This week and beyond

Our Service Today

Revision of Electoral Roll - In preparation
for the Annual Parochial Church Meeting,
which will take place by zoom on Wednesday 7 October, we need to revise the Electoral Roll. (The Roll is the list of all those
regular members of the congregation who
are baptised and who wish to be able to
attend the APCM and have their say in the
life of the church.) Those whose names are
already on the roll do not need to do anything; their names will remain there. Anyone
who would like to have their name added,
please email ross.er@rossparishes.uk or fill
in the electoral roll form (downloadable
from https://www.rossparishes.uk/pcc or
obtainable from the church office) and return it to the Electoral Roll Officer, Julian
Hallett by emailing it to hallettjulian@hotmail.com, or by sending it to the
church office.

In accordance with Diocesan Policy and
National Guidelines we expect everyone
attending a service in any of our church
buildings to wear a face mask throughout
the service. There will be hand sanitiser
available as you enter the church, and we
ask you to sanitise your hands before being
seated. Please sit socially distanced.

Morning Prayer this week
Morning prayer continues by Zoom again
this week, at 9am each weekday. Follow
the link from our benefice website to join
in. You will also find the order of service
which you can use to pray Morning Prayer
at home, or with us via Zoom.
rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer
Gospel

readings

week
Mon: Luke 6.6-11
Tues: Luke 6.12-19
Weds: Luke 6.20-26
Thurs: Luke 6.27-38
Fri: Luke 6.39-42
Sat: Luke 6.43-end
Sun: Matthew 18.21-35

through

this

Our service is being live streamed to Facebook and on our website. From time to
time this will include shots of the congregation. If you would prefer not to be featured in this we ask that you sit in the
NORTH aisle - the cameras will not go
there.
8.00am BCP Service - Ross
The Rev’d Sean Semple

9.30am Patronal Festival - Ross
Rev’d Colin Leggate and Canon Freda
Davies
This service will be livestreamed:
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/
9.30am Parish Eucharist - Walford
Rev’d Sean Semple & Mrs Tiffany Jackson
12 noon Merchant Navy Service - Ross
Rev’d Sean Semple

Services Next Week
Thursday 10th September
10.00am Eucharist - Ross
This service will be livestreamed:
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/
Sunday 13th September
8.00am BCP Service - Ross
9.30am Live streamed Eucharist - Ross
11.00am Zoom Family Service - Walford

rossparishes.uk

Newsletter

Ross-on-Wye
Walford
Brampton Abbotts

We offer a warm welcome to
everyone at our services today, in
person and virtually.

The Ross Parishes

6th September 2020
The Blessed Virgin Mary

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love
Dear friends
Someone asked me this week whether the
pandemic had killed the vision that we have for
our parishes. Under the circumstances a fair
question, but let us remember firstly that this
vision was not just the product of wishful
thinking. It was something that was prayerfully
and corporately discerned, and thus a vision
given to us by a God who knew the future, and
gave us a vision for what these churches can
be in a post-pandemic era. There is no doubt
that our communities need even more faith,
hope and love now than they did in January
2020 when we had our Vision Day!
But now it is time for our parishes to move
beyond talking about this vision and to make it
happen. Faith without works is dead, according
to St James, and talk without action is cheap
(which I was surprised to discover is attributed
to John Bunyan…) We are currently asking
everyone to prayerfully consider how your life
experience, skills, gifts and time can be used to
inspire faith, hope and love in Ross, Walford
and Brampton Abbotts - in other words, how
you can get behind, and be part of making this
vision a reality? What resonates or is stirring in

you? What fires your imagination? What
makes you angry and what would you like to
change? What are you passionate about?
What does Tiffany’s mind map (overleaf)
inspire in you? Remember there is no life
experience or skill that God cannot use, and
that if nothing else is possible, you could
remember your church regularly in prayer. I
am very excited to hear what you feel you can
do for God in your parish at this time!
For the parish vision to become a reality it will
be necessary for PCCs to provide leadership
and to champion this vision. In the next
month each of our parishes will hold an
Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
which is an AGM of the congregation. We
receive reports and reflect on the year that is
past and also outline our plans for the future.
At the APCM we elect churchwardens and
people onto our PCCs, and this year we are
praying for people who are passionate about
and committed to making our vision a reality.
In particular we are looking for people who
can take the lead in each of the four following
areas of church life, and to work with others
who have a similar sense of calling, skills or
zeal:

Rector: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk (not Fri)
Assistant Curate: Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823 (not Fri)
Walford: Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | chris@rossparishes.uk (Sun - Wed)
Assistant Priest: Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk
Assistant Priest: Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk
Intergenerational Missioner: Christine Cattanach| christine@rossparishes.uk
Administrator: Louise Jarvis | 01989 562175 | administrator@rossparishes.uk

Inspiring Faith: People who are passionate
about helping others to develop their faith,
and want Christianity to be presented to
the community (including schools) in the
most relevant, intergenerational and
attractive ways. This includes helping us
provide a mixed economy of worship –
traditional,
choral,
modern,
fresh
expressions, and how we can make best
use of Zoom and IT. Inspiring Faith also
means helping people take the next steps
in faith, and growing in knowledge of and
commitment to God.
Inspiring Hope: People who are passionate
about making the world a better place,
particularly for those who have lost their
hope in life; facilitating social justice in our
town and villages.
Inspiring Love: People who are passionate
about caring for those who are struggling
due to illness, bereavement, relationship
breakdown, loneliness, or any other issue.
Inspiring Support: People who are
passionate about making things happen
behind the scenes: IT, finance and
fundraising, looking after our church
buildings or churchyards, administration,
communication,
catering,
flower
arranging…
We need people to champion these 4 areas
of the vision on our PCCs, and equally we
need people to support these champions.
Perhaps you can offer something small to
one area of the vision, and so use what you
have for God. Remember the story of the
widow’s coin! (St Luke 21.1-4)
Yours in faith, hope and love
Sean

Today’s Collect
Almighty God,
who looked upon the lowliness of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
and chose her to be the mother of your only
Son:
grant that we who are redeemed by his
blood
may share with her in the glory of your
eternal kingdom;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Post Communion Prayer
God most high,
whose handmaid bore the Word made
flesh:
we thank you that in this sacrament of our
redemption
you visit us with your Holy Spirit
and overshadow us by your power;
strengthen us to walk with Mary the joyful
path of obedience
and so to bring forth the fruits of holiness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
In our prayers this week, we pray
for:
Those who are ill ...
Rob Seabourn and all those infected and
affected by the coronavirus.
Those who have died …
Sandra Burford and Marion Hamman
Our parishes ...
For the vision that God has given us to be
made a reality in our communities and for
people in our parishes to lead our vision
process.

Today’s readings
First Reading Galatians 4.4-7
When the fullness of time had come, God
sent his Son, born of a woman, born under
the law, in order to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as children. And because you are
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son
into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So you
are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child
then also an heir, through God.
Gospel Reading Luke 1.46-55
And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my saviour, for
he has looked with favour on the lowliness of

of his servant. Surely, from now on all
generations will call me blessed; for the
Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name. His mercy is for
those who fear him from generation to
generation. He has shown strength with
his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts .He has brought
down the powerful from their
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has
filled the hungry with good things, and
sent the rich away empty. He has helped
his servant Israel, in remembrance of his
mercy, according to the promise he made
to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his
descendants for ever.

Our Mission
Over the past two weeks, Sean and Colin have encouraged us to start thinking practically
about our mission – inclusive, intergenerational parishes that inspire faith, hope and love in
our communities. I don’t know about you, but I find that sometimes starting with a blank
slate is the hardest part. So here are some ideas. Some of them may be great, some of them
may be terrible! Some of them are possible under current restrictions, and some will have to
wait a few months. But hopefully these will spark your imagination. Do any of these sound
exciting to you? What other practical ideas can you come up with? Remember, when
brainstorming every idea is valuable! Tiffany

