
A few years ago a major credit card coined the 
slogan, “Taking the waiting out of wanting.” 
Since then the ready availability of credit has 
fostered a society that is more and more 
impatient. We are all very busy (or certainly 
were before Coronavirus struck) and the lure 
of shortcuts in every area of life is very strong. 
 
But Christian discipleship is not like that. Jesus 
told the disciples that after his ascension they 
should wait until the Holy Spirit came. Wait; 
do nothing; simply be; hardly ideas that have 
a contemporary resonance. Although, again, 
Coronavirus might have given us some more 
experience of this. Similarly, St. Paul, when he 
was looking for metaphors for Christian 
growth used agricultural ones: fruit slowly 
maturing, something that comes in its time 
after a long gestation. 
 
If we are to grow as Christians there is no 
substitute for the well-travelled paths of 
prayer, study, worship, silence and self-
discipline. The gift of the Holy Spirit, whose 
coming we celebrate at the end of this month, 
sometimes brings with him wonderful, vivid 
spiritual experiences. However, they are only 
meant to be signposts to deeper engagement. 
The gentle rhythm of weekly worship is not 
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something God asks us to do because he has 
self-esteem issues and needs us to say nice 
things about him.  It is for our benefit.  In a 
world that screams at us from Monday – 
Saturday, “the world revolves around you”, 
worship is a necessary re-calibration.  As we 
meet the Lord in word, sacrament and 
community our minds are refocussed.  Our 
virtual meetings have their strengths, but I 
am certainly pining for face to face contact, 
particularly meeting around the Lord’s table. 
 
Just as most of our meals are unremarkable, 
so these simple acts of worship may not be 
memorable of themselves. However, you will 
soon notice if you stop eating!  I hope that 
our temporary fasting from worship will have 
created a hunger in us to value it more 
deeply when we are able to meet again. 
Christian maturity grows slowly with these 
disciplines instituted by God in his goodness. 
It is by being nourished by these things that 
we show the fruits of the Spirit. 
 
+Richard 
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Today’s Collect 

Risen Christ, 
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 
teach us to hear your voice 
and to follow your command, 
that all your people may be gathered into 
one flock, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

Pastoral Care and Funerals 

At this time our Rector, Sean, will be the 
only priest in Ross, Walford and Brampton 
Abbotts who will be able to minister to the 
dying and conduct funerals. If there are any 
pastoral emergencies please contact Sean.  

We pray for those who are ill 

Pam Altree and Mary Hope and all those  
infected and affected by the coronavirus 

We remember those who have 

died 

Elizabeth Evans, Charles Frances and 
Jennifer Oates  and we pray for their 
families and loved ones, and for all those 
who mourn at this time. 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Acts 2.42-47 

Many were baptized and were added to 
the community. 42 They devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers.43 Awe came upon everyone, 
because many wonders and signs were 
being done by the apostles. 44 All who 
believed were together and had all things 
in common; 45 they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by 

day, as they spent much time together in 
the temple, they broke bread at home and 
ate their food with glad and generous 
hearts, 47 praising God and having the 
goodwill of all the people. And day by day 
the Lord added to their number those who 
were being saved. 

Second Reading 1 Peter 2.19-25 

Brothers and sisters: 19 It is a credit to you 
if, being aware of God, you endure pain 
while suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure 
when you are beaten for doing wrong, 
where is the credit in that? But if you endure 
when you do right and suffer for it, you have 
God’s approval. 21 For to this you have been 
called, because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, so that you should 
follow in his steps. 22 ‘He committed no sin, 
and no deceit was found in his mouth.’23 
When he was abused, he did not return 
abuse; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten; but he entrusted himself to the 
one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the cross, so that, 
free from sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been 
healed. 25 For you were going astray like 
sheep, but now you have returned to the 
shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

Gospel Reading John 10.1-10 

Jesus said to the Pharisees: 1 ‘Very truly, I 
tell you, anyone who does not enter the 
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 
another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The 
one who enters by the gate is the shepherd 
of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the 
gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. 
He calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. 4 When he has brought out all his 
own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep 
follow him because they know his voice. 5 
They will not follow a stranger, but they will 



Herefordshire Safe Haven - the Safe Haven 
Team will provide empathy, support and 
safety to anyone experiencing high 
emotional distress and/or suicidal thoughts. 
They will offer a respectful listening ear and 
an exploration of coping strategies. As well 
as offering support, they will be able to 
refer and direct you to further services if 
you need them. We can help: - Improve 
your well-being - Support in a crisis - 
Support your recovery - Signposting to long-
term support.. Due to Covid 19 we are not 
currently offering a 1 to 1 Service at 
Herefordshire mind, Heffernen House but 
we are offering a telephone and e mail 
service. Tel no: 07776706843. E mail: 
safehaven@herefordshire-mind.org.uk  
We are open Sunday, Monday and Tuesday 
evenings 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. It is a crisis 
service rather than long term support but 
we can however refer to other services for 
long term support or when the crisis has 
passed.  

Rector climbs mountain in cassock!  
St Mary’s fundraising committee has 
challenged Sean to virtually climb Table 
Mountain in his cassock to raise funds for  
St Mary’s.  The height of the mountain is 
1085m above sea level but as Ross Rectory 
is already 60m above sea level he only has 
to climb 1025m! He will be beginning his 
climb (using the rectory stairs) at 7.30am on 
Monday 11th May and in order to raise 
some money, you are invited, when you 
have sponsored him (1p per meter will raise 
£10.25) to have a guess at how long it will 
take (in hours and minutes).  Whoever’s 
guess is the nearest, will win a bottle of 
wine.  Don’t forget to Gift Aid your 
donation if you are a tax payer - you can 
send it to the Church Office at the Rectory. 
Rachel 
 
 

run from him because they do not know the 
voice of strangers.’ 6 Jesus used this figure 
of speech with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them.7 So 
again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell 
you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who 
came before me are thieves and bandits; but 
the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the 
gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, 
and will come in and go out and find 
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy. I came that they may 
have life, and have it abundantly.’  

This Week and Beyond 

Is lockdown getting you down? Then why 
not get creative with us? St Mary’s Church 
invites anyone in Ross to pick up that pen or 
paintbrush, get out your craft tools, and find 
inspiration from our wonderful town or its 
surrounding countryside, its people or its 
churches, your home or your garden.  We 
hope to collect poetry, short stories, sound 
recordings, photographs, or photos of your 
pictures, sculptures, handicrafts, woodwork 
or anything else which you have made.  The 
only criteria is that you created your piece 
during lockdown. We’ll let you know how to 
submit your piece soon. We would then like 
to make a virtual exhibition which will begin 
once we receive our first exhibits and we will 
add to it whenever a new piece is submitted. 
There will also be an opportunity for visitors 
to the exhibition to make a donation. At the 
end of lockdown, we hope to bring our 
virtual exhibition to life in St Mary’s Church. 
In the meantime, get creating!  Rachel 
 
100 Club Draw - Freda very kindly drew the 
numbers for Sunday 26 April 2020 for 100 
Club Draw and the winners are 
1st Prize. Ken Burchell. 2nd Prize. Paul  
Eward. 3rd Prize.  Viv Price. Pauline  
Waters 
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Our Service Today 
All Church of England churches have been 
closed during the Coronavirus pandemic 
until further notice but we have an online 
service today at 9.30 which can be found 
at: rawchurch.org.uk/digital-services 

Daily Hope – a free phoneline of hymns, 
reflection and prayers. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, has launched a free national 
phone line as a simple new way to bring 
worship and prayer into people’s homes 
while church buildings are closed because 
of the coronavirus pandemic. Daily Hope, 
offers music, prayers and reflections as 
well as full worship services from the 
Church of England, available 24 hours a 
day on 0800 804 8044. 
 

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom again 
this week, at 9am each weekday. Follow 
the link from our benefice website to join 
in. You will also find the order of service 
which you can use to pray Morning Prayer 
at home, or with us via Zoom.  

Growing Faith at Home 
Our website contains some very useful   
resources to help us all grow in faith at 
home during this time of lockdown.  
Visit:   
https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/  
 

On this page you will find some specially 
written resource sheets with ideas about 
daily prayer and bible reading at home,  
so that we can all go on living and growing 
as Christians through this time.  
 

One of the suggestions is reading the gospel 
reading that is set for each day. You will 
find the references for the daily readings 
above, and reading ideas on the webpage.  
 

There are also short videos of prayerful 
craft activities for all ages.   
 

Please take a look, have a go, and share the 
resources with others to encourage them as 
well.  

The charming graphic below, and the caption 
that goes with, it has been created by the 
Anglican Communion to encourage us as 
Anglicans across the world at this time of 
lockdown.   
It’s also a reminder of our special Anglican 
calling to pray for and care about all the  
people of the parishes entrusted to our care.  

Gospel readings through this week  
Download an info sheet on reading,  
reflecting and praying with the gospel  
reading set for each day  from our website. 
(See link below) 
Mon: John 12 .20-26 
Tues: John 10.22-30 
Weds: John 12.44-end 
Thurs: John 13.16-20 
Fri: Matthew 5.13-16 
Sat: John 14.7-14 
Sun:  John 14.1-14 

 

https://rawchurch.org.uk/digital-services
https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/

