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The Fourth Sunday of Advent
We offer a warm welcome to
everyone at our services today

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love
So, are you ready for Christmas? Or have you
decided not to bother because, this year,
things may not be the same as before due to
the pandemic? I have no doubt that, for
many, this Christmas will be difficult. It may
not be possible to see loved ones and
celebrate together. But there is still so much
to celebrate.
Consider for a moment what an amazing
story this Christmas story is. Here we have
the Son of God born not in a great palace as
the son of a king or ruler, but in a borrowed
shed – the illegitimate son of an ordinary
young girl whose fiancé stood by her despite
the shame he might have felt at first. And
who were the first people to hear the good
news? No one of any great importance, just a
bunch of shepherds on a hillside – ordinary
folk doing their best to earn a living in difficult
times.
But the Christmas story is only the beginning.
Throughout his ministry, Jesus demonstrated
how the world needed to change: he cared
for the most vulnerable in society, healed the
sick and listened to those whom the rest of
society ignored. But he angered those in

power: this man who spoke of love and
forgiveness was not the Messiah they had
hoped for. They preferred to continue, in
Isaiah’s words, to walk in the darkness,
ignoring the light that Jesus brought into the
world.
Christmas is not just about the birth of a
small boy in Bethlehem, but rather marks
the start of the journey that small boy
made, by way of the sorrow of Gethsemane
and Golgotha, to the joy of Easter.
As we recall the birth of that vulnerable little
boy later this week, let us rejoice and give
thanks to God for that most amazing gift
offered to us: the gift of unconditional love
and salvation, the gift of light in a dark
world.
And our response to that gift must be to live
our lives reflecting that light to others,
despite the restrictions caused by our
current situation.
Happy Christmas
Freda
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Prayer for today
Eternal God,
as Mary waited for the birth of your Son,
so we wait for his coming in glory;
bring us through the birth pangs of this
present age
to see, with her, our great salvation
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Post Communion Prayer
Heavenly Father,
who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of the promised saviour:
fill us your servants with your grace,
that in all things we may embrace your
holy will
and with her rejoice in your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
In our prayers this week, we pray
for:
Those who are ill …
Sheila Walshaw and Doreen Bartrip
And all those infected and affected by the
coronavirus.
Those who have died…
Brian Williams, Joyce Sims, Hazel Coleman
and Audrey Jandrell

Our parishes …
To inspire faith, hope and love during this
time.
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the
ill and bereaved.
For those on the medical front line of the
pandemic, especially at Ross Community
Hospital

Today’s readings
First Reading Romans 16.25-27
To God who is able to strengthen you
according to my gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to
the revelation of the mystery that was kept
secret for long ages but is now disclosed,
and through the prophetic writings is made
known to all the Gentiles, according to the
command of the eternal God, to bring
about the obedience of faith – to the only
wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be
the glory for ever! Amen.
Gospel Reading Luke 1.26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was
sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he
came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured
one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. The
angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favour with God. And
now, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He
will be great, and will be called the Son of
the Most High, and the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his ancestor David. He
will reign over the house of Jacob for ever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end.’
Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be,
since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her,
‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be
holy; he will be called Son of God. And now,

your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth
month for her who was said to be barren.
For nothing will be impossible with God.’
Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of
the Lord; let it be with me according to
your word.’ Then the angel departed from
her.
This week and beyond
Christmas Services – You’ll find details for
all our Christmas services on the website
at rossparishes.uk/Christmas. Many of the
more popular services require booking
and are filling up fast (especially the two
carol services). You’ll find the booking
links on that page or contact the church
office. Mark
A treasurer for the Friends – We urgently
need to find a treasurer for the Friends of
St Mary’s (and for that matter, a chair).
The whole point of the Friends is that they
raise funds for our church building and the
members of the committee do not need to
have any religious belief or regard for any
religious activity that goes on in the
building. If you know of anyone who may
be able to take over this role please let me
(or any member of the Friends committee)
know. There is not a great deal of financial
activity in an average year. More about
the Friends at https://fosmross.org.uk Mark
Christmas Flowers at St Mary’s - any
donations for Christmas flowers can be
given to Sue Jones, Freda or to Lou in the
office.

Ross
Parishes
Christmas
Cards
2020 Bring Comfort and Joy to your
friends and neighbours: We have a
limited edition of our Ross Parishes
Christmas cards for 2020 featuring our
Comfort and Joy Christmas image taken
in St Mary's. Packs of 10 cards £5. There
are a few packs left which are available
from the church office from 9-2pm
weekdays. The sale of these cards will
support our Christmas campaign to
bring Comfort and Joy to the people of
the Ross Parishes. Caroline
100 Club Draw - the draw for
December 2020 has taken place and the
winners are: 1st Prize Richard
Mayo 2nd Prize Mary Phillips 3rd Prize
Enid Davies. Pauline Waters

Parish Vision Day
2021 Vision Day on 23rd January 2021.
You are warmly invited to attend our
2021 Vision Day where people from all
three parishes will gather at St Mary’s
Church from 9am to 3pm to prayerfully
discern how our vision might be
developed and made more real in our
parishes. The Bishop of Hereford the Rt
Reverend Richard Jackson will lead part
of our vision day process. If you would
like to join us please let Lou in the office
know: administrator@rossparishes.uk
or 562175. Thank you, Sean

Services Today

Services Next Week

Please note that all services will be
socially distanced and masks must be worn.
Please use the hand sanitiser provided when
entering the church. We are not allowed to
socially interact with anyone outside our
household or social bubble in the church.

Tuesday 22nd December
6.00pm Blue Christmas Service - Ross
Please book through our website

8.00am BCP Communion Service - Ross
Rev’d Martin Connop Price

Christmas Eve
10.00am Livestreamed Eucharist - Ross
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/
4.00pm Nativity Service - Walford (outdoor service)
4.00pm Crib Service - Ross Please book
5.30pm Carol on the Green - Ross Churchyard
9.00pm Christmas Service - Brampton Abbotts
Church Please book
11.30pm Midnight Mass - Walford Please book
11.30pm Midnight Mass - Ross Please book

9.30am Live-streamed Carol Eucharist - Ross
Rev’d Colin Leggate, Rev’d Tiffany Jackson and
Rev’d Sean Semple
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/
9.30am Carols and Communion - Walford
Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard
2.00pm Messy Church Drop in - Ross
Christine Cattanach
4pm & 6pm Carol Service - Ross
Rev’d Sean Semple and Rev’d Tiffany Jackson

Morning Prayer this week
Morning prayer continues by Zoom at 9am
each weekday. Follow the link from our
benefice website to join in. You will also
find the order of service which you can use
to pray Morning Prayer at home, or with
us via Zoom. rossparishes.uk/morningprayer

Wednesday 23rd December
5.30pm Carols on the Green - Ross Churchyard

Christmas Day
8.00am BCP Service - Ross
9.30am Parish Communion - Walford
9.30am Livestreamed Eucharist - Ross Please
book

Sunday 27th December
8.00am BCP Service - Ross
9.30am Livestreamed Benefice Eucharist - Ross

