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The Second Sunday of Advent
We offer a warm welcome to
everyone at our services today

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love
Most human beings have a natural sense of
justice. We don’t think it right that people can
commit crime and get away with it. It was
important at the end of WWII that those guilty
of war crimes were seen to be punished. The
Nuremberg trials did not accept excuses that
they were only obeying orders. It was essential
that those accused accepted personal
responsibility and its consequences.
In the story of the Garden of Eden in the first
book of the Bible, one of the characteristics of
sin was evading responsibility. Adam blamed
Eve, Eve blamed the serpent, and then they
ran and hid when God showed up. The story is
a powerful one. It identifies a defining human
characteristic. When we are bang to rights, we
all tend to try to excuse and blame someone
else for our misdoings.
Advent is for Christians a season where we
seek to reflect on our own responsibility and
accountability before God. For many people,
being accountable in this way sits
uncomfortably with popular myths about what
God is really like. We are comfortable with a
cosmic grandfather or Father Christmas type
figure, whom we expect to keep the good

times rolling. However, we get cross if he
doesn’t do his job properly and things like
COVID happen, or heaven forfend, he expects
something of us.
Religion can be terribly abused if people’s
distorted view of God leads them to think
they can do his job of judgement for him. ISIS
is a case in point. However, faith can be a
powerful corrective if we recognise our
accountability. Christians sum it up in the
creed that says, “one day he will return to
judge the living and the dead”. To have our
inner secrets exposed in this way would be a
frightening thing. But it’s this bad news that
led Christians to describe the message of
Jesus as such very good news. There is
judgement, but with Jesus there is also
forgiveness. Advent anticipates the former,
but prepares us for Christmas when we
rejoice in the gift that sets us free is
judgement, but with Jesus there is also
forgiveness. Advent anticipates the former,
but prepares us for Christmas when we
rejoice in the gift that sets us free.
Blessings
+Richard
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Prayer for today
Almighty God,
purify our hearts and minds,
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes
again as
judge and saviour
we may be ready to receive him,
who is our Lord and our God.

Post Communion Prayer
Father in heaven,
who sent your Son to redeem the world
and will send him again to be our judge:
give us grace so to imitate him
in the humility and purity
of his first coming
that, when he comes again,
we may be ready to greet him
with joyful love and firm faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord
In our prayers this week, we pray
for:
Those who are ill …
Doreen Bartrip
And all those infected and affected by the
coronavirus.
Those who have died…
Arthur Stonadge

Our parishes …
To inspire faith, hope and love during this
time.
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the
ill and bereaved.
For those on the medical front line of the
pandemic, especially at Ross Community
Hospital

Today’s readings
First Reading 2 Peter 3,8-15a
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that
with the Lord one day is like a thousand
years, and a thousand years are like one
day. The Lord is not slow about his promise,
as some think of slowness, but is patient
with you, not wanting any to perish, but all
to come to repentance. But the day of the
Lord will come like a thief, and then the
heavens will pass away with a loud noise,
and the elements will be dissolved with
fire, and the earth and everything that is
done on it will be disclosed. Since all these
things are to be dissolved in this way, what
sort of persons ought you to be in leading
lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for
and hastening the coming of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be
set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements
will melt with fire? But, in accordance with
his promise, we wait for new heavens and a
new earth, where righteousness is at home.
Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting
for these things, strive to be found by him
at peace, without spot or blemish; and
regard the patience of our Lord as
salvation.
Gospel Reading Mark 1.1-8
The beginning of the good news of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the
prophet Isaiah, ‘See, I am sending my
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare
your way; the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight”’, John the baptizer
appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
were going out to him, and were baptized

by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s
hair, with a leather belt around his waist,
and he ate locusts and wild honey. He
proclaimed, ‘The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am
not worthy to stoop down and untie the
thong of his sandals. I have baptized you
with water; but he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.’

This week and beyond
Ross Parishes Christmas Cards 2020 Bring
Comfort and Joy to your friends and
neighbours: We have a limited edition of
our Ross Parishes Christmas cards for 2020
featuring our Comfort and Joy Christmas
image taken in St Mary's. Packs of 10 cards
£5. Available for purchase after church this
Sunday. (Please put correct cash or a
cheque in the box beside the cards) or
from the parish office (mornings). The sale
of these cards will support our Christmas
campaign to bring Comfort and Joy to the
people of the Ross Parishes. Caroline
Doorstep Carols Dec 16th at 6pm - We
hope people will join in this venture to
sing carols on their doorstep at 6pm on
December 16th. Learn more from the
website www.doorstepcarols.co.uk. Radio
Hereford and Worcester will be involved
so you could sing along with them or
encourage your neighbours to choose
their own carols. How wonderful it would
be in this exceptional year if each
neighbourhood in Ross joined together in
this celebration of Christmas with a
difference! Freda
Christmas Flowers at St Mary’s - any
donations for Christmas flowers can be
given to Sue Jones, Freda or to Lou in the
office.

The Advent Calendar Trail has begun. If
you haven’t discovered any of the doors,
have a look next time you are in
town. You may well recognise many
and we are running a competition to see
who can identify the most. We hope to
be able to offer a Christmas Hamper as a
prize – if you can offer a Christmas goodie for this, please bring it to church next
Sunday and give it to Rachel or arrange
to have it taken to the church
office. Please could we receive any
donations by Wednesday 16th December. Thank you, Rachel (01989 567845).
Thank you to everyone who supported
the Zoom Coffee Morning. A total of
£269 was raised for St Mary’s church
funds and there may be more that was
donated by PayPal on the website. Sue
and Margaret
Posada 2020 - In normal times I would
be contacting you now to ask if you
would host our travelling crib figures of
Mary and Joseph for a night during Advent as part of our Posada initiative. This
is not possible this year due to restrictions relating to Covid 19. Instead
why not help us with a new initiative we would like you to introduce us to
your own Crib Figures – take a photo of
your crib and email it to me along with
some information about it – such as why
it might be special to you, you might also
like to add a short prayer. We will then
post the pictures and the information on
our website and if we can make a display
which will be left in church for visitors to
see. Photos, information, prayers etc. to
me please anytime before or during Advent thank you. freda@rossparishes.uk

Parish Vision Day

Services are restarting

2021 Vision Day on 23rd January 2021.
You are warmly invited to attend our
2021 Vision Day where people from all
three parishes will gather at St Mary’s
Church from 9am to 3pm to prayerfully
discern how our vision might be
developed and made more real in our
parishes. The Bishop of Hereford the Rt
Reverend Richard Jackson will lead part
of our vision day process. If you would
like to join us please let Lou in the office
know:
administrator@rossparishes.uk
or 562175. Thank you, Sean

Public worship has now resumed so all our
usual services have now restarted.
Please note that all services will be
socially distanced and masks must be worn.
Please use the hand sanitiser provided when
entering the church. We are not allowed to
socially interact with anyone outside our
household or social bubble in the church.
8.00am BCP Communion Service - Ross
Rev’d Colin Leggate
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross
Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and
Canon Freda Davies
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/
9.30am Parish Eucharist - Walford
Rev’d Sean Semple

Gospel readings through this week
Mon: Luke 5.17-26
Tues: Matthew 18.12-14
Weds: Matthew 11.28-end
Thurs: Matthew 11.11-15
Fri: Matthew 11.16-19
Sat: Matthew 17.10-13
Sun: John 1.6-8, 19-28
https://rossparishes.uk/faith-at-

Morning Prayer this week
Morning prayer continues by Zoom
at 9am each weekday. Follow the
link from our benefice website to
join in. You will also find the order of
service which you can use to pray
Morning Prayer at home, or with us
via Zoom. rossparishes.uk/morning-

Services Next Week
Thursday 10th December
10.00am Eucharist - Ross
This service will be livestreamed:
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/
Sunday 13th December
8.00am BCP Communion Service - Ross
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross
11.00am Family Christingle Service - Walford
4.00pm Christingle Service - Ross
Come as You Are - Pre-recorded service

