Morning Prayer this week

In accordance with Diocesan Policy and
National Guidelines we expect everyone
attending a service in any of our church
buildings to wear a face mask throughout
the service. There will be hand sanitiser
available as you enter the church, and we
ask you to sanitise your hands before being
seated. Please sit socially distanced.

Morning prayer continues by Zoom
again this week, at 9am each weekday.
Follow the link from our benefice website to join in. You will also find the
order of service which you can use to
pray Morning Prayer at home, or with
us via Zoom.
rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

8.00am BCP Service - Ross
The Rev’d Colin Leggate

9.30am Eucharist Celebration - Ross
The Rev’d Sean Semple & Mrs Tiffany
Jackson
This service will be livestreamed:
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/
11.15am Parish Eucharist - Brampton
Abbotts Church
The Rev’d Sean Semple & Mrs Tiffany
Jackson
3.30pm - Picnic Church - Ross
Mrs Tiffany Jackson
Services Next Week
Thursday 20th August
10am Live streamed Eucharist - Ross

Sunday 23rd August
8.00am BCP Service - Ross

Gospel

readings

through

week
Mon: Matthew 17.22-end
Tues: Matthew 18.1-5, 10, 12-14
Weds: Matthew 18.15-20
Thurs: Luke 18.21-19.1
Fri: Matthew 19.3-12
Sat: Luke 1.46-55
Sun: Matthew 15. (10-20) 21-28
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We offer a warm welcome to
everyone at our services today, in
person and virtually.

The Ross Parishes

Our Service Today

this

16th August 2020
Tenth Sunday after Trinity

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love
I had the blessing of beginning my ministry
here in the Ross parishes in July. The month
seemed to be going along smoothly. There
were challenges with government and church
guidelines for opening churches, but we were
figuring them out. We had almost settled into
our ‘new normal’ and then… FACE MASKS. I
wanted to cry. I was angry. It felt like a
massive blow.
Then I started processing with a friend. The
thing that bothered me about face masks in
church was the visible reminder that even
church wasn’t safe. My friend then asked me,
‘When did churches become safe? The early
church wasn’t safe.’ Where did we get this
idea of church as a place of safety and
comfort? That certainly wasn’t the case for
the early church meeting in homes and
catacombs, aware of possible persecution
around every corner. The church isn’t safe in
many countries around the world where
Christians are still persecuted today.

The church was never meant to be safe nor
was it meant to be comfortable. Nadia
Bolz-Weber says, ‘I’ve never fully
understood how Christianity became quite
so tame and respectable given its origins
among drunkards, prostitutes, and tax
collectors.’ As we are constantly being
pushed out of our comfort zones, perhaps it
is time to once again embrace our origins
and recognise that we are not called to
safety or comfort or respectability but to
follow Jesus. Jesus said, ‘I have said this to
you, so that in me you may have peace. In
the world you will face persecution. But take
courage; I have conquered the world!’ (John
16:33) May we find our peace in Jesus as we
seek to follow him this week.

Tiffany

9.30am Eucharist Celebration - Ross
This service will be livestreamed:
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/
11am for 11.15 start Outdoor Church Walford

Rector: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk (not Fri)
Curate: Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823 (not Fri)
Walford: Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | chris@rossparishes.uk (Sun - Wed)
Assistant Priest: Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk
Assistant Priest: Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk
Intergenerational Missioner: Christine Cattanach| christine@rossparishes.uk
Administrator: Louise Jarvis | 01989 562175 | administrator@rossparishes.uk

Today’s Collect

Today’s readings

This week and beyond

Almighty God,
who looked upon the lowliness of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
and chose her to be the mother of your
only Son:
grant that we who are redeemed by his
blood
may share with her in the glory of your
eternal kingdom;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

First Reading Galatians 4.4-7

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Gospel Reading Luke 1.46-55

Storage in St Mary’s Church and Hall - As
we proceed through Phase 3 of the
Church reordering, we are trying to
rationalise and reorganise the storage of
items in the Church and in the Hall. We
suspect that, particularly in the Hall
basement, there is equipment which is no
longer needed and could be disposed of. If
anyone has items in the Church or the Hall
and has not already discussed them with
the reordering committee, please would
they contact the churchwardens as soon
as possible, and certainly before 20
August when we plan to start the
clearance. Any offers of help for the final
clearance on 22 August will be gratefully
accepted. John Setchfield Janet Cooper

Post Communion Prayer
God most high,
whose handmaid bore the Word made
flesh:
we thank you that in this sacrament of
our redemption
you visit us with your Holy Spirit
and overshadow us by your power;
strengthen us to walk with Mary the
joyful path of obedience
and so to bring forth the fruits of
holiness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
In our prayers this week, we
pray for:

Those who are ill...
Rob Seabourn and all those infected and
affected by the coronavirus.
Our parishes ...
For the vision that God has given us to be
made a reality in our communities.

When the fullness of time had come, God
sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, in order to redeem those
who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as children. And
because you are children, God has sent
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So you are no
longer a slave but a child, and if a child
then also an heir, through God.

And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the
Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Saviour, for he has looked with favour on
the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from
now on all generations will call me
blessed; for the Mighty One has done
great things for me, and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him from
generation to generation. He has shown
strength with his arm; he has scattered
the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from
their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he
has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty. He has
helped his servant Israel, in remembrance
of his mercy, according to the promise he
made to our ancestors, to Abraham and
to his descendants for ever.’

Teams4U Christmas Shoebox Appeal
2020 If anyone is interested or able to
make up a shoebox for the appeal I have
leaflets. www.teams4you.com
Tina 01989 218295
Audit of Digital Worship Provision –
The digital ministry team is carrying out a
bit of an audit of how we are doing with
our digital offering. We’d be most grateful
if you could spare a few moments to
complete a short survey which you’ll find
signposted from the home page of our
website
or
directly
at
bit.ly/
RossParishesDigital Mark

Picnic Church - Sundays in August,
3:30pm at St. Mary’s Church. Join us for
a short, family service. Bring a picnic
blanket to sit on and a snack for after
the service. Social distancing rules will
be complied with. For more information
contact: Tiffanytiffany@rossparishes.uk, 07881420823
or Rev’d Caroline Pascoe
caroline@rossparishes.uk
Completing the Walford Rock Walk Your last chance this week to help
complete the Walford Rock Walk, by
painting a rock and placing it along the
walk. Help us reach the church door! At
Outdoor Church@Walford on 23 August
we'll use the rocks to help us explore
our next steps...Caroline

