times. 
 

 

First Reading: Hebrew 2.14-end 

Since, therefore, the children share flesh 

and blood, he himself likewise shared the 

same things, so that through death he might 

destroy the one who has the power of 

death, that is, the devil, and free those who 

all their lives were held in slavery by the fear 

of death. For it is clear that he did not come 

to help angels, but the descendants of 

Abraham. Therefore he had to become like 

his brothers and sisters in every respect, so 

that he might be a merciful and faithful high 

priest in the service of God, to make a 

sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 

people. Because he himself was tested by 

what he suffered, he is able to help those 

who are being tested. 

Gospel Reading Luke 2.22-40 

When the time came for their purification 
according to the law of Moses, they brought 
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as 
holy to the Lord’), and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the 
law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or 
two young pigeons.’ Now there was a man 
in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 
man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, 
Simeon came into the temple; and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
him what was customary under the 
law, Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are 
dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; for my eyes have  



Lent 2021 - For almost a year now there has 
been very little opportunity to raise any funds 
for the work of St Mary’s so we hope that you 
will help us during Lent by taking part in this 
fundraiser. Each day until Palm Sunday, we 
invite you to consider how blessed we have 
been despite the difficulties we have encoun-
tered during the pandemic and offer opportuni-
ties to make donations to our funds. Although 
we are suggesting an amount you might like to 
give, feel free to give less or more as you can 
afford and fill in each daily amount as you go. 
On some days we are not asking you to make a 
donation, but rather to do something or pray 
about something instead. The final day will be 
Palm Sunday, after which you may send us your 
donations. Details of how to do this can be 
found inside the back page of the ‘Count Your 
Blessings’ booklet which is available online and 
in St Mary’s. Thank you from the Fundraising 
Committee 

Family Services from Walford the family  
services from Walford will continue online  
during February on Sundays 14th and 28th at 
10.45am. Everyone in our parishes and beyond 
is welcome to join via Zoom. If you would like 
to receive the link, please contact Chris or  
Caroline by email or phone. 

The Prayer Course online the Prayer Course by 
Pete Greig is taking place on Tuesdays at 
7.15pm, via Zoom over 8 weeks. Missing  
sessions can easily be viewed online. Contact 
Chris for details. 

A big thank you to all my St Mary’s friends for 
your kind and thoughtful messages and cards of 
sympathy for the death of my lovely dad from 
Covid. I am feeling the love. Penny 

 
 

 

seen your salvation, which you have pre-
pared in the presence of all peoples, a light 
for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory 
to your people Israel.’ And the child’s father 
and mother were amazed at what was be-
ing said about him. Then Simeon blessed 
them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This 
child is destined for the falling and the rising 
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 
be opposed so that the inner thoughts of 
many will be revealed—and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too. ‘There was also a 
prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of 
the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, 
having lived with her husband for seven 
years after her marriage, then as a widow 
to the age of eighty-four. She never left the 
temple but worshipped there with fasting 
and prayer night and day. At that moment 
she came, and began to praise God and to 
speak about the child to all who were look-
ing for the redemption of Jerusalem. When 
they had finished everything required by 
the law of the Lord, they returned to Gali-
lee, to their own town of Nazareth. The 
child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favour of God was upon 
him. 

This week and beyond 

Our next Messy 
Church will be  
4 February. Due to 
lockdown, we will 
be doing Messy @ 
home. Bags with all 
the activities will be 

available to be picked up from St. Mary’s 
porch on Wednesday the 3rd and Thursday 
the 4th. The program will air on Youtube at 
4pm on Thursday. We can’t wait till we can 
meet again in person, but look forward to 
Messy @ Home. You're going to LOVE 
it!  Tiffany 

 



 

Services Next Week  

 
Thursday 4th February 
10am   Livestreamed Eucharist - Ross 
4.00pm  Messy Church @ Home and on  

   Zoom.  

Please register on Eventbrite – link on 

www.rossparishes.uk. Messy@Home bags can 

be collected from St Mary’s porch on  

Wednesday or Thursday 

 
Sunday 7th February 
8.00am  Livestreamed BCP Communion  
   Service - Ross 
9.30am  Livestreamed Benefice Eucharist -  
   Ross 
 

Services Today 
We strongly urge people to attend the service 
online. We have a maximum of 10 places 
available which you will need to book via 
Eventbrite or by contacting the office.  If 
attending in person please note that all  
services will be socially distanced and masks 
must be worn. Please use the hand sanitiser 
provided when entering the church. We are 
not allowed to socially interact with anyone 
outside our household or social bubble in the 
church. 

8.00am Livestreamed BCP Communion  
Service - Ross 
Rev’d Sean Semple 

9.30am Live-streamed Benefice Eucharist - 
Ross 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe &  
Rev’d Sean Semple   

Scavenger Hunt Trail - Need to get out? 
Tired of the same daily exercise? Try out 
our scavenger hunt trail we’ve set up from 
Sunday 24th Jan- 7 February. The same 
trail has been set up in St. Mary’s, St. 
Michael’s and All Angels Walford, and St. 
Michael’s and All Angels Brampton  
Abbotts. Around each churchyard, there 
are four posters hidden. Each poster has a 
QR code that links to a video which will 
give you a letter. The letters come togeth-
er to make a word which is the password 
for the final video. We hope that families 
and individuals will enjoy this  
opportunity for daily exercise! Please  
remember to follow all social  
distancing rules and restrictions and be 
sure to send us a picture of your  
adventure! Tiffany 

Just B - with regret we have decided to  
suspend the Just B meetings for now. We 
will restart as soon as we feel it is safe to 
do so. Freda 

APCM’S - We are approaching that time  
already. Please could I have your reports 
for the upcoming APCM’s. Dates to be  
confirmed. Please email to me in the 
office:  
administrator@rossparishes.uk. Lou 

Come Dine With Me 2 – By popular  
request, our TV dinner is back. Saturday 
13th February, 7 pm is the date to put in 
your diary. This is the weekend before Ash 
Wednesday so pancakes will very much be 
the feature. Three new TV chefs have 
been commissioned and their menus and 
films will be appearing on the website 
soon. But you don’t have to follow them; 
joining us on the night with your beans on 
toast is just fine. Read all about it and 
book your place at the table at https://
rossparishes.uk/come-dine2 Mark 
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