
Church Services during Lockdown 3.0 

A new lockdown was announced by the PM on 
the 4th January 2021, and unexpectedly, 
communal worship is permitted under this 
lockdown.  

Unlike a year ago, we are now dealing with a 
COVID variant that is significantly more 
transmittable, and despite our churches being 
COVID-19 secure, any gathering of people 
poses a heightened risk of transmission or 
infection. We are particularly concerned that 
people, starved of social contact, might mingle 
and chat to one another before and after 
services, and in so doing, put one another at 
risk.  

As Christians our behaviour needs to be guided 
by our faith. One of the most basic teachings of 
Jesus Christ was that all interpersonal ethical 
choices should be directed by the principle of 
loving your neighbour as yourself. In the 
context of COVID-19 this means avoiding any 
risks of transmitting the coronavirus to others. 
Furthermore, churches need to be safe places 
– not places where we put our health or lives 
in danger. But equally, as Christians we are 
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called to worship God and we need to be 
spiritually replenished and encouraged, 
especially in such a difficult time.  

Holding these principles together, we strongly 
urge people to attend services online, and will 
only make 10 seats available at selected 
services for those who believe that their 
mental and spiritual health would be 
significantly compromised by not attending a 
physical service. To physically attend a service 
booking through Eventbrite (https://
rossparishes.uk/digital-services) will be 
essential or please phone the church office on 
01989 562 175. Those at services will be 
social distanced and no mingling or chatting 
will be allowed. 

The following service arrangements will be in 
place from 7th January 2021: 

St Michael and All Angels, Brampton Abbotts 
No services until further notice 

St Michael and All Angels, Walford   
The church is open for private prayer daily 
No Parish Eucharists until further notice 
Family Zoom Services will continue 
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Prayer for today 

Eternal Father, 
who at the baptism of Jesus 
didst reveal him to be thy Son, 
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 
grant that we, being born again by 
water and the Spirit, 
may be faithful to our calling as thine 
adopted children; 
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 

Post Communion Prayer 

O Lord of all time and eternity, 
who in the baptism of Jesus  
thy beloved Son didst open the heavens  
and didst reveal thyself as Father: 
by the power of thy Spirit 
make perfect the heavenly work  
of our rebirth 
through the waters of the new creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Mark Sanderson, Sheila Walshaw and 
Doreen Bartrip  
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 

Our parishes … 
To inspire faith, hope and love during this 
time. 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved.  
For those on the medical front line of the 
pandemic, especially at Ross Community 
Hospital  
For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

St Mary’s, Ross-on-Wye 
The church is open for private prayer daily 
Thursday 10am Livestreamed Eucharist. 
Max is 10 in church. 
Sunday 9.30am Livestreamed Benefice 
Eucharist with max of 10 in church. Fol-
lowed by Virtual Coffee - https://
rossparishes.uk/digital-services  
Come As You Are Services - pre-recorded 
Messy Church - pre-recorded/Zoom 
LEAF - pre-recorded/Zoom 

Please note: All pre-recorded services will 
be available on the website 
(rossparishes.uk) and livestreamed ser-
vices will be available on the Ross Parishes 
Facebook page or YouTube. If you are 
having trouble accessing any services 
online please contact 
mark@rossparishes.uk or the church 
office.   

We are very fortunate to have the ability 
to livestream and pre-record services, and 
I thank all involved in bringing worship 
into the safety of our homes. The ministry 
team and I will do all we can to maintain 
contact with parishioners through phone 
calls, emails and Zoom calls, and will con-
tinue with pastoral care in every way we 
possibly can. Please do be in contact with 
me or the church office if you need any 
help of any kind. 

God bless, and keep safe 

The Rev’d Sean Semple 

Rector, The Ross Parishes 
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Today’s readings 

First Reading Acts 19.1-7 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed 

through the inland regions and came to 

Ephesus, where he found some 

disciples. He said to them, ‘Did you receive 

the Holy Spirit when you became 

believers?’ They replied, ‘No, we have not 

even heard that there is a Holy 

Spirit.’ Then he said, ‘Into what then were 

you baptized?’ They answered, ‘Into 

John’s baptism.’ Paul said, ‘John baptized 

with the baptism of repentance, telling the 

people to believe in the one who was to 

come after him, that is, in Jesus.’ On 

hearing this, they were baptized in the 

name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had 

laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit 

came upon them, and they spoke in 

tongues and prophesied— altogether 

there were about twelve of them. 

Gospel Reading John 1.29-34 

The next day he saw Jesus coming towards 
him and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the 
world! This is he of whom I said, “After me 
comes a man who ranks ahead of me 
because he was before me.” I myself did 
not know him; but I came baptizing with 
water for this reason, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.’ And John testified, ‘I 
saw the Spirit descending from heaven like 
a dove, and it remained on him. I myself 
did not know him, but the one who sent 
me to baptize with water said to me, “He 
on whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain is the one who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.” And I myself have seen and 
have testified that this is the Son of God.’ 

 

This week and beyond 

Come Dine With Me 2 – By popular  
request, our TV dinner is back. Saturday 
13th February, 7 pm is the date to put in 
your diary. This is the weekend before Ash 
Wednesday so pancakes will very much 
be the feature. Three new TV chefs have 
been commissioned and their menus and 
films will be appearing on the website 
soon. But you don’t have to follow them; 
joining us on the night with your beans on 
toast is just fine. Read all about it and 
book your place at the table at https://
rossparishes.uk/come-dine2 - Mark 

100 Club Draw - The January Draw has 
taken place and the winners are: 
1st Prize Julian Hallett/ Mark Sanderson 
2nd Prize  Anne Morris  3rd Prize  Julian 
Utting. 

A treasurer for the Friends – We  
urgently need to find a treasurer for the 
Friends of St Mary’s (and for that matter, 
a chair). The whole point of the Friends is 
that they raise funds for our church build-
ing and the members of the committee do 
not need to have any religious belief or 
regard for any religious activity that goes 
on in the building. If you know of anyone 
who may be able to take over this role 
please let me (or any member of the 
Friends committee) know. There is not a 
great deal of financial activity in an aver-
age year. More about the Friends at 
https://fosmross.org.uk - Mark 
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 Services Next Week  

 
Thursday 14th January 
10am   Livestreamed Eucharist - Ross 
 
Sunday 17th January 
8.00am  Livestreamed BCP Communion  
   Service - Ross 
9.30am  Livestreamed Benefice Eucharist -  
   Ross 
4.00pm  Come As You Are (pre-recorded) 

Services Today 
We strongly urge people to attend the service 
online. We have a maximum of 10 places 
available which you will need to book via 
Eventbrite or by contacting the office.  If 
attending in person please note that all  
services will be socially distanced and masks 
must be worn. Please use the hand sanitiser 
provided when entering the church. We are 
not allowed to socially interact with anyone 
outside our household or social bubble in the 
church. 

8.00am Livestreamed BCP Communion  
Service - Ross 
Rev’d Sean Semple and Rev’d Tiffany  
Jackson 

9.30am Live-streamed Benefice Eucharist - 
Ross 
Rev’d Sean Semple and Rev’d Tiffany Jackson  
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/  

10.45am Family Zoom Service - Walford 
Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard &  
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe 

Gospel readings through this week  
Mon: Mark 1.14-20 
Tues: Mark 1.21-28 
Weds: Mark 1.29-39 
Thurs: Mark 1.40-end 
Fri: Mark 2.1-12 
Sat: Mark 2.13-17 
Sun: John 1.43-end 
https://rossparishes.uk/faith-at-home/  

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom at 
9am each weekday. Follow the link from 
our benefice website to join in. You will 
also find the order of service which you 
can use to pray Morning Prayer at 
home, or with us via Zoom.  

rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Vision Day 

2021 Vision Day on 23rd January 2021. 
You are warmly invited to attend our 
2021 Vision Day where people from all 
three parishes will gather by Zoom 
from 10am-12 noon to prayerfully 
discern how our vision might be  
developed and made more real in our 
parishes. The Bishop of Hereford the Rt 
Reverend Richard Jackson will lead part 
of our vision day process. If you would 
like to join us please let Lou in the 
office know: 

administrator@rossparishes.uk  
or 562175. Thank you, Sean 
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