
Is Roman Rule the fulfilment of God’s promise of a Redeemer? 
Rabbi Jacobus of the academic wing of the Bethel Synagogue addressed the assembly last Saturday as 
usual. During his address he drew attention to the scroll of the prophesies of Isaiah, and the many 
references to God’s intention to send a Redeemer for the Nation of Israel. The Rabbi acknowledged 
the traditional interpretation that a Redeemer would free this Nation from oppression. 
 

However he gave a fresh interpretation. He proposed that the current rule of Rome does in fact bring 
many advantages to this nation. Our roads have been improved, trade is increased and we have access 
through Rome  to the greater knowledge available in the outside world. 
 

We see the occupation force as an oppressive force, yet they also maintain law and order and deal 
with the criminal element in society.  ‘Surely’, he said, ‘these things have a redeeming effect on our 
society. The influence of Rome is making us part of  the wider picture of a more civilized world . The 
future of this country will depend on our ability to be part of an economic power stretching far beyond 
our present borders. ‘We need the advantages Rome is bringing, we are enriched by them.’ 
 

In conclusion Rabbi Jacobus declared that such advantages ‘are surely the will of God to bring our 
country into all the blessings  that God desires for us.’ 
 

The synagogue’s Rabbis will discuss his findings during the week. 

Mews  News 
Special Census Edition The Travel Column 

This issue, instead of featuring a 
particular place,  I thought it 
might be useful to take a look at 
the actual journey. Now that the 
Roman Empire has extended so 
far, it can make travelling a lot 
easier. We might not like being 
part of such an organization that 
has taken over most of a 
continent but provided you have 
the right documents, it can 
mean relatively free movement, 
unlike in times past, when 
hostile tribes in places like 
Canaan could ruin an innocent 
adventure! 
 

First of all, take care in deciding 
where you want to go and 
when. With a Census coming up, 
there will be a lot of travellers, 
and I mean a lot; so make your 
plans and book well in advance 
for accommodation both on the 
way and at your destination. 
This is less of problem in cities 
like Jerusalem which is used to 
hosting many pilgrims and 
visitors, but smaller places such 
as Bethlehem could be fully 
booked weeks ahead, and then 
what would you do? 
 

If you are contemplating a long 
journey, across various lands, 
again make your plans in plenty 
of time and take care you have 
the right documents particularly 
if you are carrying gifts. Also 
ensure you have adequate 
means of navigation—not 
everyone has a degree in 
astronomy! 
 

It is good to tap into local 
knowledge when you reach your 
destination. The capital or main 
city of an area is usually a good 
place to start. Try to meet up 
with people in the same line of 
work as yourself for advice on 
where to go and what or who to 
see. It’s all very well for Kings 
and Rulers who seem to have an 
“old boy’s network” to call on 
for advice, but the rest of us 
can’t just drop in to palaces.   
 

Anyway, wherever your journey 
takes you, travel well and God 
Speed. I will be back next issue 
with a feature on the attractions 
of Nazareth. 
  

Focus on BETHLEHEM 
Another in our series “Towns of Judea” 

This sleepy small town in the hill country of Judea has a significant place in the history of this nation. 
Situated ten kilometres south of our capital, Jerusalem, it enjoys an elevated position, fertile fields and 
hillsides, and benefits from cooling breezes from the eastern sea which often blow in during the 
hottest part of the day in July and August. 
 

Our Scriptures refer to Bethlehem’s other name, Ephrathah, which was an old name for that area of 
the hills, and also speaks of the fertility of the area. 
 

It is important to remember that this seemingly insignificant place has a history that goes back to the 
beginning of Jewish history when Abraham and his family first settled in this area. God promised 
Abraham to make his descendants as many as the stars in the night sky, and this began to be fulfilled 
through his grandson Jacob. Bethlehem became the resting place of Rachel, Jacob’s best loved wife, 
who died giving birth to Jacob’s twelfth son Benjamin. Her grave is still marked to this day. 
 

The reason for the importance of Bethlehem is confirmed in the story of Ruth, who with her husband 
were forced to move to Moab during a famine. While there, Ruth lost both her husband and her only 
two sons. Better harvests in her home town brought Ruth and her son’s widows back there. The story 
had a happy ending with one of Naomi ’s daughter’s-in-law, Ruth, marrying back into the tribe of 
Judah, thus securing the family lands in Bethlehem for future generations. 
 

David, Israel’s greatest king, began life as a shepherd in these hills. His position as youngest in his 
family did not disqualify him from the call of God through the prophet Samuel. As is well known, David 
proved himself a mighty leader of men and through his exploits the city of David was established and is 
still our capital city. 
 

The prophet Micah also mentions Bethlehem. Although he also has a lot to say about Jerusalem and its 
destiny, he prophesies a future leader will come from this small town of Bethlehem. 
 

We recommend you visit this place and enjoy the hillsides surrounding her. The area is famous for fine 
woven wool and beautiful embroidery. You may also ponder God’s purposes in raising up another 
national leader from this place. 

Better than the West End? 
As your Arts correspondent I am usually in the West end of the country. but this week I was in the East 

and surprised by a Flash Mob performance worthy of Jerichobury. (It reminded me of the time when 

Joshua brought the house down!) It was a cold, crisp night outside Bethlehem when suddenly, a 

dazzling figure appeared from nowhere and proclaimed that he brought ‘good tidings of great joy’, an 

unusual lyric I thought. The strange production continued when he (or was it she) was joined by a 

chorus of backing singers with a uplifting rendition of ‘Glory to God in the highest and peace to all the 

earth’. Whoever the lyricist was, they were certainly in tune with the feeling of the nation who are 

desperate for peace and stability. The lighting and the costumes were spectacular and the production 

deserves to be seen by a wider audience. 

Shenigans with the Shekels 
Right now there are amazing investment opportunities here in the West Bank, South of Jerusalem. Since King Herod added his name to the 
Roman Decree that all men should be registered in the town of their birth, there has been an enormous rise in the movement of people in 
the area. This has given an opportunity for three companies in particular to expand and I consider them a great investment at the moment 
and should seriously be considered by those looking for a depository for their surplus shekels.  

See page 2 for more from our Financial Investment Expert ……. 

Weather Watch: 

Starry Skies! 



Police fear crowd trouble 
By our sports correspondent 

Bethlehem Police have insisted that the league match between Bethlehem Town 
and Nazareth Rovers be moved back a couple of days before Census day, which 
was the scheduled match day. Ben Trafficus, Bethlehem’s Chief of Police, has said 
that he has insufficient officers to control both the football fans and the crowds 
expected to be reporting to the Census booths. 

The Bethlehem Chamber of Commerce has welcomed this move as the high-flying 
Nazareth team have a very loyal fan base and are likely to bring a large following 
down south for this key match. Accommodation will be tight, but traders are 
anticipating a bumper few days. The downside to this will be the extra taxes likely 
to be levied by the Roman authorities. 

Nazareth Rovers are currently lying second in the table, just below West Haifa 
Albion, with the league’s top scorer, Simon Cain, leading their attack. Bethlehem 
Town have been boosted by the loan signings of two Roman centre backs whose 
defensive qualities have enabled the Town team to stay above the relegation zone. 
Much needed points are at stake and players and supporters should be reassured 
that VAR will be available to sort out disputed decisions. 

For Joe Wood, the popular secretary of the Nazareth supporters club, who hasn’t 
missed a game all season, there is the real possibility that he’ll have to give this 
game a miss because his pregnant partner is due to give birth around Census day. 

Readers Letters 
A Career as a Pharisee? 

Dear Sir, 
I wonder if any of your readers could advise me? 
My son is an intelligent and honourable young man 
and my husband and I would like to see him settled 
in a suitable career. Recently he has expressed a 
desire to train to become a Pharisee. I realise this is 
an esteemed career but I find myself uneasy about 
it. 
I confess my own faith is rather simple. I have found 
the basic Mosaic Laws in the Torath are all that I 
need to teach me about God and what He requires 
of me. I believe my son has also found this to be 
true for him also. 
 

My concern is about the many other rules and 
regulations that the Pharisees subscribe to, the so 
called ‘Tradition of the Fathers’. It seems to me that 
these make religious life more difficult, not easier. It 
is also well known that many people are offended 
by the superior attitude of some Pharisees to those 
they consider less holy than themselves. 
 

My belief is that God does not intend our 
relationship with him to be hindered by rules and 
regulations that go beyond Moses teaching. I fear 
the training my son would receive will only serve to 
distance him from God. 
Have any of your readers been in a similar situation 
and could advise me how to handle this? 
Yours sincerely,   Susannah of Jerusalem 
 
 

More staff & beds in our hospitals? 
Dear Sir, 
Can someone please tell me what good is going to 
come out of this Census? 
If the census shows, as anticipated, that there has 
been an increase in the population and that people 
are living longer, will that lead to increased 
investment in our health services? 
 

Or will it need the picture of a young mother and 
her new born baby lying on a bed of straw in a 
stable to kick start improvements to our maternity 
units? 
 

I call upon the Roman authorities to ignore political 
constraints, and just look at the picture. 
Yours sincerely,  A well lived, currently healthy, but 
very grumpy taxpayer 
 

In with  the animals? 
Sir, 
No doubt your excellent travel writer will have good 
advice to offer; but we worry whether the 
authorities have given sufficient thought or indeed 
assistance to local planners in order to manage the 
influx that the upcoming census will generate. 
There will be many people needing to make their 
way to small towns; towns like Bethlehem, a very 
significant place in our culture. 
 

What of the elderly, infirm or indeed, those heavy 
with child? There has been much recent publicity 
about a lady of mature years being with child 
unexpectedly and possibly miraculously. These 
people will not easily be accommodated, neither 
will their animals. 
 

Whilst we fully understand the need for such a 
census, surely some assistance with planning and/
or finances ought to be forthcoming, otherwise 
where will people find themselves staying?  
In the byre with the animals is a distinct possibility. 
Yours, worried innkeeper, Micah Schilling  

Luxury meets Reality 
From Hardly Worn, our fashion correspondent 

I was surprised to be assigned a trip to a small town called Bethlehem. A very 
unusual event had taken place in the local pub called “The Lowing Cattle”. A baby 
had been born to a young girl named Mary. I found her dressed from head to toe 
in the most beautiful blue garment. So attractive that I predict that it will become a 
classic and will be worn by women and girls for hundreds of years to come at the 
inevitable re-enactments of this special event.  

Also present were the child’s father Joseph and several shepherds. These poor 
souls were dressed in harsh, functional dull fabrics—a look for the man who makes 
his own clothes—but fit for those who toil in all weathers. 

The fashion perfume, ‘Eau de Farmyard’, pervaded the make shift birthday unit, a 
mixture of sheep dip and dung. This aroma was soon overwhelmed by the new 
fragrance from L’Orient, ’Eau de Camel breath’, which accompanied three 
gentlemen from the east . These scholars were dressed in the most elegant jewels, 
silks and furs but nothing could overshadow the young girl and her child who 
exuded such radiance and peace in their simple attire. 

Shenigans with the Shekels (cont. from page 1) 
PORTA-CAVE.rock was established last year by John and Isaiah Abrahams and 
provides accommodation for the poorer traveller who only requires basic provision 
of somewhere to wash his feet and rest his head. I predict shares will rise by the 
end of December so my advice to you is… BUY......... 

RENT-AN-ASS.e_aw has only been trading for 9 months but already has a following 
of faithful clients who find the convenience of being able to ride from A to B on 
business and domestic journeys without being committed to returning the donkey 
to the place of hiring as Ruth and Judith, daughters of Zebedee Isaacs, who set up 
the business, built into their business plan the facility of working out of three main 
centres at the moment, Jericho, Jerusalem and Bethlehem.  They tell me that in 
the next few years they intend to expand into North Palestine too.  My advice to 
you is…  BUY........ 

COSTA-LOT.cof is also a more recent start-up with Peer-to-Peer monies. The idea 
was developed by Esau and Jacob Israeli who realised that travellers had nowhere 
to top up their pots of water, wine or provisions (bread and fish have proved most 
popular) and donkey feed, and so they are building stopping points or areas to give 
Service to those weary travellers. As the census is making even more men and 
their families take to the roads I see this as an idea which could very well catch on 
and become a big investment in the future. If you already have invested in this 
enterprise my advice to you is to....  HOLD and BUY.... 

Finally a business has come to my attention called TEMPLE-TRADING.ark.  This is 
one of those typical core businesses that seems to have a branch in every town or 
township. At the moment prospects seem rosy but I have to say I feel this has a 
very limited future and I suspect that within 30 years this business will be thrown 
out into the streets with no compensation.  My advice to you is.... SELL... 

Next week we shall be looking at the building industry as there is a rumour that 
King Herod is going to commission a major project.  Watch this space. 


