
It was encouraging to see the birth of another 
new service last Sunday. What I especially loved 
was its name, Come As You Are. As a church 
whose vision is to be inclusive and 
intergenerational the invitational and 
nonjudgmental sentiment in this welcoming 
name I hope speaks about who we are as the 
body of Christ. 
 
My own experience as a complete newcomer to 
the Church of England, someone who was 
different and someone who was employed to 
help support change has on the whole been 
that of acceptance and welcome and love. Most 
especially by those who took the time to 
educate and answer my sometimes persistent 
questions about new to me ways of 
worshipping. Today I find myself a confirmed 
Anglican who is still mystified by some things, 
but I hope I have by being different, been able 
to influence others to think differently and be 
open hearted to growing in new ways. I hope 
that as churches in this benefice we all 
celebrate difference as something from which 
we can learn and grow. 
  
In this week’s gospel reading as we are again 
confined to our homes may we be inspired by 
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the words of our gospel reading this week. 
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my family, 
you did it to me.” Verse 40 deepens the 
sentiment of ‘come as you are’ and challenges 
us to see Jesus in everyone we meet.   
 
In this particular and peculiar locked down 
season, the least may not necessarily be those 
we have typically thought of but those who 
struggle to reach out and ask for help, those 
who feel lost and alone because usually their 
lives are full of interaction with others in real 
life. Suddenly isolation and the thought of 
winter are overwhelming companions for 
people to whom a phone call or a card through 
the post letting them know they are not 
forgotten is something simple we could all do.  
 
As we sit in our homes or get our daily excessive 
allowance, may we ask God to inspire us to 
action for the more obvious causes and to reach 
out those a little closer to home.  
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Today’s Collect 

God the Father, 
help us to hear the call of Christ the King 
and to follow in his service, 
whose kingdom has no end; 
for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, one glory. 
Amen. 

In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Doreen Bartrip 
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 

Those who have died… 

Vera Foster  
 

Our parishes … 
To inspire faith, hope and love during 
lockdown. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the 
ill and bereaved.  

For those on the medical front line of the 
pandemic, especially at Ross Community 
Hospital  

Today’s readings 

First Reading Ephesians 1.15-end 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus 
and your love towards all the saints, and 
for this reason I do not cease to give thanks 
for you as I remember you in my prayers. I 
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation as you come to 
know him, so that, with the eyes of your 
heart enlightened, you may know what is 
the hope to which he has called you, what 

are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
among the saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his 
great power. God put this power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in 
the age to come. And he has put all things 
under his feet and has made him the head over 
all things for the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all.  

Gospel Reading Matthew 25.31-46 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘When the Son of 

Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 

him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 

All the nations will be gathered before him, 

and he will separate people one from another 

as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 

goats, and he will put the sheep at his right 

hand and the goats at the left. Then the king 

will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you 

that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 

of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me something 

to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 

me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I 

was sick and you took care of me, I was in 

prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous 

will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we 

saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty 

and gave you something to drink? And when 

was it that we saw you a stranger and 

welcomed you, or naked and gave you 

clothing? And when was it that we saw you 

sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king 

will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you 

did it to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me.” Then 



he will say to those at his left hand, “You 

that are accursed, depart from me into the 

eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 

angels; for I was hungry and you gave me 

no food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you 

did not welcome me, naked and you did 

not give me clothing, sick and in prison and 

you did not visit me.” Then they also will 

answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw 

you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 

naked or sick or in prison, and did not take 

care of you?” Then he will answer them, 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to 

one of the least of these, you did not do it 

to me.” And these will go away into eternal 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal 

life.’  

 

This week and beyond 

Posada 2020 - In normal times I would be 
contacting you now to ask if you would 
host our travelling crib figures of Mary and 
Joseph for a night during Advent as part of 
our Posada initiative. This is not possible 
this year due to restrictions relating to 
Covid 19. Instead why not help us with a 
new initiative - we would like you to 
introduce us to your own Crib Figures – 
take a photo of your crib and email it to 
me along with some information about it – 
such as why it might be special to you, you 
might also like to add a short prayer. We 
will then post the pictures and the 
information on our website and if we can 
make a display which will be left in church 
for visitors to see. Photos, information, 
prayers etc. to me please anytime before 
or during Advent thank you. 
freda@rossparishes.uk 

  

Financial giving- As treasurer I am aware 
that a number of people have found  
difficulties in maintaining their desired 
level of giving during the present  
pandemic. I hope the following may be of 
some help. There are a number of ways to 
give, even when we are unable to attend 
church in person. Firstly, the Parish Giving 
Scheme (PSG) allows people to pay an 
amount each month by direct debit. This 
can be gift aided and PSG deal with  
collecting the tax refund before paying 
over to the church. There is a provision for 
payments to be made anonymously.  
Secondly payments can be made by stand-
ing order. Thirdly payments can also be 
made via PayPal, which caters for regular 
payments or one off payments. For the 
more technical minded there is the QR 
code on both the weekly newsletters and 
the orders of service for the 9.30am broad-
cast services.  Cash or cheques can be sent 
to the parish office or placed in the safety 
deposit box adjacent to the north door of 
St. Mary’s. Further information can be 
found on the Parishes’ website 
(rossparishes.uk/giving/), you can contact 
the office on 01989 562175 or email me at: 
ross.treasurer@rossparishes.uk   
Thank you, Roy Milnes, Treasurer.  

Advance Notice -Doorstep Carols - Are you 
worried you may not be able to sing any 
Christmas Carols this year? No problem! 
On December 16th at 6pm we are invited 
to unite with other parishes throughout 
the country to stand on our doorsteps or 
at the end of our drives and - socially dis-
tantly of course - join our neighbours to 
sing Carols. Radio Hereford and Worcester 
is getting involved as will be other radio 
stations around the country. For this  
venture to be a success, it would be good if 
someone would help to co-ordinate this in 
their own neighbourhood. Could this be 
you? If so contact me for further details. 
freda@rossparishes.uk 
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Services Next Week  

Thursday 26th November 
10.00am Eucharist  - Ross 
This service will be livestreamed:  
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/ 
 
Sunday 29th November 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 

Our Services Today 
As we enter a further period of lockdown, all 
Church of England churches have been closed 
during the Coronavirus pandemic. We will  
continue some services which will be available 
via our website. 

9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 
Rev’d Sean Semple, The Rev’d Prebendary 
Caroline Pascoe and Dr Derek Glover 
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/  

11.00am Zoom Family Service - Walford 
Rev’d Chris Blanchard & The Rev’d Prebendary 
Caroline Pascoe  

Gospel readings through this week  
Mon: Luke 21.1-4 
Tues: Luke 21.5-11 
Weds: Luke 21.12-19 
Thurs: Luke 21.20-28 
Fri: Luke 21.29-33 
Sat: Luke 21.34-36 
Sun: Mark 13.24-end 
https://rossparishes.uk/faith-at-home/  

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom at 9am 
each weekday. Follow the link from our 
benefice website to join in. You will also find 
the order of service which you can use to 
pray Morning Prayer at home, or with us via 
Zoom.  
rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Zoom Coffee Morning Sat 28th Nov 10 
am – 12 noon. We are looking forward 
to ‘seeing’ you all on Nov 28th. The 
meeting link for joining is https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/82346692719 and 
meeting ID is 823 4669 2719, this can 
also be found on the Events page of the 
church website and our Facebook page. 
Christmas goods can be found on the 
Fairtrade page of the website. You can 
still reserve a bag with coffee/tea, sugar 
and biscuits @£5 which can be delivered 
or can be collected from Margaret, 
01989566612. Don’t forget to order deli-
cious cakes, jams and chutneys from Sue, 
07442163291.This will be the last oppor-
tunity this year to meet at a coffee morn-
ing. We usually raise over £1000 over the 
year as well as enjoying each other’s 
company, sadly, this year we will fall far 
short of £1000, but every little helps! 
Margaret 

Looking for a 
good book this 
Advent?  How 
about a group to 
discuss it with?  
We are doing an 
Advent book club 
starting Wednes-
day 2 December 
at 1pm on Zoom. 
Bring your lunch 

and join us for 45 minutes of open dis-
cussion. We will be reading Paula Good-
er’s The Meaning is in the Waiting. If you 
need to order a copy through the church, 
or for more details contact  
tiffany@rossparishes.uk or the church 
office. Zoom Meeting ID: 858 3100 4241 
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