
Over this COVID crisis we have developed a new 
appreciation for a variety of key workers who 
have supported our communities throughout. It 
seems a long time ago now, but we all 
remember the empty shelves at the start of 
lockdown. It bought into focus for us the 
importance of food security and our supply 
chains. At the base of this is our farming 
community. Agriculture in our county is diverse, 
entrepreneurial, and technically savvy and cares 
for our natural environment. Farmers produce 
food to the highest ethical and welfare standards 
and are able currently to compete globally on 
that basis. 
 
I was therefore fairly alarmed to read that 
forthcoming trade and agriculture bills had no 
provision in their original drafts insisting post 
Brexit trade deals should maintain those 
standards for imported food. There are 
amendments to both bills to get such provision 
included, but that makes them quite vulnerable. 
 
We all have a sense of fairness. There are 
regulations in markets to maintain a level playing 
field, even though they are not adequate in 
many cases – think High Street competing 
against online for example. You might be 
surprised to hear that the Old Testament of The 
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Bible has quite a lot to say about these things. It 
advocates an agriculture that doesn’t have 
maximum efficiency as its sole goal, leaving room 
for care for the natural world. It even suggests a 
re-distribution of wealth every 50 years, 
recognising unregulated markets always lead to 
huge wealth disparities. That is a problem that 
COVID has made many times worse. History tells 
us that huge gaps between rich and poor 
eventually lead to serious social problems. Even 
pre-COVID it was true that the wealthiest paid a 
much lower percentage of their total income in 
tax than those in the bottom income bands. The 
last few years show us that the trickledown 
theory of wealth redistribution is just nonsense. 
 
Christians believe justice is the very heartbeat of 
God and that God has a bias to the poor. There 
are some huge injustices growing in our society 
which demean all of us. If our farming friends 
have to go into the global market with one arm 
tied behind their back that will add insult to 
injury. COVID shows us that food security is not 
something we should take for granted. Our 
farmers deserve our support. 
 
+Richard 
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We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today, in 
person and virtually.  
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Today’s Collect 

Gracious God, 
you call us to fullness of life: 
deliver us from unbelief 
and banish our anxieties 
with the liberating love of Jesus Christ  
our Lord. 

In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill ... 

Rob Seabourn and all those infected and 
affected by the coronavirus. 

Our parishes … 
For the election of PCC members who can 
help us to make our Vision a reality 

For Toast, LEAF and Messy Church to flourish 
despite COVID restrictions. 

Today’s readings 

First Reading Isaiah 5.1-7 

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song 
concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and 
cleared it of stones, and planted it with 
choice vines; he built a watch-tower in the 
midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he 
expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild 
grapes. And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and people of Judah, judge between me and 
my vineyard. What more was there to do for 
my vineyard that I have not done in it? When 
I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield 
wild grapes? And now I will tell you what I will 
do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, 
and it shall be devoured; I will break down its 
wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will 
make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or 
hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers 
and thorns; I will also command the clouds 
that they rain no rain upon it. For the 

vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of 
Israel, and the people of Judah are his 
pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw 
bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry! 

Second Reading: Philippians 3.4b-14 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in 
the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, 
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, 
a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet 
whatever gains I had, these I have come to 
regard as loss because of Christ. More than 
that, I regard everything as loss because of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but one that comes through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 
based on faith. I want to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and the sharing of 
his sufferings by becoming like him in his 
death, if somehow I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead. Not that I have 
already obtained this or have already reached 
the goal; but I press on to make it my own, 
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it 
my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting 
what lies behind and straining forward to what 
lies ahead, I press on towards the goal for the 
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 21.33-46 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of 
the people: ‘Listen to another parable. There 
was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put 
a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and 
built a watch-tower. Then he leased it to 
tenants and went to another country. When 
the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves 



to the tenants to collect his produce. But the 
tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed 
another, and stoned another. Again he sent 
other slaves, more than the first; and they 
treated them in the same way. Finally he sent 
his son to them, saying, “They will respect my 
son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they 
said to themselves, “This is the heir; come, 
let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So 
they seized him, threw him out of the 
vineyard, and killed him. Now when the 
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he 
do to those tenants?’ They said to him, ‘He 
will put those wretches to a miserable death, 
and lease the vineyard to other tenants who 
will give him the produce at the harvest 
time.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never 
read in the scriptures: “The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it 
is amazing in our eyes”? Therefore I tell you, 
the kingdom of God will be taken away from 
you and given to a people that produces the 
fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on 
this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will 
crush anyone on whom it falls.’ When the 
chief priests and the Pharisees heard his 
parables, they realized that he was speaking 
about them. They wanted to arrest him, but 
they feared the crowds, because they 
regarded him as a prophet. 

This week and beyond 

Job Club….this is changing its venue and role 
but will continue to offer  computer access 
and job application assistance but is 
becoming more advisory for a wider range of 
clients. We need advisors to help for an hour 
or so, once monthly, to advise individuals on 
links to benefits, housing, personal finance, 
family health and counselling problems. We 
already have a ‘law link’. If any of these have 
been your interest or career and you feel 
able to help, I would be happy to chat 
further. Derek 565167 

Harvest at St Mary's 10th and 11th October 
– Calling all gardeners. We need fruit and 
vegetables to decorate the church for  
Harvest Festival. Bring your offerings to 
church on the morning of Friday 9th October, 
or anytime during the Harvest weekend. 
OPEN CHURCH  - Saturday  -  from 10am to 
5pm, Sunday from 11am till  6pm - come to 
see the displays, say a prayer or light a can-
dle or just spend a while in the quiet thank-
ing God. 

Saturday Evening 7pm - Join us on Zoom for 
a virtual Harvest Supper See the website to 
book your place https://rossparishes.uk/
harvest/ 

On Sunday 11th October there will be two 
services – 9.30am Harvest Eucharist live or 
on line and 6pm Choral Evensong.  

Alpha is back - but not as you know it. We 
will be running an 8 week Alpha course on 
Zoom beginning on Tuesday 13th October at 
7.30. Without the food element, the course 
will be shorter, with no need to venture out 
as the nights draw in, on line Alpha lasts 
about an hour. Perhaps you have spoken to 
friends and family during the pandemic so 
far who are searching for greater meaning 
and asking questions about life. Alpha is a 
great way to explore such questions in an 
easy to digest format of video and small 
group discussion. If you have already been 
on Alpha, please do spread the word and 
invite others or bring a friend along. If you 
would like to be a guest do get in touch or 
book a place on Eventbrite https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-alpha-course-
tickets-122424166979 

A date for your diary - Sat Nov 28th, a  
virtual Coffee Morning hosted by the Flower 
Arrangers. Coffee provided! More details to  
follow. Margaret Mason 
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Services Next Week  

Thursday 8th October 
10.00am Eucharist  - Ross 
This service will be livestreamed:  
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/ 
 

Sunday 11th October 
8.00am BCP Service - Ross 
9.30am Live-streamed Harvest Eucharist - 
Ross 
11.00am Zoom Family Service - Walford 
6.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross 
 

Our Services Today 
In accordance with Diocesan Policy and  
National Guidelines we expect everyone  
attending a service in any of our church  
buildings to wear a face mask throughout the 
service. There will be hand sanitiser  
available as you enter the church, and we ask 
you to sanitise your hands before being  

seated. Please sit socially distanced If you are 
in a social bubble and wish to move your 
seats together during services you are wel-
come to do so.  

 
Our service is being live streamed to  
Facebook and on our website. From time to 
time this will include shots of the congrega-
tion. If you would prefer not to be featured in 
this we ask that you sit in the NORTH aisle - 
the cameras will not go there. 

8.00am BCP Service - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 

9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 
Bishop Richard Jackson and Rev’d Tiffany  
Jackson 
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/  

Gospel readings through this week  
Mon: Luke 10.25-37 
Tues: Luke 10.38-end 
Weds: Luke 11.1-4 
Thurs: Luke 11.5-13 
Fri: Luke 11.15-26 
Sat: Luke 11.27-28 
Sun: Matthew 22.1-14 

https://rossparishes.uk/faith-at-home/  

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom  at 
9am each weekday. Follow the link from 
our benefice website to join in. You will 
also find the order of service which you 
can use to pray Morning Prayer at home, 
or with us via Zoom.  
rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

St Mary’s APCM - will take place on 

Wednesday 7th October at 7pm. The 

meeting will be held via Zoom. Booklets 

are available at the back of church, you 

can download from our website 

https://rossparishes.uk/apcm/ or con-

tact the office to have a copy emailed. 

Mothers Union will hold the October 
7th meeting in St. Mary’s church at 2pm. 
The Rector Sean Semple will speak on 
the “Five Love Languages”.   Socially 
distanced seating will be arranged and 
hand sanitizer available.  Face covering 
must be worn.  I look forward to seeing 
as many of you who feel able to attend. 
Margaret Willis 
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