
Today we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost. 
Sadly, we cannot be together this year 
because of the pandemic that has changed all 
our lives. But as we try to cope with the 
uncertainties that face us, perhaps we can 
better empathise with those followers of Jesus 
who were frightened, anxiously waiting for the 
help that Jesus had promised to send them. 

That promise was fulfilled when the Holy Spirit 
came into their lives and everything changed. 
Those apostles were enabled fearlessly to go 
out and share the good news of God’s love for 
all, thereby continuing the ministry begun by 
Jesus. From that moment on, the Christian 
faith spread around the known world, and in 
each generation since, people have been 
empowered by God to reach out and help 
others to grow in faith. 

We too have the same great commission to go 
into the world and share the same good news. 
But our lives have changed dramatically in 
recent months: many of us are confined to our 
homes and those of us who must or can go out 
are anxious in case we succumb to the virus. 
Yet there are so many examples of God at 
work in our communities. Think of all those 
amazing people in the health and care sectors, 
those in essential occupations and those 
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volunteers who do what they can to help 
others in need. We can see the spirit of 
God empowering people in many 
different ways. 

On that first Day of Pentecost, the 
apostles were able to communicate with 
strangers in languages they understood - 
how wonderful was that!  I suppose each 
generation since has found new ways to 
tell the story: the spoken word was soon 
enhanced by the skill of artists, depictions 
of the Gospel stories in stained glass 
windows and of course through the 
written word. In recent months, because 
of Covid 19, our generation has had to 
embrace new skills – how lucky we are to 
have people who can show us how we 
can use modern technology, so that 
despite being in lockdown we can 
continue to share the good news of God’s 
love in new ways. Both in our Benefice 
and in the wider world, there is evidence 
that many more people are sharing in 
online worship than we would normally 
see in churches on a Sunday morning. 
God does indeed work in mysterious 
ways.  
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Today’s Collect 

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 
ignite in us your holy fire; 
strengthen your children with the gift of 
faith, 
revive your Church with the breath of love, 
and renew the face of the earth, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Pastoral Care and Funerals 

At this time our Rector, Sean, will be the only 
priest in Ross, Walford and Brampton 
Abbotts who will be able to minister to the 
dying and conduct funerals. If there are any 
pastoral emergencies please contact Sean.  

We pray for those who are ill 

Pam Altree and Mary Hope and all those  
infected and affected by the coronavirus 

We remember those who have died 

Hilda Goodwin and we pray for her family 
and loved ones, and for all those who 
mourn at this time. 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Acts 2.1-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they 
were all together in one place. 2 And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound 
like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. 3 
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 
among them, and a tongue rested on each 
of them. 4 All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 5 
Now there were devout Jews from every 
nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 
And at this sound the crowd gathered and 
was bewildered, because each one heard 

them speaking in the native language of each. 
7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not 
all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And 
how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 
and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and 
Arabs – in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ 12 All 
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, ‘What does this mean?’ 13 But others 
sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new 
wine.’14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, 
raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be 
known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, 
for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, 
this is what was spoken through the prophet 
Joel: 17 “In the last days it will be, God 
declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and 
women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show 
portents in the heaven above and signs on the 
earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the 
moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s 
great and glorious day. 21 Then everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12.3b-13 

3 No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the 
Holy Spirit. 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of 
services, but the same Lord; 6 and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God 
who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To 



This Week and Beyond 

 
Come Dine with me was a great success, 
raising £600 for St Mary’s. Thank you for all 
the donations and special thanks to Julian, 
Andrew and Lindy our chefs who taught us 
new recipes and to those brave cooks who 
tried to emulate them!  A great evening of 
delicious food and good company was had 
by all.  Rachel 

Get Creative! This is an initiative of St 
Mary’s to encourage anyone in Ross to 
show us what they have been creating 
during lockdown. If you have written stories 
or poetry, made pictures, garments or 
furniture or created any item during 
lockdown, we would love to see it. Full 
details on the website, but if you have no 
access this, please contact Lou in the office 
and give her your phone number and we 
will get back to you. We have created a 
virtual gallery which we hope to bring to life 
once the church fully reopens. Rachel 

The 100 Club monthly draw for Sunday 
24th May 2020 has taken place and the 
winners are: 1st Prize Rosamund 
Skelton  2nd Prize Clare Thomas  3rd Prize 
Richard Mayo 
Pauline Waters 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for 
the common good. 8 To one is given through 
the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 
another the utterance of knowledge according 
to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the 
one Spirit, 10 to another the working of 
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the 
discernment of spirits, to another various 
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation 
of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one 
and the same Spirit, who allots to each one 
individually just as the Spirit chooses. 12 For 
just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. 1 3For in the one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body Jews or Greeks, slaves 
or free and we were all made to drink of one 
Spirit.  

Gospel Reading John 20.19-23 

19 It was evening on the first day of the week, 
and the doors of the house where the disciples 
had met were locked for fear of the Jews. 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 
Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22 
When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.’  

 

 

 

 



Our Service Today 
All Church of England churches have been 
closed during the Coronavirus pandemic until 
further notice. The service today has been 
produced by the Deanery of Ross and  
Archenfield and is led by Rev’d Ben Bentham. 
The online service at 9.30 can be found at: 
rawchurch.org.uk/digital-services  

Daily Hope – a free phoneline of hymns, 
reflection and prayers. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, has launched a free national 
phone line as a simple new way to bring 
worship and prayer into people’s homes 
while church buildings are closed because 
of the coronavirus pandemic. Daily Hope, 
offers music, prayers and reflections as 
well as full worship services from the 
Church of England, available 24 hours a 
day on 0800 804 8044. 
 
 
 

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom again 
this week, at 9am each weekday. Follow 
the link from our benefice website to join 
in. You will also find the order of service 
which you can use to pray Morning Prayer 
at home, or with us via Zoom.  

Growing Faith at Home 

Gospel readings through this week  
Download an info sheet on reading,  
reflecting and praying with the gospel  
reading set for each day  from our website. 
(See link below) 
Mon: Luke 1.39-49 
Tues: Mark 12.13-17 
Weds: Mark 12.18-27 
Thurs: Mark 12.28-34 
Fri: Mark 12.35-37 
Sat: Mark 12.38-end 
Sun:  Matthew 28.16-20 
https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/  

 The charming graphic below, and the caption 
that goes with, it has been created by the 
Anglican Communion to encourage us as 
Anglicans across the world at this time of 
lockdown.  
It’s also a reminder of our special Anglican 
calling to pray for and care about all the  
people of the parishes entrusted to our care.  

Our website contains some very useful   
resources to help us all grow in faith at 
home during this time of lockdown. Visit:   

https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/  

On this page you will find some specially 
written resource sheets with ideas about 
daily prayer and bible reading at home,  

so that we can all go on living and growing as 
Christians through this time.  

 

One of the suggestions is reading the gospel 
reading that is set for each day. You will find 
the references for the daily readings above, 
and reading ideas on the webpage.  
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