Morning Prayer this week

In accordance with Diocesan Policy and
National Guidelines we expect everyone
attending a service in any of our church
buildings to wear a face mask throughout
the service. There will be hand sanitiser
available as you enter the church, and we
ask you to sanitise your hands before being
seated. Please sit socially distanced.

Morning prayer continues by Zoom
again this week, at 9am each weekday.
Follow the link from our benefice website to join in. You will also find the
order of service which you can use to
pray Morning Prayer at home, or with
us via Zoom.
rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

8.00am BCP Service - Ross
The Rev’d Colin Leggate

9.30am Eucharist Celebration - Ross
The Rev’d Sean Semple, The Rev’d Colin
Leggate & Mrs Tiffany Jackson
This service will be livestreamed:
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/
11.15am Outdoor Church - Walford
The Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe &
Mrs Tiffany Jackson
3.30pm - Picnic Church - Ross
Mrs Tiffany Jackson & The Rev’d
Prebendary Caroline Pascoe
Services Next Week
Sunday 30th August
8.00am BCP Service - Ross

9.30am Eucharist Celebration - Ross
This service will be livestreamed:
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/
3.30pm - Picnic Church - Ross
Mrs Tiffany Jackson

Gospel

readings

through

week
Mon: Luke 22.24-30
Tues: Matthew 23.23-26
Weds: Matthew 23.27-32
Thurs: Matthew 24.42-end
Fri: Matthew 25.1-13
Sat: Matthew 25.14-30
Sun: Matthew 16.21-end
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We offer a warm welcome to
everyone at our services today, in
person and virtually.

The Ross Parishes

Our Service Today

this

23rd August 2020
Bartholomew The Apostle

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love
On Monday we celebrate the life of St.
Bartholomew. He might, or might not, have
been the Nathaniel, brought by Philip to Jesus
in John’s gospel, and, later, witnessing the
resurrected Jesus in Galilee, but we celebrate
the qualities of someone known for humility
and dependability.
Fast forward to the present time and the work
of Joy Clarkson, a moral theology Ph.D scholar
at St. Andrews University who, in a thoughtful
podcast reminds us that ‘humility’ and
‘human’ both come from the same root
‘humus’ meaning earthy. She argues that we
have to behave with humanity and humility
towards others.
Think of playground days – who was most
popular? Usually someone who led without
being loud and demanding. Think of work
teams – who is most successful? Usually
someone who recognises and encourages the
qualities of other people. Both set an
example, foster others rather than self, and
above all recognise the old adage that ‘there is
no ‘i’ in ‘leader’.

Humble, and contrastingly, self-important
people, have both been coping with Covid
and its implications. National leaders
suggesting that they did not need to take
precautions for self or citizens, scientists
arrogantly critical of the work of others and
even those who organised raves in the
Forest– all show lack of humanity and
humility. However, the unstinting and
selfless work by medical and social workers
has proved that, like Bartholomew, there
are people ‘with whom there is no guile’.
Our reaction possibly varies from annoyance
to anger, and from frustration to revenge.
Such feelings only hinder positive action. We
can be more or less human in our response
to adverse news. Joy Clarkson wrote:
‘Fixating on the darkness and brokenness of
the world only rendered me helpless in the
face of evil, while cultivating a love of
goodness made me brave in the face of it.’
Is this true humanity?
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Today’s Collect
Almighty and everlasting God,
who gave to your apostle Bartholomew
grace
truly to believe and to preach your word:
grant that your Church
may love that word which he believed
and may faithfully preach and receive the
same;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Post Communion Prayer
Almighty God,
who on the day of Pentecost
sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles
with the wind from heaven and in
tongues of flame,
filling them with joy and boldness to
preach the gospel:
by the power of the same Spirit
strengthen us to witness to your truth
and to draw everyone to the fire of your
love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
In our prayers this week, we
pray for:
Those who are ill...
Rob Seabourn and all those infected and
affected by the coronavirus.
Our parishes ...
For the vision that God has given us to be
made a reality in our communities.

Today’s readings

Gospel Reading Luke 22.24-30

First Reading Isaiah 43.8-13

A dispute also arose among the twelve as
to which one of them was to be regarded
as the greatest. But Jesus said to them,
‘The kings of the Gentiles lord it over
them; and those in authority over them
are called benefactors. But not so with
you; rather the greatest among you must
become like the youngest, and the leader
like one who serves. For who is greater,
the one who is at the table or the one
who serves? Is it not the one at the table?
But I am among you as one who serves.
You are those who have stood by me in
my trials; and I confer on you, just as my
Father has conferred on me, a kingdom,
so that you may eat and drink at my table
in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’

Bring forth the people who are blind, yet
have eyes, who are deaf, yet have ears!
Let all the nations gather together, and
let the peoples assemble. Who among
them declared this, and foretold to us the
former things? Let them bring their
witnesses to justify them, and let them
hear and say, ‘It is true.’ You are my
witnesses, says the LORD, and my servant
whom I have chosen, so that you may
know and believe me and understand
that I am he. Before me no god was
formed, nor shall there be any after me. I,
I am the LORD, and besides me there is
no saviour. I declared and saved and
proclaimed, when there was no strange
god among you; and you are my
witnesses, says the LORD. I am God, and
also henceforth I am He; there is no one
who can deliver from my hand; I work
and who can hinder it?

Second Reading Acts 5.12-16
Many signs and wonders were done
among the people through the apostles.
And they were all together in Solomon’s
Portico. None of the rest dared to join
them, but the people held them in high
esteem. Yet more than ever believers
were added to the Lord, great numbers of
both men and women, so that they even
carried out the sick into the streets, and
laid them on cots and mats, in order that
Peter’s shadow might fall on some of
them as he came by. A great number of
people would also gather from the towns
around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and
those tormented by unclean spirits, and
they were all cured.

This week and beyond
Mothers Union will be holding their
annual Corporate Communion service on
September 2nd at 2pm at St Mary’s. Face
coverings must be worn. There will be
hand sanitizer at the entrance and socially
distanced
seating
will
be
set
out. Unfortunately we are not permitted
to serve refreshments, but it would be
wonderful to meet after all these months.
Margaret Willis
The August 100 Club Draw has taken
place and the winners are: 1st Prize Julian
Utting, 2nd Prize Anna Constance, 3rd
Marilyn Reynolds

Our Toddler Group Toast is not able to
meet in St Mary’s at this moment but if
you would like to come and join us we
will be facilitating a social distanced
Buggy Walk on Wednesday 2nd
September. Everyone is welcome to
join us but please do obtain a ticket via
the website or via Facebook or do call
Lou in the office and she can book on
your behalf. Start timings will be
staggered from 9.15am starting at the
Bandstand. Christine
Teams4U Christmas Shoebox Appeal
2020 If anyone is interested or able to
make up a shoebox for the appeal I have
leaflets. www.teams4you.com
Tina 01989 218295
Audit of Digital Worship Provision
The digital ministry team is carrying out
a bit of an audit of how we are doing
with our digital offering. We’d be most
grateful if you could spare a few
moments to complete a short survey
which you’ll find signposted from the
home page of our website or directly at
bit.ly/RossParishesDigital Mark
Picnic Church - Sundays in August,
3:30pm at St. Mary’s Church. Join us for
a short, family service. Bring a picnic
blanket to sit on and a snack for after
the service. Social distancing rules will
be complied with. For more information
contact: Tiffany tiffany@rossparishes.uk, 07881420823
or Rev’d Caroline Pascoe
caroline@rossparishes.uk

