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We ask for your cooperation in maintaining social distancing at all times. 
Please use a face mask both outside and inside the church building and 
maintain a safe distance of “1 metre plus” 

Our service begins in the churchyard, at the top of the steps from St Mary’s 
Street. The choir and clergy assembly by St Mary’s Hall, members of the 
congregation by the wall overlooking the Phoenix Theatre. The Rector blesses 
the floodlighting, which is then switched on.  

The choir and clergy lead a procession to the north porch assembling on the 
paths to the chancel and tower. The congregation remains on the main path. 

The Rector prays at the Church entrance, then the choir and clergy lead the 
procession into the church. Once in their places in the nave the choir sings the 
INTROIT HYMN. Members of the congregation take their seats on the outside of 
the choir in the nave and Markye Chapel. Sidesmen will assist members of the 
congregation where necessary in finding a seat. 

Blessed city, heavenly Salem, 
vision dear of peace and love, 
who of living stones art builded 
in the height of heaven above, 
and with angel hosts encircled, 
as a bride dost earthward move! 

Many a blow and biting sculpture 
polished well those stones elect, 
in their places now compacted 
by the heavenly architect, 
who therewith hath willed for ever 
that his palace should be decked. 

Laud and honour to the Father, 
laud and honour to the Son, 
laud and honour to the Spirit, 
ever three, and ever one, 
consubstantial, co-eternal, 
while unending ages run. 

Tune: Westminster Abbey – Henry Purcell (1659-1695) 
Words: from Latin, before 9th century 



Dearly beloved brethren, the scripture moveth us in sundry places to 
acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we 
should not dissemble nor cloak them before the face of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father; but confess them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and 
obedient heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the same, by 
his infinite goodness and mercy. And although we ought at all times 
humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we most chiefly so 
to do, when we assemble and meet together to render thanks for the 
great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set forth his most 
worthy praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to ask those things which 
are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the soul. Wherefore I 
pray and beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany me 
with a pure heart and humble voice unto the throne of the heavenly 
grace, saying after me: 

All sit and join in with the CONFESSION. 

Almighty and most merciful Father,  
We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,  
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  
We have offended against thy holy laws,  
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done,  
And we have done those things which we ought not to have done,  
And there is no health in us:  
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us miserable offenders;  
Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults,  
Restore thou them that are penitent,  
According to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord:  
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,  
That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
To the glory of thy holy name.  
Amen. 

The ABSOLUTION is pronounced by the Priest. 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the 
death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness, and 
live; and hath given power, and commandment, to his ministers, to 
declare and pronounce to his people, being penitent, the absolution and 
remission of their sins: he pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly 



repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel. Wherefore let us beseech 
him to grant us true repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those things may 
please him, which we do at this present; and that the rest of our life 
hereafter may be pure, and holy; so that at the last we may come to his 
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The choir sings the RESPONSES 

O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

The congregation stands 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord's Name be praised. 

Music: Humphrey Clucas (b 1941) 

The congregation sits and the choir sings PSALM 84. 1-6 

O how amiable are thy dwellings, thou Lord of hosts! 
My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lord;  
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house, and the swallow a nest, where 
she may lay her young;  
even thy altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 
Blessed are they that dwell in thy house; they will be alway praising thee. 
Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; in whose heart are thy ways. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. 
Amen. 

All sit for the FIRST LESSON – Nehemiah 12.40-43 



The congregation stands for the MAGNIFICAT sung by the choir 

MY soul doth magnify the Lord  
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm;  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel 
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. 
Amen. 

Words: Luke 1. 46-55 
Music: Herbert Brewer (1856-1928) 

All sit for the SECOND LESSON – Matthew 5.14-16 

A short HOMILY is given by The Rector 

All stand for the NUNC DIMITTIS sung by the choir 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; world without end. 
Amen. 

Words: Luke 2. 29-32 
Music: Herbert Brewer (1856-1928) 



The congregation stands to join in with the APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God  
the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
Born of the Virgin Mary,  
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  
He descended into hell;  
The third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven,  
And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
The holy catholic Church;  
The communion of saints;  
The forgiveness of sins;  
The resurrection of the body,  
And the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

The congregation sits or kneels as the choir continues the RESPONSES 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. Amen. 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 



 
O Lord, save the Queen. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 
O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
 
Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 
O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

GOD, we praise for thee for the rededication of this church and ourselves 
in thy service; hear, we beseech thee, the prayers of thy people, and grant 
that whosoever shall worship before thee in this place, may obtain thy 
merciful aid and protection; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 
that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also 
that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass 
our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Amen. 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

In Quires and Places where they sing here followeth the ANTHEM.  
The congregation sits. 

Locus iste a Deo factus est,  
inaestimabile sacramentum, 
irreprehensibilis est. 

This place was made by God, 
a priceless sacrament; 
it is without reproach. 

Words: Latin gradual for the anniversary of the dedication of a church 
Music: Anton Bruckner (1824-1896) 



All sit or kneel for the PRAYERS ending with THE GRACE 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
be with us all evermore. Amen. 

All remain seated as the choir sings the CLOSING HYMN 

Let us build a house where love can dwell  
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive;  
built of hopes and dreams and visions,  
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:  
     All are welcome, all are welcome, 
     all are welcome in this place.  

Let us build a house where hands will reach  
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,  
and live the Word they've known.  
Here the outcast and the stranger bear  
the image of God's face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger:  
     All are welcome … 

Let us build a house where all are named,  
their songs and visions heard  
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed  
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace,  
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  
     All are welcome … 

Words & music: Marty Haugen (b.1950) 

Remain standing for the BLESSING and DISMISSAL 


