
Today is the first Sunday in Advent. For those of 
us who are steeped in the Church’s traditions, 
Advent means a period of four weeks in which 
our readings, worship and prayer help us to 
remember and be renewed as we reflect on 
God’s profound plans to enter our reality in Jesus 
Christ. We also – somewhat less enthusiastically 
– remember that God promises at some 
undisclosed moment to re-enter human history 
in Christ, and thereby to bring it to a close with a 
final and perfect judgment of humanity. All very 
rich and spiritually nourishing fare! 

For most in our society, Advent means a calendar 
full of small treats that helps us to count down to 
Christmas. I am delighted by the wonderful work 
done by many of you working under the 
“Inspiring Faith” portfolio in creating Advent 
Calendar Trails – pictures of closed doors and 
inspiring windows that open day by day in 
Brampton Abbotts village, in Walford church 
grounds and around Ross starting on the 1st 
December. A wonderful way to bring Comfort 
and Joy to the people of our parishes this 
Christmas. Thank you to those involved for your 
creative, caring, and inspiring ministry in this 
dark year. 

The spirit of expectant waiting in Advent doesn’t 
tend to sit easily with some of us impatient 
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types. Most years, Rectors will find themselves 
refereeing the annual parish “Advent not 
Christmas” argument about whether Christmas 
Carols and Christmas Trees are offside during 
Advent or not. This year, as a nation and as a 
global community, we have experienced an 
excruciating wait for the pandemic to be over, 
for a vaccine to become available, to see loved 
ones again, to resume business trading, to hug 
and entertain and have some normality again. 
Just as society has been kind to itself and has 
brought the magic of Christmas early into a 
traumatised and weary world, so I believe that 
we should not tease out our own celebration of 
Christmas – heaven knows we need every 
encouragement to rejoice and be reminded of 
an incarnate God; who came into the world in 
the Christ Child to be its true light, and who 
gives power to those who receive him to 
become children of God.  

As our second lockdown ends, a full and safe 
Christmas programme for the Ross Parishes is 
being worked out. Please keep an eye on our 
website, Facebook page, and the newsletter to 
see what is planned. See you on Zoom, on the 
telly and hopefully soon in person! Love and 
Advent blessings,  

Sean 
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Prayer for today 

Almighty God, 
as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin  
to the light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Doreen Bartrip 
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 

Those who have died… 

Arthur Stonadge 

Our parishes … 
To inspire faith, hope and love during this 
time. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the 
ill and bereaved.  

For those on the medical front line of the 
pandemic, especially at Ross Community 
Hospital  

Today’s readings 

First Reading 1 Corinthians 1.3-9 

My brothers and sisters: Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God 
always for you because of the grace of 
God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, for in every way you have been 
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge 
of every kind – just as the testimony of 
Christ has been strengthened among you – 
so that you are not lacking in any spiritual 
gift as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen 

you to the end, so that you may be 
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. God is faithful; by him you were 
called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Gospel Reading Mark 13.24-37 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, 

after that suffering, the sun will be 

darkened, and the moon will not give its 

light, and the stars will be falling from 

heaven, and the powers in the heavens will 

be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of 

Man coming in clouds” with great power 

and glory. Then he will send out the angels, 

and gather his elect from the four winds, 

from the ends of the earth to the ends of 

heaven. ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: 

as soon as its branch becomes tender and 

puts forth its leaves, you know that 

summer is near. So also, when you see 

these things taking place, you know that he 

is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, 

this generation will not pass away until all 

these things have taken place. Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will not 

pass away. ‘But about that day or hour no 

one knows, neither the angels in heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, 

keep alert; for you do not know when the 

time will come. It is like a man going on a 

journey, when he leaves home and puts his 

slaves in charge, each with his work, and 

commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. Therefore, keep awake – for you do 

not know when the master of the house 

will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or 

at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may 

find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 

And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 

awake.’  

 



This week and beyond 

Posada 2020 - In normal times I would be 
contacting you now to ask if you would 
host our travelling crib figures of Mary and 
Joseph for a night during Advent as part of 
our Posada initiative. This is not possible 
this year due to restrictions relating to 
Covid 19. Instead why not help us with a 
new initiative - we would like you to 
introduce us to your own Crib Figures – 
take a photo of your crib and email it to 
me along with some information about it – 
such as why it might be special to you, you 
might also like to add a short prayer. We 
will then post the pictures and the 
information on our website and if we can 
make a display which will be left in church 
for visitors to see. Photos, information, 
prayers etc. to me please anytime before 
or during Advent thank you. 
freda@rossparishes.uk 

Doorstep Carols Dec 16th at 6pm - We 
hope people will join in this venture to sing 
carols on their doorstep at 6pm on 
December 16th. Learn more from the 
website www.doorstepcarols.co.uk. Radio 
Hereford and Worcester will be involved 
so you could sing along with them or 
encourage your neighbours to choose their 
own carols. How wonderful it would be in 
this exceptional year if each 
neighbourhood in Ross joined together in 
this celebration of Christmas with a 
difference! Freda 

Messy Church - will be taking place on 
Thursday 3rd December from 3.30pm in 
real life at St Mary’s. There will also be a 
live streamed short Christingle Service. 
Pick up a bag at St Marys. You can book via 
Eventbrite: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/
e/130324577319 

Advent Calendar Trails round Ross  
parishes - Look out for our Advent  
Calendar Trails - numbered pictures of 
closed doors and windows that open day 
by day from 1 December - round Bramp-
ton Abbotts village, Walford churchyard, 
and Ross town and St Mary's. Follow the 
QR code to listen to a carol and 
more... The doors will also open on our 
website and social media each day. A 
small way of bringing Comfort and Joy to 
people of all ages across our parishes this 
Advent. Caroline 

Financial giving- As treasurer I am aware 
that a number of people have found  
difficulties in maintaining their desired 
level of giving during the present  
pandemic. I hope the following may be of 
some help. There are a number of ways 
to give, even when we are unable to 
attend church in person. Firstly, the Par-
ish Giving Scheme (PSG) allows people to 
pay an amount each month by direct 
debit. This can be gift aided and PSG deal 
with collecting the tax refund before pay-
ing over to the church. There is a provi-
sion for payments to be made anony-
mously. Secondly payments can be made 
by standing order. Thirdly payments can 
also be made via PayPal, which caters for 
regular payments or one off payments. 
For the more technical minded there is 
the QR code on both the weekly news-
letters and the orders of service for the 
9.30am broadcast services.  Cash or 
cheques can be sent to the parish office 
or placed in the safety deposit box adja-
cent to the north door of St. Mary’s. Fur-
ther information can be found on the 
Parishes’ website (rossparishes.uk/
giving/), you can contact the office on 
01989 562175 or email me at: 
ross.treasurer@rossparishes.uk   
Thank you, Roy Milnes, Treasurer.  
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Services Next Week  

Thursday 3rd December 
10.00am Eucharist  - Ross 
This service will be livestreamed:  
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/ 

3.30pm Messy Church Advent Christingle at  
St Mary 
 
Sunday 6th December 
8.00am BCP Communion Service in St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am Parish Eucharist at Walford 

Services are restarting 
Public worship has now resumed so all our usual 
services will restart from next week. 

Please note that all services will be  
socially distanced and masks must be worn. 
Please use the hand sanitiser provided when 
entering the church. We are not allowed to  
socially interact with anyone outside our house-
hold or social bubble in the church. 

9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 
Rev’d Sean Semple, Rev’d Canon Chris 
Blanchard and Rev’d Tiffany Jackson 
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/  

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom at 9am 
each weekday. Follow the link from our 
benefice website to join in. You will also find 
the order of service which you can use to 
pray Morning Prayer at home, or with us via 
Zoom. rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Dear Friends - Heartfelt thanks for all 
your prayers for my suffering son-in-law  
Rob Seaborn all these weeks (8 months) 
and his wife, my daughter, Penny. He is 
now ploughing through a long second 
course of chemo culminating in further 
surgery in Spring. Morale mostly good. 
Able to do more on an ‘even keel’ at the 
moment. Much gratitude from me and 
my family. Such a testing time.  
Toni Williams. 

Looking for a good book this Advent?  
How about a group to 
discuss it with?  We are 
doing an Advent book 
club starting Wednes-
day December at 1pm 
on Zoom. Bring your 
lunch and join us for 45 
minutes of open discus-
sion. We will be reading 

Paula Gooder’s The Meaning is in the 
Waiting. If you need to order a copy 
through the church, or for more details 
contact: tiffany@rossparishes.uk or the 
church office. Zoom Meeting ID: 858 
3100 4241 

Parish Vision Day 

2021 Vision Day on 23rd January 2020. 

You are warmly invited to attend our 

2021 Vision Day where people from all 

three parishes will gather at St Mary’s 

Church from 9am to 3pm to prayerfully 

discern how our vision might be  

developed and made more real in our 

parishes. The Bishop of Hereford the Rt 

Reverend Richard Jackson will lead part 

of our vision day process. If you would 

like to join us please let Lou in the office 

know:  

administrator@rossparishes.uk  

or 562175. Thank you, Sean 
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