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John, Apostle and Evangelist
We offer a warm welcome to
everyone at our services today

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love
“A cold coming they had of it at this time of
the year, just the worst time of the year to
take a journey, and specially a long
journey”these words of a sermon on the Nativity by
Launcelot Andrewes in 1622 were then used
by the poet T.S.Eliot in a well known poem
about the Magi. As we come to the end of
this terrible year this story of an arduous
journey is somehow a symbol of the long
path we have all taken to reach the New
Year. As if to remind us it’s not over, the
floods came again during the week and we
found ourselves walking back from a
birthday meal through the flood water in
Walford with water pouring into our
wellingtons! We perhaps have resigned
ourselves to the fact that often things have
to get worse before they get better.
The wise men on the Epiphany journey first
of all saw the light ahead of them and then
set out without delay and came through the
desert and darkness to the manger shrine.
The temptation now may be to cancel the
whole Christmas event and wait for Easter
when the situation has improved. Bishop

Andrewes in his sermon puts it like this:
“we would have put it off to the spring of
the year, till the days longer, and the ways
fairer, and the weather warmer, till better
travelling to Christ. Our Epiphany would
sure have fallen in Easter week at the
soonest.”
This is telling us that for us in the Church,
waiting for better days is not an option.
We are called to contemplate on the
wonders of the Christmas miracle of God
with us and then to act. Epiphany is about
setting out together in hope and
confidence in the New Year with a clear
vision of where God is calling us as a
Church. May I wish you all a blessed New
Year with a new vision of Faith, Hope and
Love.

Chris
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Prayer for today
Merciful Lord,
cast your bright beams of light upon the
Church:
that, being enlightened by the teaching
of your blessed apostle and evangelist
Saint John,
we may so walk in the light of your truth
that we may at last attain to the light of
everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ your incarnate
Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Post Communion Prayer
Grant, O Lord, we pray,
that the Word made flesh
proclaimed by your apostle John
may, by the celebration of these holy
mysteries,
ever abide and live within us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
In our prayers this week, we
pray for:
Those who are ill …
Sheila Walshaw and Doreen Bartrip
And all those infected and affected by the
coronavirus.

Today’s readings
First Reading 1 John 1
We declare to you what was from the
beginning, what we have heard, what we
have seen with our eyes, what we have
looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life – this life was
revealed, and we have seen it and testify to
it, and declare to you the eternal life that
was with the Father and was revealed to us
– we declare to you what we have seen and
heard so that you also may have fellowship
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are
writing these things so that our joy may be
complete. This is the message we have
heard from him and proclaim to you, that
God is light and in him there is no darkness
at all. If we say that we have fellowship with
him while we are walking in darkness, we lie
and do not do what is true; but if we walk in
the light as he himself is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all
sin. If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and
just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. If we say that we
have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us.

Those who have died…

Gospel Reading John 21.19b-end

Brian Williams and Hazel Coleman

After this Jesus said to Peter, ‘Follow me.’
Peter turned and saw the disciple whom
Jesus loved following them; he was the one
who had reclined next to Jesus at the
supper and had said, ‘Lord, who is it that is
going to betray you?’ When Peter saw him,
he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, what about him?’
Jesus said to him, ‘If it is my will that he
remain until I come, what is that to you?

Our parishes …
To inspire faith, hope and love during this
time.
For all who are isolated and lonely, for
the ill and bereaved.
For those on the medical front line of the
pandemic, especially at Ross Community
Hospital

Follow me!’ So the rumour spread in the
community that this disciple would not
die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he
would not die, but, ‘If it is my will that he
remain until I come, what is that to you?’
This is the disciple who is testifying to
these things and has written them, and we
know that his testimony is true. But there
are also many other things that Jesus did;
if every one of them were written down, I
suppose that the world itself could not
contain the books that would be written.

Parish Vision Day
2021 Vision Day on 23rd January 2021.
You are warmly invited to attend our 2021
Vision Day where people from all three
parishes will gather at St Mary’s Church
from 9am to 3pm or by Zoom to
prayerfully discern how our vision might
be developed and made more real in our
parishes. The Bishop of Hereford the
Rt Reverend Richard Jackson will lead part
of our vision day process. If you would like
to join us please let Lou in the office know:
administrator@rossparishes.uk
or 562175. Thank you, Sean

This week and beyond
It is likely that we will face renewed
restrictions on how we worship in the
coming days. Please consult our website
to see what services we will be holding.
Thank you, Sean.
A treasurer for the Friends – We urgently need to find a treasurer for the
Friends of St Mary’s (and for that
matter, a chair). The whole point of the
Friends is that they raise funds for our
church building and the members of the
committee do not need to have any
religious belief or regard for any religious activity that goes on in the building. If you know of anyone who may be
able to take over this role please let me
(or any member of the Friends committee) know. There is not a great deal
of financial activity in an average year.
More about the Friends at https://
fosmross.org.uk - Mark
Christmas Flowers at St Mary’s - any
donations for Christmas flowers can be
given to Sue Jones, Freda or to Lou in
the office.

Gospel readings through this
week
Mon: Matthew 18.1-10
Tues: John 1.1-18
Weds: John 1.29-34
Thurs: Luke 2.15-21
Fri: John 1.35-42
Sat: Luke 2.41-end
Sun: Luke 2.41-end
https://rossparishes.uk/faith-athome/

Services Today
Please note that all services will be
socially distanced and masks must be worn.
Please use the hand sanitiser provided when
entering the church. We are not allowed to
socially interact with anyone outside our
household or social bubble in the church.
8.00am BCP Communion Service - Ross

9.30am Live-streamed Benefice Eucharist Ross
Rev’d Colin Leggate and Rev’d Tiffany Jackson
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/

Morning Prayer this week
Morning prayer continues by Zoom at
9am each weekday. Follow the link from
our benefice website to join in. You will
also find the order of service which you
can use to pray Morning Prayer at home,
or with us via Zoom. rossparishes.uk/
morning-prayer

Services Next Week

Thursday 31st December
10am Livestreamed Eucharist - Ross
Sunday 3rd January
8.00am BCP Communion Service - Ross
9.30am Livestreamed All Saints Eucharist - Ross
9.30sm Parish Eucharist - Walford

