
‘What if Jesus hadn’t been born?  What if 
he couldn’t be born?’ asked one year 5 
student from Ashfield Park Primary on 
Tuesday during their class visit to  
St. Mary’s.  What a fantastic theological 
and faith question!  

Every year we celebrate Advent, lighting 
candles and focusing on the patriarchs, the 
prophets, through to Jesus’ birth. We tell 
the nativity story, pull out the creche 
figures both at home and in church, and re-
enact the nativity story in our crib service 
on Christmas Eve. But do we really think 
about it? Do we ponder at the absurdness 
of God coming as a child and stand amazed 
at his creativity within the birth story? Or 
does putting out the nativity amount to 
putting milk and cookies out for Santa- 
something that we just always do, but 
without much thought.  

This year, as you put out your nativity 
scene, take a moment to play with it and 
ponder it. What difference does it make 
that Jesus was born?  Does it matter that 
the angels appeared to shepherds? How 
would the story change if Jesus had been 

Rector: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk (not Fri) 
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk |   07881420823 (not Fri) 
Walford: Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | chris@rossparishes.uk (Sun - Wed) 
Assistant Priest: Rev’d Colin Leggate |  colin@rossparishes.uk  
Assistant Priest: Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe  |  caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies  |   freda@rossparishes.uk  
Intergenerational Missioner: Christine Cattanach| christine@rossparishes.uk 
Administrator: Louise Jarvis |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rossparishes.uk  

born in a hospital instead of a stable? 
What would the world be like if Jesus had 
never come?  

Frederick Buechner said in Faces of Jesus, 

‘The incarnation is a kind of vast joke 

whereby the Creator of the ends of the 

earth comes among us in diapers… Until 

we too have taken the idea of the God-

man seriously enough to be scandalized by 

it, we have not taken it as seriously as it 

demands to be taken.’ This Christmas, let’s 

be scandalised and mystified and intrigued 

by the nativity story as if we are hearing it 

for the first time. Let’s ask the hard 

questions like that year 5 student, because 

as we explore those, I’m certain Christmas 

will mean so much more.  
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Prayer for today 

God for whom we watch and wait, 
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the 
way of your Son: 
give us courage to speak the truth, 
to hunger for justice, 
and to suffer for the cause of right, 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these 
heavenly gifts; 
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit 
that when your Christ comes again 
we may shine as lights before his face; 
who is alive and reigns now and for ever. 

In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Sheila Walshaw and Doreen Bartrip 
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 

Those who have died… 

Hazel Coleman, Roger Brooke and Audrey 
Jandrell 

Our parishes … 
To inspire greater faith, hope and love in 
our communities this Christmas. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the 
ill and bereaved.  

For those on the medical front line of the 
pandemic, especially at Ross Community 
Hospital  

 

 

 

Today’s readings 

First Reading 1 Thessalonians 5.16-24 

My brothers and sisters, Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. 
Do not despise the words of prophets, but 
test everything; hold fast to what is good; 
abstain from every form of evil. May the God 
of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and 
may your spirit and soul and body be kept 
sound and blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is 
faithful, and he will do this.  

Gospel Reading John 1.6-8, 19-28 

There was a man sent from God, whose name 

was John. He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe through 

him. He himself was not the light, but he 

came to testify to the light. This is the 

testimony given by John when the Jews sent 

priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 

‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not 

deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ 

And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you 

Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the 

prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ Then they said 

to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer 

for those who sent us. What do you say about 

yourself?’ He said, ‘I am the voice of one 

crying out in the wilderness, “Make straight 

the way of the Lord”’, as the prophet Isaiah 

said. Now they had been sent from the 

Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then are you 

baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor 

Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered them, 

‘I baptize with water. Among you stands one 

whom you do not know, the one who is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the 

thong of his sandal.’ This took place in 

Bethany across the Jordan where John was 

baptizing. 



This week and beyond 

Christmas Services – You’ll find details for 
all our Christmas services on the website at 
rossparishes.uk/Christmas. Many of the 
more popular services require booking and 
are filling up fast (especially the two carol 
services). You’ll find the booking links on 
that page or contact the church office. Mark 

Doorstep Carols Dec 16th at 6pm - We 
hope people will join in this venture to sing 
carols on their doorstep at 6pm on 
December 16th. Learn more from the 
website www.doorstepcarols.co.uk. Radio 
Hereford and Worcester will be involved so 
you could sing along with them or 
encourage your neighbours to choose their 
own carols. How wonderful it would be in 
this exceptional year if each neighbourhood 
in Ross joined together in this celebration of 
Christmas with a difference! Freda 

Carols on the Green - we will be able to 
gather socially distanced to sing Christmas 
Carols in the North churchyard at St Mary’s 
at 5.30pm on Wednesday 23rd and 
Thursday 24th December. We are also 
planning to have  hot refreshments 
provided in a COVID secure way.  

A treasurer for the Friends – We urgently 
need to find a treasurer for the Friends of St 
Mary’s (and for that matter, a chair). The 
whole point of the Friends is that they raise 
funds for our church building and the 
members of the committee do not need to 
have any religious belief or regard for any 
religious activity that goes on in the 
building. If you know of anyone who may be 
able to take over this role please let me (or 
any member of the Friends committee) 
know. There is not a great deal of financial 
activity in an average year. More about the 
Friends at https://fosmross.org.uk - Mark 

The Advent Calendar Trail has begun.  If 
you haven’t discovered any of the doors, 
have a look next time you are in 
town.   You may well recognise many 
and we are running a competition to see 
who can identify the most.  We hope to 
be able to offer a Christmas Hamper as a 
prize – if you can offer a Christmas good-
ie for this, please give it to Rachel or 
arrange to have it taken to the church 
office.  Please could we receive any  
donations by Wednesday 16th Decem-
ber.  Thank you, Rachel (01989 567845). 

Posada 2020 - In normal times I would 
be contacting you now to ask if you 
would host our travelling crib figures of 
Mary and Joseph for a night during Ad-
vent as part of our Posada initiative. This 
is not possible this year due to re-
strictions relating to Covid 19. Instead 
why not help us with a new initiative - 
we would like you to introduce us to 
your own Crib Figures – take a photo of 
your crib and email it to me along with 
some information about it – such as why 
it might be special to you, you might 
also like to add a short prayer. We will 
then post the pictures and the infor-
mation on our website and if we can 
make a display which will be left in 
church for visitors to see. Photos, infor-
mation, prayers etc. to me please any-
time before or during Advent thank you. 
freda@rossparishes.uk 

Christmas Flowers at St Mary’s - any 
donations for Christmas flowers can be 
given to Sue Jones, Freda or to Lou in 
the office. Thank you 
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 Services Next Week  

Thursday 17th December 
10.00am Eucharist  - Ross 
This service will be livestreamed:  
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/ 

7.30pm RBL Carol Service (by invitation) 
Rev’d Sean Semple, Rev’d Tiffany Jackson and  
Canon Freda Davies 
 
Sunday 20th December 
8.00am  BCP Communion Service - Ross 
9.30am  Live-streamed Carol Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am  Carols and Communion - Walford 
2.00pm  Messy Church Drop-in - Ross 
4.00pm  Carol Service - Ross 
6.00pm  Carol Service - Ross 

Services during Tier 2 
Please note that all services will be  
socially distanced and masks must be worn. 
Please use the hand sanitiser provided when 
entering the church. We are not allowed to  
socially interact with anyone outside our 
household or social bubble in the church. 

8.00am BCP Communion Service - Ross 
Rev’d Sean Semple 

9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe, Rev’d Sean 
Semple and Canon Freda Davies  
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/  

11.00am Family Christingle Service - Walford 
Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard, Rev’d  
Prebendary Caroline Pascoe and Rev’d  
Tiffany Jackson 
 
4.00pm Christingle Service - Ross 
The Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe, Rev’d 
Tiffany Jackson and Rev’d Sean Semple 
 
Come As You Are Service - Pre-recorded 
Rev’d Sean Semple and Rev’d Tiffany Jackson 

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom 
at 9am each weekday. Follow the 
link from our benefice website to 
join in. You will also find the order of 
service which you can use to pray 
Morning Prayer at home, or with us 
via Zoom. rossparishes.uk/morning-
prayer 

Ross Parishes Christmas Cards 
2020  Bring Comfort and Joy to your 
friends and neighbours: We have a lim-
ited edition of our Ross Parishes Christ-
mas cards for 2020 featuring our Comfort 
and Joy Christmas image taken in St 
Mary's. Packs of 10 cards £5. Available for 
purchase after church this Sunday. 
(Please put correct cash or a cheque in 
the box beside the cards) or from the 
parish office (mornings). The sale of these 
cards will support our Christmas cam-
paign to bring Comfort and Joy to the 
people of the Ross Parishes. Caroline 

Parish Vision Day 

2021 Vision Day on 23rd January 2021. 

You are warmly invited to attend our 

2021 Vision Day where people from all 

three parishes will gather at St Mary’s 

Church from 9am to 3pm to prayerfully 

discern how our vision might be  

developed and made more real in our 

parishes. The Bishop of Hereford the Rt 

Reverend Richard Jackson will lead part 

of our vision day process. If you would 

like to join us please let Lou in the office 

know: administrator@rossparishes.uk  

or 562175. Thank you, Sean 
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