Morning Prayer this week

In accordance with Diocesan Policy and
National Guidelines we expect everyone
attending a service in any of our church
buildings to wear a face mask throughout
the service. There will be hand sanitiser
available as you enter the church, and we
ask you to sanitise your hands before being
seated. Please sit socially distanced.

Morning prayer continues by Zoom
again this week, at 9am each weekday.
Follow the link from our benefice website to join in. You will also find the
order of service which you can use to
pray Morning Prayer at home, or with
us via Zoom.
rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

Our service is being live streamed to Facebook and on our website. From time to
time this will include shots of the congregation. If you would prefer not to be featured in this we ask that you sit in the
NORTH aisle - the cameras will not go
there.
8.00am BCP Service - Ross
The Rev’d Sean Semple

9.30am Eucharist - Ross
Rev’d Preb Caroline Pascoe, Rev’d Sean
Semple and Mrs Tiffany Jackson
This service will be livestreamed:
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/
3.30pm - Picnic Church - Ross
Mrs Tiffany Jackson and Rev’d Preb
Caroline Pascoe
Services Next Week
Thursday 3 September
10.00am Eucharist - Ross
This service will be livestreamed:
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/
Sunday 6 September
8.00am BCP Service - Ross
9.30am Live streamed Eucharist - Ross
9.30am Parish Eucharist - Walford

Gospel

readings

through

week
Mon: Luke 22.24-30
Tues: Matthew 23.23-26
Weds: Matthew 23.27-32
Thurs: Matthew 24.42-end
Fri: Matthew 25.1-13
Sat: Matthew 25.14-30
Sun: Matthew 16.21-end
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We offer a warm welcome to
everyone at our services today, in
person and virtually.
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this

30th August 2020
Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love
“Do you have a favourite book in the Bible?”
This question was put to a senior colleague
and friend of mine by a well-meaning person,
and I derived some amusement in seeing him
squirm and battle to answer the question.
Now it wasn’t because he didn’t know the
Bible – he has a deep knowledge and love for
God’s word – but the Bible is less book than
library. It is a collection of 66 very different
books (or 73 books in the Roman Catholic
canon of Scripture). Our favourite book in the
Bible will no doubt reflect our personal
preferences. Do you prefer history to song?
Then you will prefer a book like Chronicles to
the Psalms. Or do you prefer erotic poetry to
philosophy? Then turn to Song of Songs and
not Job! Or perhaps you want to read of the
story of Jesus rather than about an
apocalyptic vision of the End Times. Then it is
the Gospels rather than Revelation for you.
But whatever our preferences, each and every
book in the Bible has a common message –
and that is that God loves all creation and
wants what is best for it.
So what is my favourite book in the Bible?
Since I am writing this, I am going to give
myself the generous latitude to choose a

favourite from the Old Testament, the
Gospels and the Epistles: Proverbs for its
pithy psychological insight; St John’s gospel
for its majestic theology and symbolism of
light and darkness; and the Epistle of James.
Why James, you may ask? Because I love the
epistle’s insistence that faith must be made
visible and practical, or it is worthless. “For
just as the body without the spirit is dead,
so faith without works is also dead.” (James
2.26) Very simply, I am drawn to practical
and effective and visible Christianity. I
delight in churches that actually make the
world around them better places – places
that reflect the values of the Kingdom of
God.
Our three parishes do add value to the
communities they are in – and have done so
for many hundreds of years. But now, in the
wake of the coronavirus pandemic, we
cannot just carry on as if nothing happened
and nothing has changed. There is an
obvious need to take stock of how our faith
is being turned into practical love at this
time, and to ensure that we are bringing the
strength and peace and hope of Christ to
the post-covid communities we are in. PTO
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This is an exciting challenge and perhaps
like me you can feel a new sense of
energy and purpose in our parishes, as
God blesses us to be a blessing to others.

Today’s readings
First Reading Romans 12, 9 -21

pray for:

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil,
hold fast to what is good; love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one
another in showing honour. Do not lag in
zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,
persevere in prayer. Contribute to the
needs of the saints; extend hospitality to
strangers. Bless those who persecute
you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice
with those who rejoice, weep with those
who weep. Live in harmony with one
another; do not be haughty, but associate
with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser
than you are. Do not repay anyone evil
for evil, but take thought for what is
noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so
far as it depends on you, live peaceably
with all. Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath
of God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ No, ‘if
your enemies are hungry, feed them; if
they are thirsty, give them something to
drink; for by doing this you will heap
burning coals on their heads.’ Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.

Those who are ill...

Gospel Reading Matthew 16, 21-28

Yours in inclusive and intergenerational
faith, hope and love.
Sean
Today’s Collect

God of constant mercy,
who sent your Son to save us:
remind us of your goodness,
increase your grace within us,
that our thankfulness may grow,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Post Communion Prayer
God of all mercy,
in this eucharist you have set aside our
sins
and given us your healing:
grant that we who are made whole in
Christ
may bring that healing to this broken
world,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
In our prayers this week, we

Rob Seabourn and all those infected and
affected by the coronavirus.
Our parishes ...
For the vision that God has given us to be
made a reality in our communities and
for people in our parishes to lead our
vision process.

When Jesus came into the district of
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
‘Who do people say that the Son of Man
is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said
to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’
Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And
Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood

has not revealed this to you, but my
Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of Hades will not
prevail against it. I will give you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.’ Then he sternly
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone
that he was the Messiah.
This week and beyond
Mothers Union will be holding their
annual Corporate Communion service on
September 2nd at 2pm at St Mary’s. Face
coverings must be worn. There will be
hand sanitizer at the entrance and socially
distanced
seating
will
be
set
out. Unfortunately we are not permitted
to serve refreshments, but it would be
wonderful to meet after all these months.
Margaret Willis
Brampton Abbotts churchyard The PCC would like to express their very
grateful thanks to the village Cake Club
and their spouses for turning out in force
to help with the churchyard maintenance.
Since lockdown, the Probationary Service,
who normally come every other week
from April to October, have been unable
to assist. Thanks to the extraordinary
efforts of the Cake Clubbers, we now have
mown grass, widened paths and
unearthed graves. What resembled an
overgrown
meadow
has
been
transformed. Thank you also to Simon
Leney who has been disposing of the
mountains of rubbish for us. We are so
grateful for all this invaluable help and
can’t thank everybody enough for this
communal effort. Rosemary Knapp

Our Toddler Group Toast is not able to
meet in St Mary’s at this moment but if
you would like to come and join us we
will be facilitating a social distanced
Buggy Walk on Wednesday 2nd
September. Everyone is welcome to
join us but please do obtain a ticket via
the website or via Facebook or do call
Lou in the office and she can book on
your behalf. Start timings will be
staggered from 9.15am starting at the
Bandstand. Christine
Teams4U Christmas Shoebox Appeal
2020 If anyone is interested or able to
make up a shoebox for the appeal I have
leaflets. www.teams4you.com
Tina 01989 218295
Audit of Digital Worship Provision –
The digital ministry team is carrying out
a bit of an audit of how we are doing
with our digital offering. We’d be most
grateful if you could spare a few
moments to complete a short survey
which you’ll find signposted from the
home page of our website or directly at
bit.ly/RossParishesDigital Mark
Picnic Lunch - Join us today for our last
picnic church of the summer at 3:30pm
in the churchyard of St Mary's.
Don't forget to bring a picnic blanket,
snack and a face mask (in case we need
to go indoors). We will also be blessing
children's school bags in preparation for
the start of school, so bring your school
bag, nursery bag, or even work bag if
you're a teacher!
Eucharists and BCP Services From 1st September, weekly 10am
Thursday Eucharists will resume, as well
as 8am Sunday BCP services each
Sunday.

