Audit of Digital Worship Provision –
The digital ministry team is carrying out a
bit of an audit of how we are doing with our
digital offering. We’d be most grateful if you
could spare a few moments to complete a
short survey which you’ll find signposted
from the home page of our website or
directly at bit.ly/RossParishesDigital Mark
Alpha News - It was hard but a bit of a no
brainer to have to cancel our Alpha course
this spring/summer. However we are now
thinking about how to create a Virtual Alpha
which will work with our new friend Zoom
in the Autumn. In the meantime, If you are
someone who would like to do a daytime
Alpha course, from the comfort of your
living room, Hereford Diocese are trialling a
Zoom Alpha starting this coming Tuesday 4th
August from 10-11.30 morning for 8 weeks
and are inviting anyone who would like to
take part to contact:
e.hackney@hereford.anglican.org
Please feel free to join in or share with
anyone you know who is interested in
Alpha.
Picnic Church - Sundays in August, 3:30pm
at St. Mary’s Church. Join us for a short,
family service. Bring a picnic blanket to sit
on and a snack for after the service. Social
distancing rules will be complied with. For
more information contact: Tiffany- tiffany@rossparishes.uk, 07881420823 or Rev’d
Caroline Pascoe caroline@rossparishes.uk

Our Service Today
In accordance with Diocesan Policy and
National Guidelines we expect everyone
attending a service in any of our church
buildings to wear a face mask throughout
the service. There will be hand sanitiser
available as you enter the church, and we ask
you to sanitise your hands before being
seated. Please sit socially distanced.
8.00am BCP Service - Ross
The Rev’d Sean Semple

9.30am Eucharist Celebration - Ross
The Rev’d Sean Semple
This service will be livestreamed:
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/
10.45am - Zoom Family Service
The Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe &
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard
Please email Caroline for the link to join this
service (this is for safeguarding
purposes as it's a live online service with
children participating).
3.30pm - Picnic Church - Ross
Mrs Tiffany Jackson &
The Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe
Services Next Week
Sunday 16th August
8.00am BCP Service - Ross

Gospel readings through this week
Mon: Matthew 17.22-end
Tues: Matthew 18.1-5, 10, 12-14
Weds: Matthew 18.15-20
Thurs: Luke 18.21-19.1
Fri: Matthew 19.3-12
Sat: Luke 1.46-55
Sun: Matthew 15. (10-20) 21-28
https://rossparishes.uk/faith-at-home/

9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist
Celebration Ross
11.15am Parish Eucharist - Brampton
Abbotts Church
3.30pm Picnic Church Ross
Thursday 20th August
10am Live streamed Eucharist - Ross

rossparishes.uk

Newsletter

Ross-on-Wye
Walford
Brampton Abbotts

We offer a warm welcome to
everyone at our services today, in
person and virtually.
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growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love
What strange times we have been living in! For
those of us who have been shielding, either
because of our own vulnerability or because
another member of our household was classed as
vulnerable, our release into the wide world on that
magic date August 1st was met with some anxiety.
But how wonderful it was to see the people we
missed and to be out in the community once
more.

better it might be to use apps such as Zoom or
Teams for business meetings. The church too can
make good use of modern technology to reach
out into the community. Even once churches have
fully re-opened, there might still be a place for
Zoom prayer meetings, like the daily Morning
Prayer many of us have attended since the
lockdown began, or for streaming or recording
our services for those who are unable to attend.

And what an amazing community it is we live in.
Over the last few months, lots of people have
helped others less fortunate than themselves.
There are so many to thank: not just the obvious
ones like health workers and carers, but also those
who kept our essential shops open, postal
workers, delivery drivers, refuse collectors and so
on. We are also grateful to people who
volunteered, using their skills and giving their time
to do whatever they could for others.

At whatever stage we are in life, there can be new
challenges and experiences, all of which can draw
us closer to God. David Adam, one-time vicar of
Lindisfarne, recognised this in his prayer entitled
Pathways –

There are so many lessons to be learnt from our
experiences over the last few months. As well as
the importance of caring for one another, we have
also seen first-hand the importance of caring for
our environment. With fewer cars on the road and
less air travel, air quality around the world must
have improved. Maybe now is the time to reflect
on those lessons learnt: for example, how much

Lord today brings
Paths to discover
Possibilities to choose
People to encounter
Peace to possess
Promises to fulfil
Perplexities to ponder
Power to strengthen
Pointers to guide
Pardon to accept
Praises to sing
And a presence to proclaim.
Freda
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Today’s Collect
Gracious Father,
revive your Church in our day,
and make her holy, strong and faithful,
for your glory’s sake
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Post Communion Prayer
Holy Father,
who gathered us here around the table
of your Son
to share this meal with the whole
household of God:
in that new world where you reveal the
fullness of your peace,
gather people of every race and language
to share in the eternal banquet of
Jesus Christ our Lord.
We pray for those who are ill
Rob Seabourn and all those infected and
affected by the coronavirus
We remember those who have died

Rev’d Derek Bedford & Margaret
Pennington and we pray for their families
and loved ones, and for all those who
mourn at this time.
Today’s readings
First Reading 1 Kings 19.9-18
When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain
of God, 9 he came to a cave, and spent the
night there. Then the word of the LORD
came to him, saying, ‘What are you doing
here, Elijah?’ 10 He answered, ‘I have been
very zealous for the LORD, the God of
hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone

am left, and they are seeking my life, to
take it away.’ 11 He said, ‘Go out and stand
on the mountain before the LORD, for the
LORD is about to pass by.’ Now there was a
great wind, so strong that it was splitting
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces
before the LORD, but the LORD was not in
the wind; and after the wind an
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the
earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a
fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and
after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13
When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face
in his mantle and went out and stood at
the entrance of the cave. Then there came
a voice to him that said, ‘What are you
doing here, Elijah?’ 14 He answered, ‘I
have been very zealous for the LORD, the
God of hosts; for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down
your altars, and killed your prophets with
the sword. I alone am left, and they are
seeking my life, to take it away.’ 15 Then
the LORD said to him, ‘Go, return on your
way to the wilderness of Damascus; when
you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king
over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu
son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you
shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah as prophet in your place. 17
Whoever escapes from the sword of
Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever
escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha
shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven thousand
in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed
to Baal, and every mouth that has not
kissed him.’
Second Reading Romans 10.5-15
5
Moses
writes
concerning
the
righteousness that comes from the law,
that ‘the person who does these things will
live by them.’ 6 But the righteousness that
comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your
heart,
“Who
will
ascend
into

heaven?”’ (that is, to bring Christ down)
7 ‘or “Who will descend into the
abyss?”’ (that is, to bring Christ up from
the dead). But what does it say? ‘The
word is near you, on your lips and in
your heart’ (that is, the word of faith
that we proclaim); 9 because if you
confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. 10
For one believes with the heart and so is
justified, and one confesses with the
mouth and so is saved. 11 The scripture
says, ‘No one who believes in him will be
put to shame.’ 12 For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek; the
same Lord is Lord of all and is generous
to all who call on him. 13 For, ‘Everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord shall
be saved.’ 14 But how are they to call on
one in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in one of
whom they have never heard? And how
are they to hear without someone to
proclaim him? 15 And how are they to
proclaim him unless they are sent? As it
is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of
those who bring good news!’
Gospel Reading Matthew 14.22-33
Immediately after feeding the crowd
with the five loaves and two fish, 22
Jesus made the disciples get into the
boat and go on ahead to the other side,
while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And
after he had dismissed the crowds, he
went up the mountain by himself to
pray. When evening came, he was there
alone, 24but by this time the boat,
battered by the waves, was far from the
land, for the wind was against them. 25
And early in the morning he came
walking towards them on the lake. 26But
when the disciples saw him walking on
the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is

a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. 27 But
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said,
‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’ 28
Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you,
command me to come to you on the
water.’ 29 He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got
out of the boat, started walking on the
water, and came towards Jesus. 30 But
when he noticed the strong wind, he
became frightened, and beginning to sink,
he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ 31 Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and
caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little
faith, why did you doubt?’ 32 When they
got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And
those in the boat worshipped him, saying,
‘Truly you are the Son of God.’

This week and beyond
Storage in St Mary’s Church and Hall - As
we proceed through Phase 3 of the Church
reordering, we are trying to rationalise and
reorganise the storage of items in the
Church and in the Hall. We suspect that,
particularly in the Hall basement, there is
equipment which is no longer needed and
could be disposed of. If anyone has items
in the Church or the Hall and has not
already discussed them with the
reordering committee, please would they
contact the churchwardens as soon as
possible, and certainly before 20 August
when we plan to start the clearance. Any
offers of help for the final clearance on 22
August will be gratefully accepted. John
Setchfield Janet Cooper
Teams4U Christmas Shoebox Appeal 2020
If anyone is interested or able to make up
a shoebox for the appeal I have leaflets.
Tina 01989 218295

