
As the days draw in and Jack Frost stirs from 
his summer slumber, we find ourselves 
facing increased COVID restrictions. The 
growing darkness and cold mirror the 
spiritual and psychological bleakness many 
of us feel. My heart goes out to all who 
struggle at this time – due to the harsh 
economic climate, due to bereavement, due 
to loneliness, isolation, depression or any 
other seemingly overwhelming challenge.  

What strategies could we employ to make 
this time more bearable – to light a flame of 
hope and comfort in the darkness? We can 
tell ourselves that although winter is coming, 
spring will follow. Snowdrops and then 
daffodils will appear in a few months’ time. 
The days will be brighter and longer, and 
there may be a vaccine, and those so taken 
for granted human experiences of hugs and 
handshakes, of smiles and sitting next to 
someone without fear, may return. This is 
anticipatory hope – and it is something good 
to hold onto.   

I would like to suggest that there is another 
kind of hope. Participatory hope. Being part 
of bringing hope to others at this time. 
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Choosing to be a beacon of positivity and hope 
at this time – not fake positivity or hope - but 
real hope. The kind of hope that comes from 
making people believe again in human nature, 
in neighbours, in the Church, in God. 
Deliberate (often sacrificial) acts of generosity, 
or kindness or positivity. That is what we as 
the Ross Parishes aspire to do, because this is 
what we believe Jesus Christ would do in our 
situation.  

It is Harvest time when all is safely gathered in 
‘ere the winter storms begin. Today we give 
thanks for our farmers and for all involved in 
bringing our food from field to fork, and we 
also give thanks for the unexpected blessings 
found in the adversity of the pandemic. And 
we stand with all who mourn the loss of life or 
livelihood; of security or certainty. In 
acknowledging celebration and struggle, we 
then commit ourselves to being people of 
participatory hope who pray, “Lord of harvest, 
grant that we, wholesome grain and pure may 
be.”  

A blessed Harvest time to you and your loved 
ones, 

Sean 
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Today’s Collect 

Eternal God, You crown the year with 
your goodness and you give us the fruits 
of the earth in their season:  
rant that we may use them to your glory, 
for the relief of those in need and for our 
own well-being:  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit,  
One God, now and forever, Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 

We praise and thank you, O Christ, for 
this sacred feast: 
for here we receive you, 
here the memory of your passion is 
renewed, 
here our minds are filled with grace, 
and here a pledge of future glory is given, 
when we shall feast at that table where 
you reign 
with all your saints for ever. 

In our prayers this week, we 

pray for: 

Those who are ill ... 

Rob Seabourn and all those infected and 
affected by the coronavirus. 

Our parishes … 
For the elected PCC members who can 
help us to make our Vision a reality 

For Toast, LEAF and Messy Church to 
flourish despite COVID restrictions. 

 

 

 

Today’s readings 

First Reading Deuteronomy 14.22-26 

Set apart a tithe of all the yield of your 

seed that is brought in yearly from the 

field. In the presence of the Lord your 

God, in the place that he will choose as a 

dwelling for his name, you shall eat the 

tithe of your grain, your wine, and your oil, 

as well as the firstlings of your herd and 

flock, so that you may learn to fear 

the Lord your God always. But if, when 

the Lord your God has blessed you, the 

distance is so great that you are unable to 

transport it, because the place where 

the Lord your God will choose to set his 

name is too far away from you, then you 

may turn it into money. With the money 

secure in hand, go to the place that 

the Lord your God will choose; spend the 

money for whatever you wish—oxen, 

sheep, wine, strong drink, or whatever you 

desire. And you shall eat there in the 

presence of the Lord your God, you and 

your household rejoicing together. 

Gospel Reading Luke 12.22-31 

He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell 

you, do not worry about your life, what 

you will eat, or about your body, what you 

will wear. For life is more than food, and 

the body more than clothing. Consider the 

ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they 

have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet 

God feeds them. Of how much more value 

are you than the birds! And can any of you 

by worrying add a single hour to your span 

of life? If then you are not able to do so 

small a thing as that, why do you worry 

about the rest? Consider the lilies, how 



they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I 

tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was 

not clothed like one of these. But if God so 

clothes the grass of the field, which is 

alive today and tomorrow is thrown into 

the oven, how much more will he clothe 

you—you of little faith! And do not keep 

striving for what you are to eat and what 

you are to drink, and do not keep 

worrying. For it is the nations of the world 

that strive after all these things, and your 

Father knows that you need 

them. Instead, strive for his kingdom, and 

these things will be given to you as well. 

 

This week and beyond 

At St Mary’s APCM on 7th October we 
welcomed the following new PCC 
members: Paul Cummings, Rosie Winyard 
and Paul Mason. Paul Cummings will be 
responsible for overseeing the ‘Inspiring 
Hope’ part of our Parish Vision; Rosie 
Winyard will oversee ‘Inspiring Love’ and 
Paul Mason will bring his considerable 
experience to help us develop our 
ministry to schools.  

A date for your diary - Sat Nov 28th, a  
virtual Coffee Morning hosted by the  
Flower Arrangers. Coffee provided! More 
details to  follow. Margaret Mason 

 

Alpha is back - but not as you know it. We 
will be running an 8 week Alpha course on 
Zoom beginning on Tuesday 13th October 
at 7.30. Without the food element, the 
course will be shorter, with no need to 
venture out as the nights draw in, on line 
Alpha lasts about an hour. Perhaps you 
have spoken to friends and family during 
the pandemic so far who are searching for 
greater meaning and asking questions 
about life. Alpha is a great way to explore 
such questions in an easy to digest format 
of video and small group discussion. If you 
have already been on Alpha, please do 
spread the word and invite others or bring 
a friend along. If you would like to be a 
guest do get in touch or book a place on 
Eventbrite https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/
e/the-alpha-course-tickets-122424166979 
* We have 3 spaces left * 

Job Club (Signpost@St.Mary’s) this is 
changing its venue and role but will contin-
ue to offer  computer access and job appli-
cation assistance but is becoming more 
advisory for a wider range of clients. We 
need advisors to help for an hour or so, 
once monthly, to advise individuals on 
links to benefits, housing, personal finance, 
family health and counselling problems. 
We already have a ‘law link’. If any of these 
have been your interest or career and you 
feel able to help, I would be happy to chat 
further. Derek 565167 
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Services Next Week  

Thursday 15th October 
10.00am Eucharist  - Ross 
This service will be livestreamed:  
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/ 
 
Sunday 18th October 
8.00am BCP Service - Ross 
9.30am Live-streamed  Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am Parish Eucharist  - Walford 

Our Services Today 
In accordance with Diocesan Policy and  
National Guidelines we expect everyone  
attending a service in any of our church  
buildings to wear a face mask throughout the 
service. There will be hand sanitiser  
available as you enter the church, and we ask you 
to sanitise your hands before being  

seated. Please sit socially distanced If you are in a 
social bubble and wish to move your seats to-
gether during services you are welcome to do 
so.  

 
Our service is being live streamed to  
Facebook and on our website. From time to 
time this will include shots of the congregation. 
If you would prefer not to be featured in this 
we ask that you sit in the NORTH aisle - the 
cameras will not go there. 

8.00am BCP Service - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 

9.30am Live-streamed Harvest Eucharist - Ross 
Rev’d Sean Semple and Rev’d Colin Leggate 
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/  

11.00am  Zoom Family Service 
Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and  
The Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe 

6.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 

Gospel readings through this week  
Mon: Luke 11.29-32 
Tues: Luke 11.37-41 
Weds: Luke 11.42-46 
Thurs: Luke 11.47-end 
Fri: Luke 12.1-7 
Sat: Luke 12.8-12 
Sun: Matthew 22.15-22 

https://rossparishes.uk/faith-at-home/  

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom  at 
9am each weekday. Follow the link from 
our benefice website to join in. You will 
also find the order of service which you 
can use to pray Morning Prayer at home, 
or with us via Zoom.  
rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Keep an eye out this Sunday for the 
Ross and Archenfield Deanery Service 
recorded by our deanery curates Rev. 
Tiffany Jackson and Rev. Tim Stirling. It 
is a short, informal service thinking 
about how we deal with our worries. It 
will be published on our website and 
Facebook.   
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