
I was recently given Charlie Mackesy’s book 
The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse. It’s 
almost like a picture book for adults. It tells 
the story of a boy, mole, fox, and horse 
figuring out life and journeying together. In 
one of the pictures you see the boy and the 
horse walking through dense woods.  The boy 
says, ‘I can’t see a way through. Can you see 
the next step?’ The horse responds, ‘Yes, just 
take that.’ 

Making plans at the moment can be tough- 
either because there’s nothing to plan or 
because we are worried that plans will have 
to be cancelled.  Even for the most 
spontaneous of us, the lack of plans at the 
moment is probably annoying.  For those who 
like their 5 and 10 year plans, like myself, it 
can be really challenging. But when we put 
that in the perspective of our faith, suddenly 
those plans (or lack thereof) lose their power.   
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There is an old joke that says, ‘If you want 

to make God laugh….tell Him your plans.’  

We might not be able to make plans at 

the moment and even if we could, they 

probably wouldn’t turn out the way we 

imagine. We might not be able to see very 

far into the future, but with faith, hope, 

and love we can continue to take the next 

step.  What’s the next step?  To be 

faithful in this moment. To take care of 

our families, take care of our health, call 

our friends and neighbours and those 

who are lonely, pray…  Can you see the 

next step?  Just take that and let God 

worry about the rest. 

 

Tiffany 
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Prayer for today 

Almighty God, 
whose Son revealed in signs and miracles  
the wonder of your saving presence: 
renew your people with your  
heavenly grace, and in all our weakness  
sustain us by your mighty power; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 

Post Communion Prayer 

Almighty Father, 
whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the 
light of the world: may your people,  
illumined by your word and sacraments,  
shine with the radiance of his glory,  
that he may be known, worshipped,  
And obeyed to the ends of the earth; 
for he is alive and reigns, now  
and for ever. Amen 

In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Sheila Walshaw and Doreen Bartrip  
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 

Those who have died… 
Ray Hopgood, Roger Howes and Margaret 
Jenkins 

Our parishes … 
To inspire faith, hope and love during this 
time. 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
For those on the medical front line of the 
pandemic, especially at Ross Community 
Hospital  
 

 

For all our schools, for the head teachers, 

teachers and students. 

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 

Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 

business in 2021, and for all who face 

anxious times. 

 

First Reading: Revelation 19.6-10 

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice 
of a great multitude, like the sound of 
many waters and like the sound of mighty 
thunder-peals, crying out, ‘Hallelujah! For 
the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let 
us rejoice and exult and give him the 
glory, for the marriage of the Lamb 
has come, and his bride has made 
herself ready; to her it has been granted 
to be clothed with fine linen, bright and 
pure’—for the fine linen is the righteous 
deeds of the saints.And the angel said to 
me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who 
are invited to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb.’ And he said to me, ‘These are true 
words of God.’ Then I fell down at his feet 
to worship him, but he said to me, ‘You 
must not do that! I am a fellow-
servant with you and your comrades who 
hold the testimony of Jesus. Worship 
God! For the testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy.’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



This week and beyond 

St. Mary’s bids farewell to Christine Cattanach 

Christine has been our Intergenera-
tion Missioner for the last three years and  
during her ministry here has helped initiate 
Toast and Toddle, the monthly LEAF youth 
group and recently Messy Church. Christine has 
also been a leader in 3 Alpha courses, All Age 
Worship services, the Thursday prayer group, 
and has been involved in ministry to schools.  

With the difficult Covid situation set to continue 
into the foreseeable future, Christine, along 
with the other diocesan Intergenerational  
Missioners has been furloughed, and Christine 
will be leaving us on Friday.  All of her initiatives 
will continue under the leadership of other 
members of the ministry team and the amazing 
volunteers who have worked with her. While 
we’re not able to meet physically it makes it 
much harder for us to say goodbye, but we do 
want to thank Christine for all her hard work in 
developing new ways of being and doing 
church, and to pray for God’s blessing to rest on 
her future plans. More to follow about  
opportunities to show our appreciation.  
If you have any questions please fcontact Revd. 
Sean Semple 07778 114651 or 
sean@rossparishes.uk. 
 
Just B - with regret we have decided to  
suspend the Just B meetings for now. We will 
restart as soon as we feel it is safe to do so. 
Freda 

APCM’S - We are approaching that time  
already. Please could I have your reports for the 
upcoming APCM’s. Dates to be  
confirmed. Please email to me in the office:  
administrator@rossparishes.uk. Lou 

 

Gospel Reading John 2.1-11 

On the third day there was a wedding in 

Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 

was there. Jesus and his disciples had 

also been invited to the wedding. When 

the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus 

said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And 

Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern 

is that to you and to me? My hour has 

not yet come.’ His mother said to the 

servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now 

standing there were six stone water-jars 

for the Jewish rites of purification, each 

holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus 

said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ 

And they filled them up to the brim. He 

said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and 

take it to the chief steward.’ So they took 

it. When the steward tasted the water 

that had become wine, and did not know 

where it came from (though the servants 

who had drawn the water knew), the 

steward called the bridegroom and said 

to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine 

first, and then the inferior wine after the 

guests have become drunk. But you have 

kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus did 

this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Gali-

lee, and revealed his glory; and his disci-

ples believed in him. 

https://rossparishes.uk/2021/01/20/st-marys-bids-farewell-to-christine-catternach/
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Services Next Week  

 
Thursday 28th January 
10am   Livestreamed Eucharist - Ross 
 
Sunday 31st January 
8.00am  Livestreamed BCP Communion  
   Service - Ross 
9.30am  Livestreamed Benefice Eucharist -  
   Ross 

Services Today 
We strongly urge people to attend the service 
online. We have a maximum of 10 places 
available which you will need to book via 
Eventbrite or by contacting the office.  If 
attending in person please note that all  
services will be socially distanced and masks 
must be worn. Please use the hand sanitiser 
provided when entering the church. We are 
not allowed to socially interact with anyone 
outside our household or social bubble in the 
church. 

8.00am Livestreamed BCP Communion  
Service - Ross 
Rev’d Colin Leggate 

9.30am Live-streamed Benefice Eucharist - 
Ross 
Rev’d Sean Semple  
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/  

10.45am Zoom Family Service - Walford 
Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard &  
Rev’d Tiffany Jackson 
 

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom at 
9am each weekday. Follow the link from 
our benefice website to join in. You will 
also find the order of service which you 
can use to pray Morning Prayer at 
home, or with us via Zoom.  

rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Scavenger Hunt Trail - Need to get out? 
Tired of the same daily exercise? Try out 
our scavenger hunt trail we’ve set up from 
Sunday 24th Jan- 7 February. The same 
trail has been set up in St. Mary’s, St. 
Michael’s and All Angels Walford, and St. 
Michael’s and All Angels Brampton  
Abbotts. Around each churchyard, there 
are four posters hidden. Each poster has a 
QR code that links to a video which will 
give you a letter. The letters come togeth-
er to make a word which is the password 
for the final video. We hope that families 
and individuals will enjoy this  
opportunity for daily exercise! Please  
remember to follow all social  
distancing rules and restrictions and be 
sure to send us a picture of your  
adventure! Tiffany 

Come Dine With Me 2 – By popular  
request, our TV dinner is back. Saturday 
13th February, 7 pm is the date to put in 
your diary. This is the weekend before Ash 
Wednesday so pancakes will very much be 
the feature. Three new TV chefs have 
been commissioned and their menus and 
films will be appearing on the website 
soon. But you don’t have to follow them; 
joining us on the night with your beans on 
toast is just fine. Read all about it and 
book your place at the table at https://
rossparishes.uk/come-dine2 Mark 
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