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Remembrance Day

We offer a warm welcome to
everyone at our services today

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love
Those of a certain age will recall the
comedian, Robb Wilton, and his catchphrase
‘the day war broke out…’. On September 3rd.
1939, I was travelling across London with my
mother and as we walked briskly through the
subways at Charing Cross underground
station the newspaper sellers were calling
out ‘War declared, War declared!’
I can recall some of the detail of the coming
months… Uncle Mac on Children’s Hour, 5.30
bedtime, an Austin 8 milk van, a shire horse
called Ginger and a German plane ditched in
a nearby field, but these are all vague
memories possibly reinforced by retelling
over the years.

wartimes past, with a distinction between
ourselves and the human enemy, we have
the world of humanity facing up to an
almost invisible and droplet spread deathly
virus.
We remember those who fought on our
behalf to secure our freedom, and who gave
years of their lives, and even life itself, for
the future that we have enjoyed. This year
we add our remembrance of the lost front
line medical staff and other key workers and
recall their sacrifice with gratitude.

Although this time of year often prompts
memories we are actually concerned with a
much deeper revisiting of the past –
remembrance. This involves an altogether
higher level of recall taking us through the
factual to the spiritual and from the detail of
the past to determination for the future.

But our response has to be to work for a
better world. Covid, climate change and a
more equal distribution of our God-given
gifts require our considered attention as
nations and communities. One of the
readings for to-day urges us to recall that
‘Wisdom is radiant and unfading’ and so
may we all seek the many meanings of that
gift for our time and
for successive
generations.

That determination has been reinforced this
year because of the problems arising from
Covid 19. Unlike the remembrance of
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Today’s Collect
God, our refuge and strength,
bring near the day when wars shall cease
and poverty and pain shall end,
that earth may know the peace of heaven
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend
from heaven, and the dead in Christ will
rise first. Then we who are alive, who are
left, will be caught up in the clouds
together with them to meet the Lord in the
air; and so we will be with the Lord for
ever. Therefore encourage one another
with these words.

In our prayers this week, we pray

Gospel Reading Matthew 25.1-13

for:

Jesus spoke this parable to the disciples:
‘The kingdom of heaven will be like this.
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. Five of
them were foolish, and five were wise.
When the foolish took their lamps, they
took no oil with them; but the wise took
flasks of oil with their lamps. As the
bridegroom was delayed, all of them
became drowsy and slept. But at midnight
there was a shout, “Look! Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then
all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed
their lamps. The foolish said to the wise,
“Give us some of your oil, for our lamps
are going out.” But the wise replied, “No!
there will not be enough for you and for
us; you had better go to the dealers and
buy some for yourselves.” And while they
went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and
those who were ready went with him into
the wedding banquet; and the door was
shut. Later the other bridesmaids came
also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us.” But
he replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know
you.” Keep awake therefore, for you know
neither the day nor the hour.’

Those who are ill …
And all those infected and affected by the
coronavirus.
Those who have died…
Vera Foster and Evelyn Stonadge
Our parishes …
To inspire faith, hope and love during
lockdown.
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill
and bereaved.
For those on the medical front line of the
pandemic, especially at Ross Community
Hospital
Today’s readings
First Reading 1 Thessalonians 4.13-end

We do not want you to be uninformed,
brothers and sisters, about those who have
died, so that you may not grieve as others
do who have no hope. For since we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so,
through Jesus, God will bring with him those
who have died. For this we declare to you by
the word of the Lord, that we who are alive,
who are left until the coming of the Lord,
will by no means precede those who have
died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the archangel’s call and with

This week and beyond
Newsletter - please can any items for the
newsletter be given to the church office
by 10am on Thursdays.
If anyone would like to have a copy of the
newsletter posted out each week please
let Lou know in the office - 01989 562175
or administrator@rossparishes.uk
If you need to contact the church office,
please do so by email or phone as we
will be closed to visitors during lockdown.
Sean will be on leave from the 12-19th
November. During his leave, please
contact Tiffany for any pastoral matters.
tiffany@rossparishes.uk 07881420823
Good news from THE TOAST CLUB. As
from Wednesday 11th November Little
Toasties can listen to a story, enjoy a
scavenger hunt and a sing along any day
of the week, any time, it's all on line so
no going out in the cold! It also changes
weekly. Just log into Toast and Toddle
Group page on FaceBook. Anne Hughes
Messy
Church will be moving
temporarily on line until we can be
together in person. The Messy Church
Team are creating a short video on the
theme of Hope inspired by the story of
Noah’s Ark. This will be released on
Facebook and on our website on
Thursday 12th November at 4pm (and can
be viewed anytime). Messy Church
@Home will comprise of bags containing
everything you need to join in at home
which are available to collect from St
Mary’s Church porch on Wednesday or
Thursday
or
contact
Christine@rossparishes.uk if you would
like a bag delivered to your home.
Christine

Financial giving- As treasurer I am aware
that a number of people have found
difficulties in maintaining their desired
level of giving during the present pandemic. I hope the following may be of
some help.
There are a number of ways to give, even
when we are unable to attend church in
person. Firstly, the Parish Giving Scheme
(PSG) allows people to pay an amount
each month by direct debit. This can be
gift aided and PSG deal with collecting
the tax refund before paying over to the
church. There is a provision for payments
to be made anonymously. Secondly payments can be made by standing order.
Thirdly payments can also be made via
PayPal, which caters for regular payments or one off payments. For the more
technical minded there is the QR code on
both the weekly newsletters and the
orders of service for the 9.30am
broadcast services. Cash or cheques can
be sent to the parish office or placed in
the safety deposit box adjacent to the
north door of St. Mary’s
Further information can be found on the
Parishes’
website
(rossparishes.uk/
giving/), you can contact the office on
01989 562175 or email me at:
ross.treasurer@rossparishes.uk
Thank you, Roy Milnes, Treasurer.

Zoom Coffee Morning Nov 28th 10am
– 12 noon. Coffee morning bags are
now available to order @ £5 for a
portion of ground coffee or tea bags,
sugar and biscuits. One lucky bag will
contain a £10 voucher to spend on
Traidcraft products. To reserve a bag
call Margaret on 01989 566612.
Cakes and preserves will be available
to order. Please call Sue on
0744216391. More details next week.

Our Services Today

Needing to restock
the
cupboards?
Ready to do some
Christmas shopping?
We’ve made it even
easier to order your
Fairtrade products!
Go to our church website https://
rossparishes.uk/fairtrade-2/.
From
there you can check out the latest
catalogue or just use the form to
order all your regular favourites. Of
course, you can still order by
contacting Margaret at 01989 566
612. By ordering through the church,
you save on shipping as well as help
people to be paid a fair wage.

10.50am Remembrance Service - Walford
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and Canon
Freda Davies
This service has been pre-recorded and is
available via the website.
You may also attend a short outdoor service
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/

As we enter a further period of lockdown, all
Church of England churches have been closed
during the Coronavirus pandemic. We will
continue some services which will be available
via our website.
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross
Rev’d Colin Leggate, Rev’d Tiffany Jackson and
Dr Derek Glover
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/

11.05 Live-streamed Remembrance Day
Service - St Mary’s
RBL Chaplain and Rector, The Rev’d Sean
Semple, and The Rev’d Tiffany Jackson
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/

Services Next Week
Thursday 12th November
10.00am Eucharist - Ross
This service will be livestreamed:
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/

Gospel readings through this week
Mon: Luke 17.1-6
Tues: Luke 17.7-10
Weds: Luke 17.11-19
Thurs: Luke 17.20-25
Fri: Luke 17.26-end
Sat: Luke 18.1-8
Sun: Matthew 25.14-30
https://rossparishes.uk/faith-athome/

Sunday 15th November
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross
Morning Prayer this week
Morning prayer continues by Zoom at 9am
each weekday. Follow the link from our
benefice website to join in. You will also find
the order of service which you can use to
pray Morning Prayer at home, or with us via
Zoom.
rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

