
An open door is a powerful symbol. It brings to 
mind thoughts of welcome, of invitation, of open
-mindedness. It has been a relief and a joy to 
open the doors of St Mary’s, Ross, and St 
Michael and All Angels, Walford to the public 
this week after 13 weeks of them being locked. It 
has meant a lot for bereaved families to know 
that they can once again have funeral services 
for their loved one in our churches. But… 

At first - and potentially for a long time - how we 
gather in our church buildings will be awkward 
and different. No organists, choirs or vergers, 
and socially distant seating at funerals. No 
Sunday services at present, but when they are 
allowed, there will be no singing, we will have to 
be socially distanced, and it will be intriguing to 
see what guidelines we will need to follow 
concerning the administration of the 
sacraments. We will not see regular and beloved 
faces because church services will represent too 
high a risk for their health.  

We have been in social and spiritual exile for 
three months and there is an impatience to 
return to “normal”. But what we return to, will 
be different – a new normal – and we have to be 
understanding and patient and open-minded 
about this. In Scripture we find a powerfully 
analogous story – the return of the Jewish 
people from exile in Babylon to Jerusalem in 
around 538 BC, and the rebuilding of the 

The Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rawchurch.org.uk (not Fri) 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | frchris2@icloud.com  (Sun - Wed) 
Intergenerational Missioner: Christine Cattanach| christine.cattanach@hereford.anglican.org 
Team Administrator: Louise Jarvis |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rawchurch.org.uk  

Temple. (You can read about this in the Old 
Testament books of Ezra and Haggai.) In Ezra 
Chapter 3 we read 

…And all the people gave a great shout of praise 
to the Lord, because the foundation of the house 
of the Lord was laid. But many of the older priests 
and Levites and family heads, who had seen the 
former temple, wept aloud when they saw the 
foundation of this temple being laid, while many 
others shouted for joy. No one could distinguish 
the sound of the shouts of joy from the sound of 
weeping, because the people made so much 
noise… 

We are the generation of Christians who have 
been given the unexpected responsibility to lay 
new foundations for our churches. Not physical 
foundations but functional foundations – how the 
church will function post-COVID19. Some will 
rejoice at the opportunity to do things differently, 
to create proverbial new wineskins for new wine. 
Some will lament what has been lost, possibly for 
ever.  There will be shouts of joy and the sound of 
weeping in our own Benefice. But… 

God is real, and has a plan to make his love and 
goodness known to each community in each 
generation. We must continue to pray that we 
understand what that plan is – what he is calling 
the parishes of Ross, Walford and Brampton 
Abbotts to be and to do now.   
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At a Vision Day in January 2020 St Mary’s 
parishioners discerned that God was calling us 
to be an inclusive, intergenerational church 
bringing faith, hope and love to our 
community. Could that be the vision and 
purpose of all three churches of our Benefice?  

In line with our newly reopened doors, let us 
as the flesh and blood church open the doors 
of our minds, hearts and spirits to the Spirit of 
Christ: "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. 
If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, 
I will come in to him and eat with him, and he 
with me."  Revelation 3:20.  

The Rev’d Sean Semple, Rector. 

Today’s Collect 

Faithful Creator, 
whose mercy never fails: 
deepen our faithfulness to you 
and to your living Word, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Pastoral Care and Funerals 

At this time our Rector, Sean, will be the only 
priest in Ross, Walford and Brampton 
Abbotts who will be able to minister to the 
dying and conduct funerals. If there are any 
pastoral emergencies please contact Sean.  

We pray for those who are ill 

And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus 

We remember those who have died 

Gerald Williams and we pray for his family 
and loved ones, and for all those who 
mourn at this time. 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Genesis 21.8-21 

8 Isaac grew, and was weaned; and 
Abraham made a great feast on the day 

that Isaac was weaned. 9 But Sarah saw the 
son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had 
borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. 
10 So she said to Abraham, ‘Cast out this slave 
woman with her son; for the son of this slave 
woman shall not inherit along with my son 
Isaac.’ 11 The matter was very distressing to 
Abraham on account of his son. 12 But God 
said to Abraham, ‘Do not be distressed 
because of the boy and because of your slave 
woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she 
tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring 
shall be named after you. 13 As for the son of 
the slave woman, I will make a nation of him 
also, because he is your offspring.’ 14 So 
Abraham rose early in the morning, and took 
bread and a skin of water, and gave it to 
Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with 
the child, and sent her away. And she 
departed, and wandered about in the 
wilderness of Beer-sheba. 15 When the water 
in the skin was gone, she cast the child under 
one of the bushes. 16 Then she went and sat 
down opposite him a good way off, about the 
distance of a bowshot; for she said, ‘Do not let 
me look on the death of the child.’ And as she 
sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and 
wept. 17 And God heard the voice of the boy; 
and the angel of God called to Hagar from 
heaven, and said to her, ‘What troubles you, 
Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the 
voice of the boy where he is. 18 Come, lift up 
the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I 
will make a great nation of him.’ 19 Then God 
opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. 
She went, and filled the skin with water, and 
gave the boy a drink. 20 God was with the boy, 
and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, 
and became an expert with the bow. 21 He 
lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his 
mother got a wife for him from the land of 
Egypt.  

Second Reading Romans 6.1b-11 

Should we continue in sin in order that grace 
may abound? 2 By no means! How can we 



do not be afraid; you are of more value than 
many sparrows. 32 Everyone therefore who 
acknowledges me before others, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 
33but whoever denies me before others, I 
also will deny before my Father in heaven. 
34 Do not think that I have come to bring 
peace to the earth; I have not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to 
set a man against his father, and a daughter 
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law; 36 and one’s foes 
will be members of one’s own household. 37 
Whoever loves father or mother more than 
me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves 
son or daughter more than me is not worthy 
of me; 38 and whoever does not take up the 
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 
Those who find their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake will find 
it.’  

This Week and Beyond 

Access to St Mary's and Phase 3 building 
work - We are delighted that work has 
started now on phase 3 of our ongoing 
remodelling of St Mary’s. This will bring 
major improvements to the accessibility and 
welcome of the main entrance. In brief, all 
wooden doors are being replaced with glass 
and all ramps removed, we are also 
improving access to the chancel. For more 
information on exactly how that is being 
achieved (and what has been done so far) 
please visit https://reordering.org 

Organ Recital by Laurence John - The 
Friends of St Mary’s is organising another 
recital by Laurence. This will be virtual, 
streamed on the internet with helpful 
camera work. Saturday 25th July at 7.30. You 
can book your virtual seat and make 
programme requests at https://
fosmross.org.uk/laurence. There is no charge 
for this event but we will be invite donations 
on the night. 

who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you 
not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? 4 Therefore we have been buried 
with him by baptism into death, so that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life. 5 For if we have been united 
with him in a death like his, we will certainly 
be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
6 We know that our old self was crucified 
with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is 
freed from sin. 8 But if we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised 
from the dead, will never die again; death 
no longer has dominion over him. 10 The 
death he died, he died to sin, once for all; 
but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So 
you also must consider yourselves dead to 
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

Gospel Reading Matthew 10.24-39 

Jesus summoned the twelve and sent them 
out with the following instruction: 24 ‘A 
disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave 
above the master; 25 it is enough for the 
disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave 
like the master. If they have called the 
master of the house Beelzebul, how much 
more will they malign those of his 
household! 26 So have no fear of them; for 
nothing is covered up that will not be 
uncovered, and nothing secret that will not 
become known. 27 What I say to you in the 
dark, tell in the light; and what you hear 
whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28 
Do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are 
not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not 
one of them will fall to the ground 
unperceived by your Father. 30 And even 
the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So 
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Our Service Today 
All Church of England churches have been 
closed during the Coronavirus pandemic until 
further notice. We have an online service 
today at 9.30am which as been produced by 
the Ross & Archenfield Deanery, which can 
be found at:  
rawchurch.org.uk/digital-services  

Happy Fathers Day and thank you to all 
fathers, step fathers, grandfathers,  
fathers in law and all father figures. 
 
Daily Hope – a free phoneline of hymns, 
reflection and prayers. Daily Hope, offers 
music, prayers and reflections as well as 
full worship services from the Church of 
England, available 24 hours a day on 0800 
804 8044. 

 

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom again 
this week, at 9am each weekday. Follow 
the link from our benefice website to join 
in. You will also find the order of service 
which you can use to pray Morning Prayer 
at home, or with us via Zoom.  
https://rawchurch.org.uk/morning-
prayer/ 

 

Growing Faith at Home 

Gospel readings through this week  
Download an info sheet on reading,  
reflecting and praying with the gospel  
reading set for each day  from our website. 
(See link below) 
Mon: John 12.24-26 
Tues: Matthew 7.6,12-14 
Weds: Luke 1.57-66, 80 
Thurs: Matthew 7.21-end 
Fri: Matthew 8.1-4 
Sat: Matthew 8.5-17 
Sun: Matthew 10.40-end  
https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/  

 The charming graphic below, and the caption 
that goes with, it has been created by the 
Anglican Communion to encourage us as 
Anglicans across the world at this time of 
lockdown.  
It’s also a reminder of our special Anglican 
calling to pray for and care about all the  
people of the parishes entrusted to our care.  

Our website contains some very useful   
resources to help us all grow in faith at 
home during this time of lockdown. Visit:   

https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/  

On this page you will find some specially 
written resource sheets with ideas about 
daily prayer and bible reading at home,  

so that we can all go on living and growing as 
Christians through this time.  

One of the suggestions is reading the gospel 
reading that is set for each day. You will find 
the references for the daily readings above, 
and reading ideas on the webpage.  
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