
Under normal conditions, as the schools 
approached the end of term, there would be 
a frantic push to have all ready for Speech 
Day or some similar reflection on the 
progress of school and individuals during the 
past year. Having looked at the variety of 
ways in which schools have used online 
approaches to learning I was taken with the 
rash of competitions, whereby exercise-
based serious learning is disguised in 
activities such as translating a message in 
moji symbols into a message from Spain. The 
inducement is to complete the work for 
‘rewards’ – house points, achievement 
certificates or even personal points to be 
redeemed against the cost of activities. 

In the gospel from St. Matthew for to-day  
Jesus says that when He is welcomed, 
implicitly now as then, when prophecy is 
received and acted on, and when simple 
charity, is shown then ‘none of these will 
lose their rewards’. 

 

 

 

 

The Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rawchurch.org.uk (not Fri) 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | frchris2@icloud.com  (Sun - Wed) 
Intergenerational Missioner: Christine Cattanach| christine.cattanach@hereford.anglican.org 
Team Administrator: Louise Jarvis |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rawchurch.org.uk  

June 29th. is the day when we remember St 
Peter and St Paul, although an alternative 
listing marks the day for Peter alone. It is 
significant that the two who did most to 
establish the young church, although in 
vastly different ways, should be recalled 
together. Peter had been with Jesus 
through the mission years with all the ups 
and downs of a troubled relationship 
caused by his own inadequacies but 
unbridled love for Jesus. Paul had not 
known Jesus, had done his best to thwart 
Christian growth but then realised his need 
to change and show love for someone he 
had not known. Successively they fostered 
the world-wide spread of the gospel of 
love. 

Their house points may be measured in 
Christian growth, their achievement 
certificate in the Book of Acts, and their 
personal points redeemed in being ever 
with God. What rewards should we seek in 
this changing world? 
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Today’s Collect 

God our saviour, 
look on this wounded world 
in pity and in power; 
hold us fast to your promises of peace 
won for us by your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Pastoral Care and Funerals 

At this time our Rector, Sean, will be the only 
priest in Ross, Walford and Brampton 
Abbotts who will be able to minister to the 
dying and conduct funerals. If there are any 
pastoral emergencies please contact Sean.  

We pray for those who are ill 

And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus 

We remember those who have died 

Gerald Williams and we pray for his family 
and loved ones, and for all those who 
mourn at this time. 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Genesis 22.1-14 

God tested Abraham. He said to him, 
‘Abraham!’ And Abraham said, ‘Here I am.’ 
2 God said, ‘Take your son, your only son 
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-
offering on one of the mountains that I shall 
show you.’ 3 So Abraham rose early in the 
morning, saddled his donkey, and took two 
of his young men with him, and his son 
Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-
offering, and set out and went to the place 
in the distance that God had shown him. 4 
On the third day Abraham looked up and 
saw the place far away. 5 Then Abraham 
said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the 
donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we 

will worship, and then we will come back to 
you.’ 6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt-
offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he 
himself carried the fire and the knife. So the 
two of them walked on together. 7 Isaac said 
to his father Abraham, ‘Father!’ And Abraham 
said, ‘Here I am, my son.’ Isaac said, ‘The fire 
and the wood are here, but where is the lamb 
for a burnt-offering?’ 8 Abraham said, ‘God 
himself will provide the lamb for a burnt-
offering, my son.’ So the two of them walked 
on together.9 When they came to the place 
that God had shown him, Abraham built an 
altar there and laid the wood in order. He 
bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, 
on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached 
out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. 
11 But the angel of the LORD called to him 
from heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’ 
And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 12 The angel said, ‘Do 
not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to 
him; for now I know that you fear God, since 
you have not withheld your son, your only son, 
from me.’ 13 And Abraham looked up and saw 
a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. 
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it 
up as a burnt-offering instead of his son. 14 So 
Abraham called that place ‘The LORD will 
provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On the 
mount of the LORD it shall be provided.’ 

Second Reading Romans 6.12-23 

12 Do not let sin exercise dominion in your 
mortal bodies, to make you obey their 
passions. 13 No longer present your members 
to sin as instruments of wickedness, but 
present yourselves to God as those who have 
been brought from death to life, and present 
your members to God as instruments of 
righteousness. 14 For sin will have no 
dominion over you, since you are not under 
law but under grace. 15 What then? Should 
we sin because we are not under law but 
under grace? By no means! 16 Do you not 
know that if you present yourselves to anyone 
as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one 



Organ Recital by Laurence John - The Friends 
of St Mary’s is organising another recital by 
Laurence. This will be virtual, streamed on the 
internet with helpful camera work. Saturday 
25th July at 7.30. You can book your virtual 
seat and make programme requests at 
https://fosmross.org.uk/laurence. There is no 
charge for this event but we will be invite 
donations on the night. 

St Mary’s Cleaning - The immediate problem 

of cleaning the church now that it is open for 

private prayer has been solved, but we need 

to look ahead to the time when we can return 

to something like a normal pattern of services 

and other events. We shall need to revert to 

regular cleaning for which we shall have to 

reconstitute a cleaning team.  Otherwise we 

shall have to raise extra money to pay for 

professional cleaning - there is not enough 

money in the current (deficit) budget for it. It 

takes a group of 4 – 5 people 1 to 1 ½ hours 

to clean the church, including the kitchen 

area and the toilets. That is quite a 

commitment every week, but if, for instance, 

we could get a team of 20, each person would 

need to clean only about once every four 

weeks. It’s not all unremitting slog – there’s 

time to chat both with other cleaners and 

with visitors! If we decide to go for 

professional cleaning, we would have to pay 

for 5 hours a week at at least £10 an hour. 

(We have an estimate from a local firm for 

just over £80 a week including equipment, 

cleaning materials and VAT.) Please get in 

touch with me if you feel you can help, or 

have any other ideas for solving the problem. 

Tel. 769266.janetcooper272@btinternet.com; 

Janet  

Benefice Office - the office is open but if 
visiting please follow socially distancing 
guidelines, in particular that only one visitor 
at a time can be accommodated in the office.  
Lou is in the office weekdays from 9am-2pm. 

whom you obey, either of sin, which leads 
to death, or of obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that 
you, having once been slaves of sin, have 
become obedient from the heart to the 
form of teaching to which you were 
entrusted, 18 and that you, having been set 
free from sin, have become slaves of 
righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human 
terms because of your natural limitations. 
For just as you once presented your 
members as slaves to impurity and to 
greater and greater iniquity, so now present 
your members as slaves to righteousness for 
sanctification. 20 When you were slaves of 
sin, you were free in regard to 
righteousness. 21 So what advantage did 
you then get from the things of which you 
now are ashamed? The end of those things 
is death. 22 But now that you have been 
freed from sin and enslaved to God, the 
advantage you get is sanctification. The end 
is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 10.40-42 

40 ‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, 
and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 
one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a 
prophet in the name of a prophet will 
receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever 
welcomes a righteous person in the name of 
a righteous person will receive the reward 
of the righteous; 42 and whoever gives even 
a cup of cold water to one of these little 
ones in the name of a disciple - truly I tell 
you, none of these will lose their reward.’  

This Week and Beyond 

The June 100 Club Draw has taken place 
and the winners are:  1st Prize Margaret 
Willis , 2nd Prize Jan Mander, 3rd 
Prize  Pauline Waters. 

https://fosmross.org.uk/laurence
mailto:janetcooper272@btinternet.com


Our Service Today 
We have an online service today at 9.30am 
which can be found at:  
rawchurch.org.uk/digital-services  
 

 

Daily Hope – a free phoneline of hymns, 
reflection and prayers. Daily Hope, offers 
music, prayers and reflections as well as 
full worship services from the Church of 
England, available 24 hours a day on 0800 
804 8044. 

 

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom again 
this week, at 9am each weekday. Follow 
the link from our benefice website to join 
in. You will also find the order of service 
which you can use to pray Morning Prayer 
at home, or with us via Zoom.  
https://rawchurch.org.uk/morning-
prayer/ 

 

 

Growing Faith at Home 

Gospel readings through this week  
Download an info sheet on reading,  
reflecting and praying with the gospel  
reading set for each day  from our website. 
(See link below) 
Mon: Matthew 16.13-19 
Tues: Matthew 8.23-27 
Weds: Matthew 8.28-end 
Thurs: Matthew 9.1-8 
Fri: John 20.24-29 
Sat: Matthew 9.14-17 
Sun: Matthew 11.16-19, 25-end 
https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/  

 The charming graphic below, and the caption 
that goes with, it has been created by the 
Anglican Communion to encourage us as 
Anglicans across the world at this time of 
lockdown.  
It’s also a reminder of our special Anglican 
calling to pray for and care about all the  
people of the parishes entrusted to our care.  

Our website contains some very useful   
resources to help us all grow in faith at 
home during this time of lockdown. Visit:   

https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/  

On this page you will find some specially 
written resource sheets with ideas about 
daily prayer and bible reading at home,  

so that we can all go on living and growing as 
Christians through this time.  

One of the suggestions is reading the gospel 
reading that is set for each day. You will find 
the references for the daily readings above, 
and reading ideas on the webpage.  

 

https://rawchurch.org.uk/digital-services
https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/
https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/

