
I have been re-reading the “papers” 
produced last Advent by the Bible Study 
groups and thinking to myself that it had 
been a really lovely project to have done. 
Our brief was to produce a tabloid style 
newssheet as if written in Bethlehem 
during that “first Christmas”. There were 
two completed, the Mews News and the 
Crescent Chronicles and you can read 
them now from the ‘Growing Faith at 
Home’ section of the benefice web site. If 
you don’t have a computer then please 
phone me (number at bottom of page) and 
I will print them off for you. 

It seems to me a year on that the articles 
are decidedly biblical; many begin with the 
words – ‘this is what they said - - - ‘, 
compare this with the gospel writers ‘Jesus 
said - - -‘. Other articles began - ‘this is 
what they did - - - -‘, compare this with the 
gospel writers ‘Jesus did - - -‘. Yet more 
articles began ‘this is what I think - - - ‘, 
compare this with Paul and the other 
epistle writers interpreting faith law grace 
etc. One letter to the editor rants on 
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eloquently about the failure of the 
authorities to do their job, compare this 
with the psalmist ‘Why O God haven’t you 
done - - - ‘.  Other articles about the effect 
the census was having on the travel 
industry (Covid restrictions) and the 
problem of fake news (American 
elections) are not only so pertinent for 
today but bring up flashes of the Old 
Testament prophets urging Israel to travel 
with their God and not be waylaid by false 
gods. 

All in all, a biblical method for a biblical 
subject. 

Now to this Advent. Whatever your 
Advent project, and do please have one, 
ground it in the bible and next year you 
will look back and say to yourself “That 
was a really lovely project”. 

Colin 
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Today’s Collect 

Heavenly Lord, 
you long for the world’s salvation: 
stir us from apathy, 
restrain us from excess 
and revive in us new hope 
that all creation will one day be healed 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 

Those who have died… 

Vera Foster  
 

Our parishes … 
To inspire faith, hope and love during 
lockdown. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved.  

For those on the medical front line of the 
pandemic, especially at Ross Community 
Hospital  

Today’s readings 

First Reading 1 Thessalonians 5.1-11 

Concerning the times and the seasons, 
brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 
anything written to you. For you yourselves 
know very well that the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief in the night. When they say, 
‘There is peace and security,’ then sudden 
destruction will come upon them, as labour 
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there 
will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in 
darkness, for that day to surprise you like a 
thief; for you are all children of light and 
children of the day; we are not of the night or 

of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as 
others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 
for those who sleep sleep at night, and those 
who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we 
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on 
the breastplate of faith and love, and for a 
helmet the hope of salvation. For God has 
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
died for us, so that whether we are awake or 
asleep we may live with him. Therefore 
encourage one another and build up each 
other, as indeed you are doing.  

Gospel Reading Matthew 25.14-30  

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘The kingdom of 

heaven is as if a man, going on a journey, 

summoned his slaves and entrusted his 

property to them; to one he gave five talents, 

to another two, to another one, to each 

according to his ability. Then he went away. 

The one who had received the five talents 

went off at once and traded with them, and 

made five more talents. In the same way, the 

one who had the two talents made two more 

talents. But the one who had received the one 

talent went off and dug a hole in the ground 

and hid his master’s money. After a long time 

the master of those slaves came and settled 

accounts with them. Then the one who had 

received the five talents came forward, 

bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you 

handed over to me five talents; see, I have 

made five more talents.” His master said to 

him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 

you have been trustworthy in a few things, I 

will put you in charge of many things; enter 

into the joy of your master.” And the one with 

the two talents also came forward, saying, 

“Master, you handed over to me two talents; 

see, I have made two more talents.” His 

master said to him, “Well done, good and 

trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy 

in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 



things; enter into the joy of your master.” 

Then the one who had received the one 

talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I 

knew that you were a harsh man, reaping 

where you did not sow, and gathering 

where you did not scatter seed; so I was 

afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the 

ground. Here you have what is yours.” But 

his master replied, “You wicked and lazy 

slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where 

I did not sow, and gather where I did not 

scatter? Then you ought to have invested 

my money with the bankers, and on my 

return I would have received what was my 

own with interest. So take the talent from 

him, and give it to the one with the ten 

talents. For to all those who have, more will 

be given, and they will have an abundance; 

but from those who have nothing, even 

what they have will be taken away. As for 

this worthless slave, throw him into the 

outer darkness, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.”’ 

This week and beyond 

Come in your 
pyjamas!  Come 
with your family! 
Come as you are! 
Watch out for our 
new informal, 
down to earth 

service called “Come as You Are”, this 
Sunday, 15 November at 4pm. This service 
has been pre-recorded, but we are looking 
forward to meeting live on 20 December at 
4pm @ St. Mary's. We hope you will enjoy 
this short service of contemporary worship 
and teaching. 

Sean will be on leave from the 12-19th  
November. During his leave, please contact 
Tiffany for any pastoral matters.   
tiffany@rossparishes.uk   07881420823  

LEAF - next Friday 20th November, 5-6pm. 
For young people from years 7 to 10. A 
mixture of fun, games, eating and faith. All 
welcome. To get the zoom link please  
contact Christine -  
christne@rossparishes.uk 

Good news from THE TOAST CLUB. Little 

Toasties can now listen to a story, enjoy a 

scavenger hunt and a sing along any day of 

the week, any time, it's all on line so no 

going out in the cold! It also changes week-

ly. Just log into Toast and Toddle Group 

page on FaceBook.  Anne Hughes   

Financial giving- As treasurer I am aware 
that a number of people have found  
difficulties in maintaining their desired 
level of giving during the present  
pandemic. I hope the following may be of 
some help. There are a number of ways to 
give, even when we are unable to attend 
church in person. Firstly, the Parish Giving 
Scheme (PSG) allows people to pay an 
amount each month by direct debit. This 
can be gift aided and PSG deal with col-
lecting the tax refund before paying over 
to the church. There is a provision for pay-
ments to be made anonymously. Secondly 
payments can be made by standing order. 
Thirdly payments can also be made via 
PayPal, which caters for regular payments 
or one off payments. For the more tech-
nical minded there is the QR code on both 
the weekly newsletters and the orders of 
service for the 9.30am broadcast ser-
vices.  Cash or cheques can be sent to the 
parish office or placed in the safety deposit 
box adjacent to the north door of St. 
Mary’s 

Further information can be found on the 
Parishes’ website (rossparishes.uk/giving/), 
you can contact the office on 01989 
562175 or email me at: 
ross.treasurer@rossparishes.uk   
Thank you, Roy Milnes, Treasurer.  
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Services Next Week  

Thursday 19th November 
10.00am Eucharist  - Ross 
This service will be livestreamed:  
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/ 
 
Sunday 22nd November 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 
 
11am Zoom Family Service - Walford 

Our Services Today 
As we enter a further period of lockdown, all 
Church of England churches have been closed 
during the Coronavirus pandemic. We will  
continue some services which will be available 
via our website. 

9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 
Rev’d Colin Leggate, Rev’d Tiffany Jackson and 
Dr Derek Glover 
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/  

9.30am Parish Eucharist - Walford 
Rev’d Chris Blanchard 
A pre-recorded service available via the website 
and Facebook page 

4pm Come As You Are, informal service  
A pre-recorded service available via the website 

Gospel readings through this week  
Mon: Luke 18.35-end 
Tues: Luke 19.1-10 
Weds: Luke 19.11-28 
Thurs: Luke 19.41-44 
Fri: Luke 19.45-end 
Sat: Luke 20.27-40 
Sun: Matthew 25.31-end 
https://rossparishes.uk/faith-at-home/  

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom at 9am 
each weekday. Follow the link from our 
benefice website to join in. You will also find 
the order of service which you can use to 
pray Morning Prayer at home, or with us via 
Zoom.  
rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

The 100 Club Draw for November has taken 
place and the winners are: 1st  Barbara 
Wardle    2nd  Marian Francis   3rd Melanie 
Mellor 
 
Walford Family Service - we shall be in lock-
down for our next family service at Walford 
on 22 November. It will be really good if we 
can get together via a zoom service so that 
we can meet up with each other again. It is 
a special Sunday called Christ the King, as 
we begin to look forward to Advent and 
Christmas when we welcome King Jesus. 
This year we shall need the special joy of 
this season more than ever as we look for-
ward to celebrating the true spirit of Christ-
mas. Could I ask you to put this date in your 
diary and also let me know if you have any 
good ideas on how we might celebrate with 
some special online activities? Chris 

Zoom Coffee Morning update - Sue will be 
baking Victoria and coffee sponges @ £4 
and small, brandy laced Christmas cakes @ 
£5 and there may be mince pies and short-
bread. She also has tomato chutney and 
bean chutney, plum jam and damson jam @ 
£1.50 a jar. 
 
The Mortimer History Society presents - 

Decorated in glory: Churches, church build-

ing and people in Herefordshire in the 14th 

century, which features St Mary’s. An online 

conference on Saturday 21st November 

2020, 10.00am to 12.45pm. Please contact 

the church office for more details on how to 

book. 
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