
I love autumn! I love pulling out my sweaters 
that have been packed away for months, the 
heating coming on for the first time in our 
home, and drinking pumpkin spice lattes 
with a slice of apple cake. I’ve specially 
enjoyed the anticipation of leaves just 
starting to change colour. Some of us love 
change, even though it means that some 
things come to an end so that something 
new can begin. Others hate change. I’m 
afraid we have been through a time of 
change and more changes are coming.  

Even when we know that God is moving and 
working in the midst of these changes, it can 
be hard. Jill Briscoe wrote Jonah and the 
Worm, a story based on the book of Jonah in 
the Bible, but includes the story of the worm 
that shows up in Jonah chapter 4. In 
Briscoe’s book, Little Worm is asked to go to 
Ninevah. On the one hand, it is a great 
honour to be used by God, called the 
‘Wonder Maker’. But even little worm 
struggles with the emotions around change 
and the big job in front of him. In the end, he 
prays ‘Oh, dear Wonder Maker, I’m sorry my 

Rector: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk (not Fri) 
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk |   07881420823 (not Fri) 
Walford: Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | chris@rossparishes.uk (Sun - Wed) 
Assistant Priest: Rev’d Colin Leggate |  colin@rossparishes.uk  
Assistant Priest: Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe  |  caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies  |   freda@rossparishes.uk  
Intergenerational Missioner: Christine Cattanach| christine@rossparishes.uk 
Administrator: Louise Jarvis |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rossparishes.uk  

feelings don’t want me to go, but please help 
me to go anyway. Perhaps, if my feelings 
discover they’re not going to stop me, they 
may catch up and come along.’ 

As we continue in this season of change with 

new PCC’s, new ways of celebrating 

Remembrance and Christmas, and new ways 

of life, let’s acknowledge each other’s 

feelings, but let’s not let them stop us from 

doing God’s will. As the leaves continue to 

change, let it spur us on to pray that God will 

give us discernment to know which things to 

let go and what new things to begin. As we 

work together, hopefully all of our feelings 

will catch up and come along. 

 

Tiffany 
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Today’s Collect 

Almighty God, 
you called Luke the physician, 
whose praise is in the gospel, 
to be an evangelist and physician  
of the soul: 
by the grace of the Spirit 
and through the wholesome medicine 
of the gospel, 
give your Church the same love and power 
to heal; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Post Communion Prayer 

Almighty God, 
who on the day of Pentecost 
sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles 
with the wind from heaven and in tongues 
of flame, 
filling them with joy and boldness to preach 
the gospel: 
by the power of the same Spirit 
strengthen us to witness to your truth 
and to draw everyone to the fire of  
your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Rob Seabourn and all those infected and 
affected by the coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
Jean Truscott 

Our parishes … 
For the elected PCC members who can help 
us to make our Vision a reality.  
For Toast, LEAF and Messy Church to flourish 
despite COVID restrictions. 

Today’s readings 

First Reading Isaiah 35.3-6 

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm 
the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a 
fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here 
is your God. He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. He will come 
and save you.’  Then the eyes of the blind 
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a 
deer, and the tongue of the speechless 
sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in 
the wilderness, and streams in the desert. 

Gospel Reading Luke 10.1-9 

The Lord appointed seventy others and 

sent them on ahead of him in pairs to 

every town and place where he himself 

intended to go. He said to them, ‘The 

harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are 

few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest 

to send out labourers into his harvest. Go 

on your way. See, I am sending you out like 

lambs into the midst of wolves.  Carry no 

purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no 

one on the road.  Whatever house you 

enter, first say, “Peace to this house!”  And 

if anyone is there who shares in peace, 

your peace will rest on that person; but if 

not, it will return to you. Remain in the 

same house, eating and drinking whatever 

they provide, for the labourer deserves to 

be paid. Do not move about from house to 

house. Whenever you enter a town and its 

people welcome you, eat what is set 

before you; cure the sick who are there, 

and say to them, “The kingdom of God has 

come near to you.”’ 

 



This week and beyond 

Mothers Union -   It is with regret that I 
tell you the committee have decided that 
due to the continuing and fluid nature of 
the Covid 19 restrictions, we have 
cancelled any further meetings up to and 
including Feb. 2021.We will be creating a 
simple monthly branch news letter to 
keep everyone in touch. Margaret Willis 
 
100 Club - October Draw has taken place 
and the winners are:  1st Prize  Melanie 
Mellor,  2nd Prize  Cindy Trivett, 3rd 
Prize  Tina Raddenbury. 
 
A date for your diary - Sat Nov 28th, a  
virtual Coffee Morning hosted by the  
Flower Arrangers. Coffee provided! More 
details to  follow. Margaret Mason 

Job Club (Signpost@St.Mary’s) this is 
changing its venue and role but will 
continue to offer  computer access and 
job application assistance but is becoming 
more advisory for a wider range of clients. 
We need advisors to help for an hour or 
so, once monthly, to advise individuals on 
links to benefits, housing, personal 
finance, family health and counselling 
problems. We already have a ‘law link’. If 
any of these have been your interest or 
career and you feel able to help, I would 
be happy to chat further. Derek 565167 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Alpha Course started last Tuesday 
and all the spaces were filled. Please pray 
for those on this different Alpha journey, 
some people who are known to us and 
some who are not. Christine 
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Services Next Week  

Thursday 22nd October 
10.00am Eucharist  - Ross 
This service will be livestreamed:  
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/ 
 
Sunday 25th October 
8.00am BCP Service - Ross 
9.30am Live-streamed  Eucharist - Ross 
11.00am Family Communion Service  - Walford 

Our Services Today 
In accordance with Diocesan Policy and  
National Guidelines we expect everyone  
attending a service in any of our church  
buildings to wear a face mask throughout the 
service. There will be hand sanitiser  
available as you enter the church, and we ask you 
to sanitise your hands before being  

seated. Please sit socially distanced If you are in a 
social bubble and wish to move your seats to-
gether during services you are welcome to do 
so.  

 
Our service is being live streamed to  
Facebook and on our website. From time to 
time this will include shots of the congregation. 
If you would prefer not to be featured in this 
we ask that you sit in the NORTH aisle - the 
cameras will not go there. 

8.00am BCP Service - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple & Rev’d Tiffany Jackson 

9.30am Live-streamed Parish Eucharist - Ross 
Rev’d Sean Semple and Rev’d Tiffany Jackson 
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/  

9.30am Parish Eucharist - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 

 

Gospel readings through this week  
Mon: Luke 12.13-21 
Tues: Luke 12.35-38 
Weds: Luke 12.39-48 
Thurs: Luke 12.49-53 
Fri: Luke 12.54-end 
Sat: Luke 13.1-9 
Sun: Matthew 22.34-end 

https://rossparishes.uk/faith-at-home/  

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom  at 
9am each weekday. Follow the link from 
our benefice website to join in. You will 
also find the order of service which you 
can use to pray Morning Prayer at home, 
or with us via Zoom.  
rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 
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