
 

Services Next Week  

Thursday 1st October 
10.00am Eucharist  - Ross 
This service will be livestreamed:  
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/ 
3.30pm Messy Church - Ross 

Sunday 4th October 
8.00am BCP Service - Ross 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist from Ross.   
Bishop Richard Jackson will be presiding and 
preaching and Rev’d Tiffany Jackson will be our 
deacon. 
The 9.30am service at Walford is cancelled to  
allow people to attend the service at St Marys. 

Our Service Today 
In accordance with Diocesan Policy and  
National Guidelines we expect everyone  
attending a service in any of our church  
buildings to wear a face mask throughout the 
service. There will be hand sanitiser  
available as you enter the church, and we ask you 
to sanitise your hands before being  
seated. Please sit socially distanced. 
Our service is being live streamed to Facebook 
and on our website. From time to time this will 
include shots of the congregation. If you would 
prefer not to be featured in this we ask that you 
sit in the NORTH aisle - the cameras will not go 
there. 

8.00am BCP Service - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 

9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 
Rev’d Colin Leggate and Canon Freda Davies 
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/  

11.00am Family Harvest and Patronal  
Festival 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and The Rev’d 
Prebendary Caroline Pascoe 

12.00 Live-streamed Ordination Service of 
Rev’d Tiffany Jackson 

New gathering rules and church  
services:  

We welcome confirmation from the 
Church of England that church services, 
including weddings and funerals, are 
exempt from the new restrictions on 
gatherings of more than 6 people. All 
existing social distanced and hygiene 
precautions will continue.  

If you are in a social bubble and wish to 
move your seats together during  
services you are welcome to do so.  

Gospel readings through this week  
Mon:  Luke 9.46-50 
Tues: John 1.47-end 
Weds:  Luke 9.57-end 
Thurs:  Luke 10.1-12 
Fri: Luke 10.13-16 
Sat: Luke 10.17-24 
Sun: Matthew 21.33-end 

https://rossparishes.uk/faith-at-home/  

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom  at 
9am each weekday. Follow the link from 
our benefice website to join in. You will 
also find the order of service which you 
can use to pray Morning Prayer at home, 
or with us via Zoom.  
rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Harvest Festival @ Walford Church today 
at 11am. We are planning a lovely mix of 
traditional and contemporary ways to give 
thanks together to God for all his gifts to 
us. Harvest offerings of tins or dried goods 
which will be given to the Ross Communi-
ty Larder. We look forward to seeing you. 
Caroline & Chris 

It is good news that we are able to celebrate 
Harvest festivals in our churches this year 
despite the present restrictions imposed on 
church life. Our theme is thanksgiving for all 
the fruits of the harvest and the certainty of 
that cycle, whatever else may be happening in 
the world around us: “While the earth 
remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, day and night, shall not 
cease.” Genesis 8.22. It is a timely reminder of 
the need to give thanks for the great cycle of 
life on this fragile planet, the care of which 
has been entrusted to us by God. 
 

With that care comes a responsibility which 
we are only really coming to terms with in our 
own age. No longer are we able to give thanks 
for the harvest and then continue to abuse 
the natural resources of our world. Our 
voracious consumerist appetites have 
threatened to destroy the habitat we live in. 
Some analysts think it is already too late to 
reverse the tide of destruction we have 
unleashed, evidenced in extreme weather 
events, pollution, and global pandemic.  
 

I believe we need to put our trust in the 
promise of renewal which is implied in the 
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Genesis story. I have a lasting image this year 
of the fields washed away by extreme flooding 
earlier in the year and then the residue of mud 
being baked in the long hot days of an early 
summer. Yet despite these extremes the 
ground seems to be renewing itself. This 
seems to be a symbol pointing to the fact that 
it is not too late to begin using our new 
understanding of global climate change, so 
that we all take responsibility as fellow citizens 
of our planet. Physical and spiritual renewal 
involves acknowledging our part in the lack of 
care for the environment and the resulting 
suffering of so many in the world.  
 
Celebrating the harvest this year gives us an 
opportunity to make a commitment now to 
change the way we treat the environment and 
our fellow human beings. God has given us all 
the means to do this in the example of self-
giving and sacrifice in his son Jesus. We are 
called to follow his example of service to 
others and a right use of the gifts we have 
been given, 
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We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today, in 
person and virtually.  
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Today’s Collect 

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear 
the prayers 
of your people who call upon you; 
and grant that they may both perceive and 
know 
what things they ought to do, 
and also may have grace and power 
faithfully to fulfil them; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Post Communion Prayer 

Almighty God, 
you have taught us through your Son 
that love is the fulfilling of the law: 
grant that we may love you with our whole 
heart 
and our neighbours as ourselves; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill ... 

Rob Seabourn and all those infected and 
affected by the coronavirus. 

Our parishes … 
For the election of PCC members who can 
help us to make our Vision a reality 

For Toast, LEAF, and the upcoming Messy 
Church to flourish despite COVID 
restrictions. 

Today’s readings 

First Reading: Philippians 2.1-13 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, 
any consolation from love, any sharing in the 

Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make 
my joy complete: be of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and 
of one mind. Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 
others as better than yourselves. Let each of 
you look not to your own interests, but to the 
interests of others. Let the same mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as something to be 
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the 
form of a slave, being born in human 
likeness. And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to 
the point of death – even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and 
gave him the name that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, 
just as you have always obeyed me, not only 
in my presence, but much more now in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling; for it is God who is at 
work in you, enabling you both to will and to 
work for his good pleasure. 

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 21.23-32 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief 

priests and the elders of the people came to 

him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what 

authority are you doing these things, and 

who gave you this authority?’ Jesus said to 

them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if you 

tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by 

what authority I do these things. Did the 

baptism of John come from heaven, or was it 

of human origin?’ And they argued with one 

another, ‘If we say, “From heaven,” he will 

say to us, “Why then did you not believe 

him?” But if we say, “Of human origin,” 

we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard 

John as a prophet.’ So they answered 

Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ And he said to 

them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what 

authority I am doing these things. What 

do you think? A man had two sons; he 

went to the first and said, “Son, go and 

work in the vineyard today.” He 

answered, “I will not”; but later he 

changed his mind and went. The father 

went to the second and said the same; 

and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did 

not go. Which of the two did the will of his 

father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to 

them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors 

and the prostitutes are going into the 

kingdom of God ahead of you. For John 

came to you in the way of righteousness 

and you did not believe him, but the tax-

collectors and the prostitutes believed 

him; and even after you saw it, you did 

not change your minds and believe him.’  

 

This week and beyond 

Community Larder - They continue to do 

a fabulous job providing for the needy 

during this time, but they need some 

more donations! Please consider adding a 

few things to your grocery trolley this 

week and drop them off at the drop off 

points in the stores or bring them by on a 

Tuesday morning. (No baked beans 

please!) 

Advance notice - At St Mary's we plan to 
celebrate Harvest with a difference this 
year on October 10th and 11th. Put the 
dates in your diaries now - more details in 
due course. Freda 

Alpha is back - but not as you know it. We 
will be running an 8 week Alpha course on 
Zoom beginning on Tuesday 13th October at 
7.30. Without the food element, the course 
will be shorter, with no need to venture out 
as the nights draw in, on line Alpha lasts 
about an hour. Perhaps you have spoken to 
Friends and family during the pandemic so 
far who are searching for greater meaning 
and asking questions about life. Alpha is a 
great way to explore such questions in an 
easy to digest format of video and small 
group discussion. If you have already been 
on Alpha, please do spread the word and 
invite others or bring a friend along. If you 
would like to be a guest do get in touch or 
book a place on Eventbrite https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-alpha-course-
tickets-122424166979 

St Mary’s APCM - will take place on 

Wednesday 7th October at 7pm. The 

meeting will be held via Zoom. Booklets will 

be available shortly in the church. 

Mothers Union will hold the October 7th 
meeting in St. Mary’s church at 2pm. The 
Rector Sean Semple will speak on the “Five 
Love Languages”.   Socially distanced seating 
will be arranged and hand sanitizer availa-
ble.  Face covering must be worn.  I look 
forward to seeing as many of you who feel 
able to attend. Margaret Willis 

Thank you - Jean and John Spenser would 
like to thank everyone who kindly sent them 
cards for their recently celebrated 60th 
Wedding Anniversary. They felt touched by 
so many people’s kindness. 
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