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We offer a warm welcome to
everyone at our services today, in
person and virtually.

The Ross Parishes

26th July 2020
Seventh Sunday after Trinity

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love
This week marks exactly a year since the family
and I moved to Ross-on-Wye. It has certainly
been a busy year full of unexpected events: a
Royal visit in November; becoming Acting Rural
Dean in January; floods in February; the
pandemic from March… and now as official
guidance moves us rather clumsily towards
normal human interaction, I am enjoying my
first proper leave since arriving here. The last 4
months have been particularly challenging – it
hasn’t been business as usual for the church,
and I am indebted to those (and they are many)
who are helping us adapt to our changing
circumstances, including live-streamed Sunday
services; new and creative ways of connecting
with and caring for people; and resources for
growing faith at home. Our three parishes, by
God’s grace and your hard and innovative work,
have weathered the storm, and new leaders
and abilities have been recognised.
As it has been a time of crisis, some of our
planned work has needed to be postponed, and
priorities have needed to reflect areas of
greatest need. I do hope that we’ll all be able to
return to a more stable, more normal, and less
crisis-driven mode of being church before long.

The pandemic has been deeply traumatic and
disorientating for all of us. Everything we
assumed was secure and predictable has been
shaken, and it is impossible to plan more than
a month or two in advance due to
uncertainty. We have lost our everyday
“compass bearings” but our churches have
not. Our true North will always be Jesus
Christ, and a reading of the gospels will
always have the power to ground us in who
we really are in God’s sight, and how we
should live. But in addition to this, earlier in
the year a vision day was convened to
prayerfully discern how we could follow Jesus
Christ “here and now”. What emerged was a
vision of being an inclusive, intergenerational
church inspiring faith, hope and love in our
communities. At recent PCC meetings of all
three parishes in the benefice, this vision
statement was unanimously adopted as our
common vision. To put this differently, all
three PCCs felt that this vision expressed our
calling as individual parishes, but also as a
benefice family. So, in a terribly traumatic and
disorientating time, our parishes believe that
they have heard God’s call, and have come
together under a common compass bearing.
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This spiritual heading, this mission, is clear:
empowered by the Spirit of God we should do
all we can to be inclusive and intergenerational
in our praying, thinking and practices; and
whoever we are and wherever we are, we are
to work with the Spirit to inspire faith, hope
and love in that situation by doing small things
with great love.
You will see changes to our church logo that
reflect the adoption of this vision – and I will
continue discussing these changes and our
strategy for embedding this vision in the way
our parishes operate in our newsletter next
week.
Until then, every blessing in Christ Jesus.
Sean
Rector

Today’s Collect
Generous God,
you give us gifts and make them grow:
though our faith is small as mustard seed,
make it grow to your glory
and the flourishing of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Post Communion Prayer
Lord God, whose Son is the true vine
and the source of life,
ever giving himself
that the world may live:
may we so receive within ourselves
the power of his death and passion
that, in his saving cup,
we may share his glory and be made perfect
in his love;
for he is alive and reigns,
now and for ever.
We pray for those who are ill
Rob Seabourn and all those infected and
affected by the coronavirus

We remember those who have died

Janet Flowers and we pray for her family and
loved ones, and for all those who mourn at
this time.
Today’s readings
First Reading 1 Kings 3.5-12
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon
in a dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask what
I should give you.’ 6 And Solomon said, ‘You
have shown great and steadfast love to your
servant my father David, because he walked
before you in faithfulness, in righteousness,
and in uprightness of heart towards you; and
you have kept for him this great and
steadfast love, and have given him a son to
sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O LORD
my God, you have made your servant king in
place of my father David, although I am only
a little child; I do not know how to go out or
come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst
of the people whom you have chosen, a
great people, so numerous they cannot be
numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant
therefore an understanding mind to govern
your people, able to discern between good
and evil; for who can govern this your great
people?’ 10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon
had asked this. 11 God said to him, ‘Because
you have asked this, and have not asked for
yourself long life or riches, or for the life of
your enemies, but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern what is right, 12 I
now do according to your word. Indeed I
give you a wise and discerning mind; no one
like you has been before you and no one like
you shall arise after you.’
Second Reading Romans 8.26-39
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for
we do not know how to pray as we ought,
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too
deep for words. 27 And God, who searches

the heart, knows what is the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the
saints according to the will of God. 28 We
know that all things work together for good
for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. 29 For those
whom he foreknew he also predestined to
be conformed to the image of his Son, in
order that he might be the firstborn within
a large family. 30 And those whom he
predestined he also called; and those
whom he called he also justified; and those
whom he justified he also glorified. 31
What then are we to say about these
things? If God is for us, who is against us?
32 He who did not withhold his own Son,
but gave him up for all of us, will he not
with him also give us everything else? 33
Who will bring any charge against God’s
elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes,
who was raised, who is at the right hand of
God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35 Who
will separate us from the love of Christ?
Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
36 As it is written, ‘For your sake we are
being killed all day long; we are accounted
as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 37 No, in all
these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. 38 For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, 39
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Gospel Reading Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52
31 Jesus put before the crowd another
parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and
sowed in his field; 32 it is the smallest of all
the seeds, but when it has grown it is the
greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so

that the birds of the air come and make
nests in its branches.’ 33 He told them
another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is
like yeast that a woman took and mixed in
with three measures of flour until all of it
was leavened. 44 The kingdom of heaven is
like treasure hidden in a field, which
someone found and hid; then in his joy he
goes and sells all that he has and buys that
field. 45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is
like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46
on finding one pearl of great value, he went
and sold all that he had and bought it. 47
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net
that was thrown into the sea and caught
fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they
drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good
into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it
will be at the end of the age. The angels will
come out and separate the evil from the
righteous 50 and throw them into the
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth. 51 Have you
understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’
52 And he said to them, ‘Therefore every
scribe who has been trained for the
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a
household who brings out of his treasure
what is new and what is old.’
This week and beyond
Picnic Church - Sundays in August, 3:30pm
at St. Mary’s Church. Join us for a short,
family service. Bring a picnic blanket to sit
on and a snack for after the service. Social
distancing rules will be complied with. For
more information contact: Tiffanytiffany@rossparishes.uk, 07881420823 or
Rev’d Caroline Pascoe
caroline@rossparishes.uk
Sean is now on leave until 8th August.
Please contact Colin 564536 or Freda
562366 during this time.

The 100 Club for July has been drawn and
the
winners
are
as
follows:
1st Prize Rosamund Skelton, 2nd Prize
Melanie Mellor,
3rd Prize David
Ravenscroft
Services in August - we are proposing to
restart the 8am Eucharist on a Sunday
morning. Please contact the office if you
intend to come. Thank you.
The stone Pathway of Hope at Walford
church is now coming towards the church
door. Please add to the painted stones so
that we can reach the door by our service
on 2nd August.
Outdoor Church at St Michaels Walford Sunday 2nd August 11am for 11.15 start.
Relaxed informal church, in the church
garden, for all ages and all stages of faith.
Please bring your own picnic rug or chair
and snack and drink as we celebrate the
Feeding of the 5000 together.

Our Service Today
In accordance with Diocesan Policy and
National Guidelines we expect everyone
attending a service in any of our church
buildings to wear a face mask throughout the
service. There will be hand sanitiser available as
you enter the church, and we ask you to sanitise
your hands before being seated. Please sit
socially distanced.

9.30am Eucharist Celebration Ross
The Rev’d Colin Leggate, Canon Freda Davies
& Mrs Tiffany Jackson
This service will be livestreamed:
https://rossparishes.uk/digital-services/
10.45am Benefice Family Service on Zoom
Please email Chris or Caroline for the link to
join this service (this is for safeguarding
purposes as it's a live online service with
children participating).

Morning Prayer this week
Morning prayer continues by Zoom again
this week, at 9am each weekday. Follow the
link from our benefice website to join in.
You will also find the order of service which
you can use to pray Morning Prayer at
home, or with us via Zoom.
rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

Services Next Week
8am Said Communion (BCP) Service Ross
9.30am Eucharist Celebration Ross
11am Outdoor Family Service Walford
3.30pm Picnic Church Ross

Gospel readings through this week
Mon: Matthew 13.31-35
Tues: Matthew 13.36-43
Weds: Matthew 13.44-46
Thurs: Matthew 13.47-53
Fri: Matthew 13.54-end
Sat: Matthew 14.1-12
Sun: Matthew 14.13-21
https://rossparishes.uk/faith-at-home/

