
 

Brampton Abbotts APCM will be held on 
23rd September at 6.30pm via Zoom. 
Details to join will be on the booklet. 

Vergers training for St Mary’s - this will 
be held on Saturday 26th September at 
9.30am for anyone who is interested in 
becoming a verger at the church. This  
involves setting up the church for wed-
dings and funerals. Anyone is welcome to 
attend or if you would like a refresher. 
The session will take about 45 minutes. 
Sean 

Advance notice - At St Mary's we plan to 
celebrate Harvest with a difference this 
year on October 10th and 11th. Put the 
dates in your diaries now - more details 
in due course. Freda 

Services Next Week  

Thursday 24th September 
10.00am Eucharist  - Ross 
This service will be livestreamed:  
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/ 

Sunday 27th September 
8.00am BCP Service - Ross 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 
11.00am Family Harvest and Patronal  
Festival - Walford 
12.00 Live streamed Ordination Service of 
Rev’d Tiffany Jackson 

Our Service Today 
In accordance with Diocesan Policy and  
National Guidelines we expect everyone  
attending a service in any of our church  
buildings to wear a face mask throughout the 
service. There will be hand sanitiser  
available as you enter the church, and we ask 
you to sanitise your hands before being  
seated. Please sit socially distanced. 
Our service is being live streamed to Face-
book and on our website. From time to time 
this will include shots of the congregation. If 
you would prefer not to be featured in this 
we ask that you sit in the NORTH aisle - the 
cameras will not go there. 

8.00am BCP Service - Ross 
The Rev’d  Sean Semple 

9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 
Rev’d Sean Semple and Canon Freda Davies 
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/  

9.30am Parish Eucharist - Walford 
Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and Mrs Tiffany 
Jackson 

11.15am Parish Eucharist - Brampton  
Abbotts Church 
The Rev’d Sean Semple and Mrs Tiffany  

New gathering rules and church  
services:  

We welcome confirmation from the 
Church of England that church services, 
including weddings and funerals, are 
exempt from the new restrictions on 
gatherings of more than 6 people. All 
existing social distanced and hygiene 
precautions will continue.  

If you are in a social bubble and wish to 
move your seats together during  
services you are welcome to do so.  

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom  at 
9am each weekday. Follow the link from 
our benefice website to join in. You will 
also find the order of service which you 
can use to pray Morning Prayer at 
home, or with us via Zoom.  
rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

St Mary’s is on the cusp of starting its very own 
Messy Church on Thursday, October 1st from 
3.30pm. You may have seen the posters and the 
logo but are still wondering, what is Messy 
Church?  It is a way of being church for families 
involving fun. It is a church, not a craft club, that 
helps people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. 
There are currently 3793 Messy Churches 
registered in 30 countries.  The values of Messy 
Church are founded on being Christ-centred, for all 
ages, based on creativity, hospitality and 
celebration. It part of The Bible Reading Fellowship 
which believes, with the historic churches, in one 
God, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

In the ‘old normal’ the format would be to gather, 
once a month, have a time of messy exploration 
based around a bible story or theme, have a short 
time of celebration and then eat together. 
Obviously the ‘current normal’ means we have 
taken the advice of Messy Church and following 
some training from Lucy Moore herself, the 
founder of Messy Church, have created a Covid-
Safe environment that is shorter, foodless and 
where zones will be created in our church that 
families stay in and explore the messy activities 
together. We have also decided to offer an At 
Home version where Messy Bags will be offered to 
those who would like to join in at home and an 
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opportunity to watch the live streamed 
celebration on Facebook.  

How can you support Messy Church? There are 
three ways you can help. Prayer is the first thing. 
To launch a Messy Church in a Pandemic, even 
Lucy Moore thought was brave. We have not 
had the build-up of families over the summer 
but have been creative in keeping in contact 
with many families across the Ross Parishes, but 
hope some families will want to come along and 
join us. Secondly, we have a strong team of 
those willing to help, and a great network of 
support beyond that.  Some of our helpers are 
keen to be involved, but want to wait until 
things are more settled. If you feel God is 
prompting you to join us now or in the future, 
do get in touch. Lastly, if you feel you can give 
financially toward the set up and running costs 
of Messy Church, that would be welcome too. 

For further details and a flavour of Messy 
Church, do visit our website where we are 
posting videos we have created as we get ready 
to go live. The link below illustrates what I have 
written about here 

https://youtu.be/9HFJAn7ox_I 

Christine 
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We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today, in 
person and virtually.  
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Today’s Collect 

Lord God, 
defend your Church from all false 
teaching 
and give to your people knowledge of 
your truth, 
that we may enjoy eternal life 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Post Communion Prayer 

Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your 
perpetual mercy; 
and, because without you our human 
frailty cannot but fall, 
keep us ever by your help from all things 
hurtful, 
and lead us to all things profitable to our 
salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In our prayers this week, we 

pray for: 

Those who are ill ... 

Rob Seabourn and all those infected and 
affected by the coronavirus. 

Our parishes … 
For the election of PCC members who can 
help us to make our Vision a reality 

For Toast, LEAF, and the upcoming Messy 
Church to flourish despite COVID 
restrictions. 

Today’s readings 

First Reading: Philippians 1.21-end 

For to me, living is Christ and dying is 
gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that 
means fruitful labour for me; and I do not 
know which I prefer.3I am hard pressed 
between the two: my desire is to depart 

and be with Christ, for that is far better; 
but to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary for you. Since I am convinced of 
this, I know that I will remain and continue 
with all of you for your progress and joy in 
faith, so that I may share abundantly in 
your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come 
to you again. Only, live your life in a 
manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 
that, whether I come and see you or am 
absent and hear about you, I will know 
that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
striving side by side with one mind for the 
faith of the gospel, and are in no way 
intimidated by your opponents. For them 
this is evidence of their destruction, but of 
your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For 
he has graciously granted you the privilege 
not only of believing in Christ, but of 
suffering for him as well – since you are 
having the same struggle that you saw I 
had and now hear that I still have.  

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 20.1-16 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of 

heaven is like a landowner who went out 

early in the morning to hire labourers for 

his vineyard. After agreeing with the 

labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent 

them into his vineyard. When he went out 

about nine o'clock, he saw others standing 

idle in the market-place; and he said to 

them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I 

will pay you whatever is right.” So they 

went. When he went out again about noon 

and about three o'clock, he did the same. 

And about five o'clock he went out and 

found others standing around; and he said 

to them, “Why are you standing here idle 

all day?” They said to him, “Because no 

one has hired us.” He said to them, “You 

also go into the vineyard.” When evening 

came, the owner of the vineyard said to 

his manager, “Call the labourers and give 

them their pay, beginning with the last 

and then going to the first.” When those 

hired about five o'clock came, each of 

them received the usual daily wage. Now 

when the first came, they thought they 

would receive more; but each of them 

also received the usual daily wage. And 

when they received it, they grumbled 

against the landowner, saying, “These last 

worked only one hour, and you have 

made them equal to us who have borne 

the burden of the day and the scorching 

heat.” But he replied to one of them, 

“Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you 

not agree with me for the usual daily 

wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I 

choose to give to this last the same as I 

give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I 

choose with what belongs to me? Or are 

you envious because I am generous?” So 

the last will be first, and the first will be 

last.’  

 

 

 

 

This week and beyond 

The 100 Club Draw for September 2020 
has taken place and the winners were 1st 
Sue Edwards  2nd Barbara Wardle  3rd 
Clive Beddows 
 
Revision of Electoral Roll - In preparation 
for the Annual Parochial Church Meeting, 
which will take place by zoom on  
Wednesday 7 October, we need to revise 
the Electoral Roll. (The Roll is the list of all 
those regular members of the congrega-
tion who are baptised and who wish to be 
able to attend the APCM and have their 
say in the life of the church.) Those whose 
names are already on the roll do not need 
to do anything; their names will remain 
there. Anyone who would like to have 
their name added, please email 
ross.er@rossparishes.uk or fill in the  
electoral roll form (downloadable from 
https://www.rossparishes.uk/pcc  or  
obtainable from the church office) and 
return it to the Electoral Roll Officer, Julian 
Hallett by emailing it to  
hallettjulian@hotmail.com, or by sending it 
to the church office. 
 
Buggy Walk – starting on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month from the band-
stand in Ross. You need to preregister and 
you will then will be grouped into small 
groups on arrival. It is a chance for Mums/
Dads and Carers to meet others and for 
our Church to stay in touch. You need not 
necessarily follow the whole route, you 
can just stroll along and chat for shorter 
distances if that is more suitable.  
Please contact Christine: christinecatta-
nach@hereford.anglican.org or 07593 
382753 

 

Gospel readings through this week  
Mon:  Matthew 9.9-13 
Tues: Luke 8.19-21 
Weds:  Luke 9.1-6 
Thurs:  Luke 9.7-9 
Fri: Luke 9.18-22 
Sat: Luke 9.43b-45 
Sun: Matthew 21.23-32 
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