
Habakkuk 

Monday 16th November 

We come to tonight’s study not as a great delve into Habakkuk but simply as an 

OT example of James’s message – a faithful life shows itself in a righteous and 

patient life. 

See Habakkuk 2.4 – faith/life or evil/death – James 2 (most of it but see v24) 

Compare Habakkuk 3.17-18 – patience - James 5.7-8. 

Habakkuk is a fairly normal OT Prophet; blunt and to the point but sharing with 

us his thought processes, and in this he is abnormal. Most of the prophets most 

of the time speak God’s words to us, Habakkuk speaks our words to God. 

At first he is bewildered that God’s people do not get preferential treatment, 

then he waits and listens for God’s voice and finally in his prayers he cottons on 

to God’s way. Modern scholars have summarised his attitudes as: 

At the beginning he looks around and worries. 

Then he looks up and listens 

Finally he looks ahead and trusts 

Habakkuk wasn’t alone with his problem. The psalmist had it (Psalm 73)  and 

Job had a touch of it (Job 24). What do you think?  – Why do God’s people 

suffer while the wicked seem to go free? 

I listen to the evening news and could almost repeat Habakkuk 1.2-4 word for 

word. Covid, Yemen, Palestine, Chinese money, Russian hackers, Third World 

debt, First World selfishness, one rule for the powerful, another for the weak, 

the list goes on. 

 Do you know anyone who has stopped watching the news because it is too 

depressing see Habakkuk 1.3a  

Do you know anyone who wonders why God doesn’t act? See Habakkuk 1.3b  

Do you know anyone with such a precise list of complaints as Habakkuk 1.2-4 

(violence; trouble; wrongdoing; destruction; fighting; weak laws; perverted 

justice) 



As long as Habakkuk is “looking around and worrying” his problems just get 

worse so God answers him in Habakkuk 1.5-11, but this no real help, it appears  

that God is behind those evildoers and idolaters who rejoice in wanton 

destruction see Habakkuk 1.12-17. 

So Habakkuk decides to “look up and listen” – Habakkuk 2.1-4 and he hears 

God’s promise of doom to a precise list of behaviours Habakkuk2.5-20.  Can 

you spot the categories:- 

a. v 5 – success doesn’t satisfy but always craves more   

b. vv6-8 – the wicked find themselves isolated 

c. vv9-11 – no peace, nagging doubts 

d. vv12-14 – the knowledge of God overcomes knowledge of evil 

e. vv15-17 – there is a backlash 

f. vv18-19 – living God or an idol 

I am ignoring Habakkuk3.1-16 in this study as I want to concentrate on our 

third section “Look ahead and trust”.  In his prophetic way Habakkuk is trying 

to give us the same message as James did, a life lived righteously and patiently 

is a sign of a faithful life. 

Finish with Habakkuk 3.17-18 and resolve to imitate him. For homework try re-

writing these verses from a retail/manufacturing/ city dwelling perspective 

rather than from the rural agricultural perspective of Habakkuk’s life. 

Difficult isn’t it? 

Next time we may be in Advent or not, depending on the study course we 

choose. Advent Sunday is 29th and we meet on 30th. 

 


