Buggy Walk – starting on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesdays of the month from the bandstand in Ross. You need to preregister and
you will then will be grouped into small
groups on arrival. It is a chance for Mums/
Dads and Carers to meet others and for
our Church to stay in touch. You need not
necessarily follow the whole route, you
can just stroll along and chat for shorter
distances if that is more suitable.
Please contact Christine: christinecattanach@hereford.anglican.org or 07593
382753
Vergers training for St Mary’s - this will be
held on Saturday 26th September at
9.30am for anyone who is interested in
becoming a verger at the church. This
involves setting up the church for weddings and funerals. Anyone is welcome to
attend or if you would like a refresher. The
session will take about 45 minutes. Sean
Advance notice - At St Mary's we plan to
celebrate Harvest with a difference this
year on October 10th and 11th. Put the
dates in your diaries now - more details in
due course. Freda

Our Service Today
In accordance with Diocesan Policy and
National Guidelines we expect everyone
attending a service in any of our church
buildings to wear a face mask throughout the
service. There will be hand sanitiser
available as you enter the church, and we ask
you to sanitise your hands before being
seated. Please sit socially distanced.

Our service is being live streamed to Facebook and on our website. From time to time
this will include shots of the congregation. If
you would prefer not to be featured in this
we ask that you sit in the NORTH aisle - the
cameras will not go there.
8.00am BCP Service - Ross
The Rev’d Sean Semple

9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross
Rev’d Sean Semple and Mrs Tiffany
Jackson
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/

11.00am Zoom Family Service
Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard

Services Next Week
New gathering rules and church
services:
We welcome confirmation from the
Church of England that church services,
including weddings and funerals, are
exempt from the new restrictions on
gatherings of more than 6 people. All
existing social distanced and hygiene
precautions will continue.
If you are in a social bubble and wish to
move your seats together during
services you are welcome to do so.

Thursday 17th September
10.00am Eucharist - Ross
This service will be livestreamed:
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/

Sunday 20th September
8.00am BCP Service - Ross
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross
9.30am Parish Eucharist - Walford
11.15am Parish Eucharist - Brampton
Abbotts Church

rossparishes.uk

Newsletter

Ross-on-Wye
Walford
Brampton Abbotts

We offer a warm welcome to
everyone at our services today, in
person and virtually.

The Ross Parishes

13th September 2020
Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love
How many reputations do we have?
My regular news feed from Britannica informs
me that today is the anniversary of the death
of Philip 2nd of Spain. He is important in our
eyes as at one time he was “king” of England
when married to Mary 1st but not for long;
when she died his kingship died with her, and
of course it was his armada that Drake
defeated.
Philip’s father, the Holy Roman Emperor
Charles 5th impressed on him, and regularly
wrote him notes reminding him of his high
calling from God and that he should not rely
too much on human advisers. He took this
advice to heart and in catholic countries he is
remembered as a true lover of God and
preserver of the true catholic faith. On the
other hand he is remembered in protestant
countries as a monster of bigotry, ambition,
lust, and cruelty. Two reputations!

continue the styles and values of the fascist
regime. To the older generation of
Spaniards he is an absolute saint and hero
as through faith, hope and love he gradually
turned Spain away from fascism and into
democracy, putting his own life on the line
to prevent a coup. However to the younger
generation he is a tyrant, and a despised
elephant hunter, a heartless adulterer, and
a crook with too many mysterious money
laundering transactions. Two reputations!

This morning may we ponder our reading
from Romans 14.12 – “So then, each of us
will be accountable to God” - but more
importantly may we inspire our community
with faith hope and love, but with only one
reputation; we are trying our best to follow
Jesus.

Colin

Now to King Carlos, the previous king of Spain
who abdicated and has now gone into exile.
General Franco chose and mentored Carlos to
become king in the restored monarchy when
Franco died. The idea was that Carlos would
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Today’s Collect
Merciful God,
your Son came to save us
and bore our sins on the cross:
may we trust in your mercy
and know your love,
rejoicing in the righteousness
that is ours through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Post Communion Prayer
Lord God, the source of truth and love,
keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship,
united in prayer and the breaking of bread,
and one in joy and simplicity of heart,
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
In our prayers this week, we pray
for:
Those who are ill ...
Rob Seabourn and all those infected and
affected by the coronavirus.
Our parishes …
For the election of PCC members who can
help us to make our Vision a reality
For Toast, LEAF, and the upcoming Messy
Church to flourish despite COVID restrictions.
Today’s readings
First Reading: Genesis 50.15-21
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s
brothers said, ‘What if Joseph still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back in full for
all the wrong that we did to him?’ So they
approached Joseph, saying, ‘Your father gave
this instruction before he died, “Say to
Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your
brothers and the wrong they did in harming
you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime
of the servants of the God of your father.’
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then

his brothers also wept, fell down before him,
and said, ‘We are here as your slaves.’ But
Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid! Am I
in the place of God? Even though you
intended to do harm to me, God intended it
for good, in order to preserve a numerous
people, as he is doing today. So have no fear;
I myself will provide for you and your little
ones.’ In this way he reassured them,
speaking kindly to them.
Second Reading Romans 14.1-12
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but
not for the purpose of quarrelling over
opinions. Some believe in eating anything,
while the weak eat only vegetables. Those
who eat must not despise those who abstain,
and those who abstain must not pass
judgement on those who eat; for God has
welcomed them. Who are you to pass
judgement on servants of another? It is
before their own lord that they stand or fall.
And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able
to make them stand. Some judge one day to
be better than another, while others judge all
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in
their own minds. Those who observe the day,
observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those
who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they
give thanks to God; while those who abstain,
abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks
to God. We do not live to ourselves, and we
do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so
then, whether we live or whether we die, we
are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and
lived again, so that he might be Lord of both
the dead and the living. Why do you pass
judgement on your brother or sister? Or you,
why do you despise your brother or sister?
For we will all stand before the judgement
seat of God. For it is written, ‘As I live, says
the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and
every tongue shall give praise to God.’ So
then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Gospel Reading Matthew 18.21-35

Peter came and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if another
member of the church sins against me, how
often should I forgive? As many as seven
times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times,
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. For this
reason the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. When he began the
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him; and, as he could
not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold,
together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. So the
slave fell on his knees before him, saying,
“Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord
of that slave released him and forgave him
the debt. But that same slave, as he went out,
came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed
him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the
throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his
fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him,
“Have patience with me, and I will pay you.”
But he refused; then he went and threw him
into prison until he would pay the debt. When
his fellow-slaves saw what had happened,
they were greatly distressed, and they went
and reported to their lord all that had taken
place. Then his lord summoned him and said
to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all
that debt because you pleaded with me.
Should you not have had mercy on your
fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in
anger his lord handed him over to be tortured
until he would pay his entire debt. So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of
you, if you do not forgive your brother or
sister from your heart.’

This week and beyond
Revision of Electoral Roll - In preparation
for the Annual Parochial Church Meeting,
which will take place by zoom on
Wednesday 7 October, we need to revise
the Electoral Roll. (The Roll is the list of all
those regular members of the congregation
who are baptised and who wish to be able
to attend the APCM and have their say in
the life of the church.) Those whose names
are already on the roll do not need to do
anything; their names will remain there.
Anyone who would like to have their name
added, please email
ross.er@rossparishes.uk or fill in the
electoral roll form (downloadable from
https://www.rossparishes.uk/pcc or
obtainable from the church office) and return it to the Electoral Roll Officer, Julian
Hallett by emailing it to
hallettjulian@hotmail.com, or by sending it
to the church office.
I'm reading "God and the Pandemic: A
Christian Reflection on the Coronavirus and
its Aftermath" by TOM WRIGHT and wanted
to share this quote with you: "Why doesn’t
he send a thunderbolt (or perhaps something a little less like what a pagan deity
might do, but still) and put things right? The
answer is that God does send thunderbolts –
human ones. He sends in the poor in Spirit,
the meek, the mourners, the peacemakers,
the hungry-for-justice people. They are the
way God wants to act in his world. They are
more effective than any lightning flashes or
actual thunderbolts. They will use their
initiative; they will see where the real needs
are, and go to meet them." - Tom Wright
in God and the Pandemic: a Christian
reflection on the Coronavirus and it's aftermath. Tiffany

