
When my daughter was 16 we bought her a 
rabbit. We ended up mostly looking after it, 
and by mistake we got an extra long lived one, 
so we were saddled with it long after she left 
home! Every evening I would play out the ritual 
to get it (its name was Dumpling) from its run. 
Every evening was the same. The rabbit 
cowered in the corner just out of reach. I really 
had the rabbit’s best interest at heart. There 
were foxes around. But for years he always 
treated my best efforts as cruelty. I sometimes 
wondered how I could help Dumpling to 
understand I cared about him. The answer, I 
concluded, would have been to become a 
rabbit. Dumpling could no more understand 
what I was doing than I can understand 
quantum physics. 
 
That is a slightly frivolous start to a bigger 
question many people are asking. What is God 
doing in the midst of COVID-19? How could a 
loving God allow these things to happen? 
Christians have grappled with that question for 
centuries, every disaster bringing it back into 
focus. The cop out response is the Dumpling 
story. We really have no idea. The workings of 
the God of the universe are above our pay 
grade. Indeed, trying to explain why something 
has happened to those who’ve lost a loved one 
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or a job, or suffering at home from domestic 
violence is rarely helpful. People sometimes 
say they wish the world was fair, not realising 
that if it was, every bad thing that happened 
to us would have to be our fault. 
 
For Christians the resolution of the question is 
the simple phrase Good Friday. We may not 
be able to understand what is going on. But 
we hold on to the fact that Jesus becoming a 
human being and dying for us shows that God 
is intimately involved with us in it. The apostle 
John reflecting on Jesus said, “God so loved 
the world that he gave his only Son”. He 
doesn’t stand aloof from human suffering but 
somehow works in it to bring good out of it. 
 
Meanwhile, the Psalms give us ample 
language to rage at the apparent injustice and 
the pain of it all. Jesus used the words 
himself. And perhaps in that raw honesty we 
can be inspired to walk with those who suffer. 
Our silent presence often means much more 
that our explanations. 
 
Blessings 
 
+Richard  
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Today’s Collect 

Holy God, 
faithful and unchanging: 
enlarge our minds with the knowledge of 
your truth, 
and draw us more deeply into the mystery 
of your love, 
that we may truly worship you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Pastoral Care and Funerals 

At this time our Rector, Sean, will be the 
only priest in Ross, Walford and Brampton 
Abbotts who will be able to minister to the 
dying and conduct funerals. If there are any 
pastoral emergencies please contact Sean.  

We pray for those who are ill 

Mary Hope and all those infected and 
affected by the coronavirus 

We remember those who have 

died 

Hilda Goodwin and we pray for her family 
and loved ones, and for all those who 
mourn at this time. 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Isaiah 40.12-17, 27-31 

12 Who has measured the waters in the 
hollow of his hand and marked off the 
heavens with a span, enclosed the dust of 
the earth in a measure, and weighed the 
mountains in scales and the hills in a 
balance? 13 Who has directed the spirit of 
the LORD, or as his counsellor has 
instructed him? 14 Whom did he consult 
for his enlightenment, and who taught 
him the path of justice? Who taught him 

knowledge, and showed him the way of 
understanding? 15 Even the nations are 
like a drop from a bucket, and are 
accounted as dust on the scales; see, he 
takes up the isles like fine dust. 16 
Lebanon would not provide fuel enough, 
nor are its animals enough for a burnt-
offering. 17 All the nations are as nothing 
before him; they are accounted by him as 
less than nothing and emptiness.  

27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O 
Israel, ‘My way is hidden from the LORD, 
and my right is disregarded by my God’? 28 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth. He does 
not faint or grow weary; his understanding 
is unsearchable. 29 He gives power to the 
faint, and strengthens the powerless. 30 
Even youths will faint and be weary, and 
the young will fall exhausted; 31 but those 
who wait for the LORD shall renew their 
strength, they shall mount up with wings 
like eagles, they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and not faint. 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 13.11-13 

11 Brothers and sisters, put things in order, 
listen to my appeal, agree with one 
another, live in peace; and the God of love 
and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one 
another with a holy kiss. All the saints 
greet you. 13 The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of 
you.  

 

 

 

 



Ross Community Larder - A short update 
on the Larder, we are continuing to 
operate each Tuesday morning as usual. 
We now open 9-12 to allow people more 
time to access food and avoid queues. We 
set up the tables outside (fortunately we 
have been blessed with good weather!)  
All bags are pre-packed to speed up the 
service. We have experienced an 
approximate 20% increase in demand 
since the Covid 19 pandemic, and we are 
preparing for a further increase once 
furlough ends and the likelihood of job 
losses set in. We are currently very well 
stocked and are so grateful to everyone at 
St Mary's for their continued support.  We 
currently stick to a small team of just four 
volunteers to avoid too much mixing of 
households.  We are very grateful for the 
regular contribution of home baked cakes 
and biscuits from a member of the St 
Mary's community, if anyone else would 
be interested in occasionally baking for us 
please get in touch with me (via the 
Church office). Lindsay 
 
Pam Altree would like to thank everyone 
for their prayers and kind messages for the 
last few months. She is feeling a lot better 
now and making slow progress. Thanks. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 28.16-20 

16 The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to 
the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 1 7When they saw him, they 
worshipped him; but some doubted. 18 
And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All 
authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19 Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything that I 
have commanded you. And remember, I 
am with you always, to the end of the 
age.’  

This Week and Beyond 

 
Get Creative! This is an initiative of St 
Mary’s to encourage anyone in Ross to 
show us what they have been creating 
during lockdown. If you have written 
stories or poetry, made pictures, 
garments or furniture or created any item 
during lockdown, we would love to see it. 
Full details on the website, but if you 
have no access this, please contact Lou in 
the office and give her your phone 
number and we will get back to you. We 
have created a virtual gallery which we 
hope to bring to life once the church fully 
reopens. Rachel 

Sean is on leave from Monday 8th June, 
back on Monday 15th. Please contact the 
team or Lou in the office.  
 
Christine is also off for the next 2 weeks.  
 

 
 

 



Our Service Today 
All Church of England churches have been 
closed during the Coronavirus pandemic until 
further notice. We have an online service 
today at 9.30am which can be found at:  
rawchurch.org.uk/digital-services  
 

Daily Hope – a free phoneline of hymns, 
reflection and prayers. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, has launched a free national 
phone line as a simple new way to bring 
worship and prayer into people’s homes 
while church buildings are closed because 
of the coronavirus pandemic. Daily Hope, 
offers music, prayers and reflections as 
well as full worship services from the 
Church of England, available 24 hours a 
day on 0800 804 8044. 
 
 
 

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom again 
this week, at 9am each weekday. Follow 
the link from our benefice website to join 
in. You will also find the order of service 
which you can use to pray Morning Prayer 
at home, or with us via Zoom.  

Growing Faith at Home 

Gospel readings through this week  
Download an info sheet on reading,  
reflecting and praying with the gospel  
reading set for each day  from our website. 
(See link below) 
Mon: Matthew 5.1-12 
Tues: Matthew 5.13-16 
Weds: Matthew 5.17-19 
Thurs: John 6.51-58 
Fri: John 15.12-17 
Sat: Matthew 5.33-37 
Sun:  Matthew 9.35-10.8(9-23) 
https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/  

 The charming graphic below, and the caption 
that goes with, it has been created by the 
Anglican Communion to encourage us as 
Anglicans across the world at this time of 
lockdown.  
It’s also a reminder of our special Anglican 
calling to pray for and care about all the  
people of the parishes entrusted to our care.  

Our website contains some very useful   
resources to help us all grow in faith at 
home during this time of lockdown. Visit:   

https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/  

On this page you will find some specially 
written resource sheets with ideas about 
daily prayer and bible reading at home,  

so that we can all go on living and growing as 
Christians through this time.  

 

One of the suggestions is reading the gospel 
reading that is set for each day. You will find 
the references for the daily readings above, 
and reading ideas on the webpage.  
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