
In the introduction to a diocesan history, 
written in 1888, the author speaks of Hereford 
diocese and its characteristics. He says that, 
while it may not be as ‘grand’ as some and 
small in population, it nevertheless ‘is 
expressed to us in the notion of a family rather 
than of a great community.’ The writer goes on 
to speak of our diocese as one ‘containing 
elements more amenable to kindly personal 
influence and more favourable to individual 
direction of character’. In many ways, those 
words written all those years ago, still hold 
true today. We are a family and I’ve always 
been conscious of that throughout my almost 
nineteen years as dean. We’ve tried to 
emphasise the role of the cathedral as ‘Mother 
Church’ and one of my great joys has been to 
see the cathedral shared by the parishes of the 
diocese: 
Regular deanery visits for service and supper in 
College Hall 
Regular curate training days, introducing our 
clergy to the life of the cathedral. 
Big diocesan events - ordinations, The Kingdom 
Come 
Pilgrim walks, culminating at the shrine of St 
Thomas. 
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And perhaps my greatest joy has been to see 
the Order of St Ethelbert established. In the 
four years of its existence, over 100 people 
from the diocese have been honoured at a 
special service in the cathedral –wonderful 
examples of Christian ministry whose service 
so deserves to be recognised and celebrated. 
We weren’t able to hold the ceremony last 
year, but God willing, 2021 will see its 
resumption. 
 
Apart from these events, welcoming 
communities to the cathedral, it has been a 
great joy for me to preach in churches 
throughout the diocese. My last such visit, 
before the March lockdown was to Holy 
Trinity, Much Wenlock where we celebrated 
their saint, Milburga. 
 
Rather more enjoyable than my sermons (at 
least to me!) are my ‘Dean’s Delight’ 
evenings, where I’ve brought to parishes and 
deaneries an evening of music, singing, 
poetry and generally ‘larking about’. It’s my 
honest opinion that we often see more of 
God in humour than we realise. And so often, 
these ‘one- man band’ musical evenings have 
enabled parishes to raise valuable funds.  
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I looked through my list of such evenings 
the other day and found – Cradley, 
Ledbury, Eastnor, Ross, Much Wenlock, 
Alberbury,Cound, Acton Scott, Rushbury, 
and many others. At these, and so many 
places, I found wonderful, warm, caring 
communities – communities who loved 
their church buildings and the people 
who came to them. 

Yes, indeed, it is the ‘family’ of our 
diocese that I shall remember so well – 
and I shall continue to give thanks for the 
privilege of being part of our story and 
pilgrimage together. 

But I’m not quite leaving the diocese! My 
retirement home will be in Presteigne, a 
place I’ve always loved and of course, one 
of the 15 Welsh parishes which chose to 
stay in the Church of England at 
Disestablishment 100 years ago. So I shall 
be retiring to a different country but 
remaining in the same diocese – there’s 
the strange and quirky nature of the 
Church of England! 

Thank you all – parish clergy, College of 
Canons, wardens, congregations - for the 
wonderful way you’ve supported the 
cathedral and its dean. I wish you every 
happiness and success in the future as we 
work together to make Our Lord known 
and loved among us. 

God bless you all 

Michael Tavinor 
Dean of Hereford 

 

Prayer for today 

Creator of the heavens, 
who led the Magi by a star 
to worship the Christ-child: 
guide and sustain us, 
that we may find our journey’s end 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Post Communion Prayer 

Lord God, 
the bright splendour whom the  
nations seek: 
may we who with the wise men have been 
drawn by your light 
discern the glory of your presence  
in your Son, 
the Word made flesh,  
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Sheila Walshaw and Doreen Bartrip  
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 

Those who have died… 

Brian Williams and Hazel Coleman  

Our parishes … 
To inspire faith, hope and love during this 
time. 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the 
ill and bereaved.  
For those on the medical front line of the 
pandemic, especially at Ross Community 
Hospital  
For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

 



Today’s readings 

First Reading Ephesians 3.1-12 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner 
for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles— for surely you have already 
heard of the commission of God’s grace 
that was given to me for you, and how the 
mystery was made known to me by 
revelation, as I wrote above in a few 
words, a reading of which will enable you 
to perceive my understanding of the 
mystery of Christ. In former generations 
this mystery was not made known to 
humankind, as it has now been revealed 
to his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become 
fellow-heirs, members of the same body, 
and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. Of this gospel I have 
become a servant according to the gift of 
God’s grace that was given to me by the 
working of his power. Although I am the 
very least of all the saints, this grace was 
given to me to bring to the Gentiles the 
news of the boundless riches of 
Christ, and to make everyone see what is 
the plan of the mystery hidden for ages 
in God who created all things; so that 
through the church the wisdom of God in 
its rich variety might now be made known 
to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places. This was in accordance 
with the eternal purpose that he has 
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in 
whom we have access to God in boldness 
and confidence through faith in him. 
 
 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 2.1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusa-
lem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we  
observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage.’ When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be born. They 
told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so 
it has been written by the prophet: “And 
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
are by no means least among the rulers 
of Judah; for from you shall come a  
ruler who is to shepherd my  
people Israel.” ’Then Herod secretly 
called for the wise men and learned 
from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search dili-
gently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.’ When 
they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star 
that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child 
was. When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure-chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they left 
for their own country by another road. 



 

Services Next Week  

 
Thursday 7th January 
10am   Livestreamed Eucharist - Ross 
3.30pm  Messy Epiphany - Ross 
 
Sunday 10th January 
8.00am  BCP Communion Service - Ross 
9.30am  Livestreamed Eucharist - Ross 
10.45am  Family Zoom Service - Walford 

Services Today 
Please note that all services will be  
socially distanced and masks must be worn. 
Please use the hand sanitiser provided when 
entering the church. We are not allowed to  
socially interact with anyone outside our 
household or social bubble in the church. 

8.00am BCP Communion Service - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 

9.30am Live-streamed Epiphany Eucharist - 
Ross 
Rev’d Sean Semple,  Rev’d Tiffany Jackson and 
Canon Freda Davies 
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/  

9.30am Parish Eucharist - Walford 
Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
 
 

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom at 9am 
each weekday. Follow the link from our 
benefice website to join in. You will also 
find the order of service which you can use 
to pray Morning Prayer at home, or with us 
via Zoom. rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

This week and beyond 

It is likely that we will face renewed  
restrictions on how we worship in the 
coming days. Please consult our website 
to see what services we will be holding. 
Thank you, Sean. 

A treasurer for the Friends – We  
urgently need to find a treasurer for the 
Friends of St Mary’s (and for that 
matter, a chair). The whole point of the 
Friends is that they raise funds for our 
church building and the members of the 
committee do not need to have any 
religious belief or regard for any reli-
gious activity that goes on in the build-
ing. If you know of anyone who may be 
able to take over this role please let me 
(or any member of the Friends com-
mittee) know. There is not a great deal 
of financial activity in an average year. 
More about the Friends at https://
fosmross.org.uk - Mark 

Parish Vision Day 

2021 Vision Day on 23rd January 2021. 

You are warmly invited to attend our 

2021 Vision Day where people from all 

three parishes will gather by Zoom to 

prayerfully discern how our vision 

might be developed and made more 

real in our parishes. The Bishop of  

Hereford the Rt Reverend Richard 

 Jackson will lead part of our vision day 

process. If you would like to join us 

please let Lou in the office know:  

administrator@rossparishes.uk  

or 562175. Thank you, Sean 

https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/
https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer
https://fosmross.org.uk
https://fosmross.org.uk

