
Rector’s Report May 2020 

The world has changed since my last report at 
the beginning of March 2020. The coronavirus 
pandemic has swept across the globe bringing in 
its wake around 300 000 deaths, countries in 
economic and social lockdown, and closed 
churches buildings. To a greater or lesser extent 
every person and institution has been left reeling 
and traumatised by the suddenness, scale and 
consequences of this pandemic.  

Our benefice responded quickly and effectively 
to the initial challenges posed by the 
coronavirus. At first this meant not shaking 
hands or sharing a common cup in our services, 
and when our church services were suspended 
and church buildings closed, we began to 
experiment with new platforms for worship and 
meeting together. Our benefice website has 
become the home of our “digital church”, and 
most of our ministry, mission and meeting is now 
online. We are indebted to Mark Sanderson for 
his technical knowledge which has allowed us to 
make this technological leap, and I am also very 
grateful to Joanna Kelly and Christine Catternach 
for their ministry of helping parishioners to 
master new technology. 

 Pastoral care has been undertaken by phone, 
email, Zoom and letter by the Ministry Team 
assisted by Lou Jarvis, our administrator, and 
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other helpers. We have done what we can to 
make sure that people are contacted, prayed 
for, and have any practical help they require.  

Online services, meetings, and gatherings like 
Toast are pale imitations of gathering together 
physically in our beloved buildings, and of 
course, technology can become a barrier to 
participation for some; but finding new ways 
to continue ministry and mission during an 
unprecedented crisis must be commended, 
and it is clear that technology provides us with 
a far greater “reach” for what we are doing. 
Our online services are viewed by a great deal 
more people than were attending services 
before the pandemic, and by people all over 
the world. Some of our technological advances 
will, I believe, be part of how we continue our 
Christian witness in a post-coronavirus era. I 
have been particularly impressed by the Zoom 
online All Age Service at Walford, and see 
scope for such services to be part of a mixed 
economy of virtual and physical services, and/
or for them to be stepping stones to physical 
services.  

Our end of life and funeral ministry has been 
one of the most difficult areas of ministry 
during these last months. Social restrictions 
have layered trauma upon trauma where 
people haven’t been able to be with loved 
ones at the end of their lives, or have had to 
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accept small, hasty and socially distanced 
funerals. We will need to pay particular care 
to those who have been bereaved during this 
time, and I am grateful to Freda Davies who 
has attended webinars on this subject, and is 
sharing what she has learned. Since the last 
PCC meeting there have been 15 funerals, and 
1 blessing of a body prior to a non-attendance 
cremation. After lockdown, all “last 
responder” and funeral ministry has needed 
to be conducted by me due to my colleagues 
in the Team having to self-isolate. All 
weddings and baptisms have been postponed 
until it is possible to conduct them.  

As lockdown, social distancing and shielding 
will continue for months to come it is very 
difficult to plan for the future, or to anticipate 
exactly what will be possible to do and what 
will not. My sympathies are particularly with 
those who were to be married this year, and 
whose weddings have now been postponed 
more or less indefinitely. As a benefice we 
cannot make concrete plans but we can 
continue our work guided by our Christian 
principles. In January, St Mary’s held a vision 
day and discerned that God was calling us to 
be an inclusive, intergenerational church, 
inspiring faith, hope and love in every 
generation. I hope that his vision will provide 
the principles by which we will make Christ 
known to our communities during lockdown, 
post lockdown and into the future.  

I would briefly like to mention that The Rev’d 
Canon Chris Blanchard will have his licence as 
House for Duty Priest in Walford renewed for 
another year. Chris will retire from this post at 
the end of April 2021. Len Nuttall has resigned 
as Churchwarden in Brampton Abbotts after 
many years of generous and respected service 
in this role.  His good humour and dedication 
will be greatly missed. I can also report that 
the Brampton Abbotts PCC and the Brampton 
Abbotts Church Regeneration Group have 
held another constructive meeting recently.  

On the 5th June our new curate, Mrs Tiffany 
Jackson, her husband Dr Stephen Jackson, and 

their son Liam will be moving into the curate’s 
house in Ross. Tiffany will be licenced by the 
Bishop of Hereford shortly thereafter to work in 
our Benefice, as her ordination to the diaconate 
has been postponed until at least September 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. We look 
forward to welcoming the Jackson family into 
our wider spiritual family.  

At the end of April I was able to step back from 
my role as Acting Rural Dean of the Ross and 
Archenfield Deanery which oversees 38 local 
churches. During my 4 month stint I had to deal 
with floods and COVID-19, and was asked by the 
Archdeacon to move the strategic thinking of 
the Deanery forward. One visible strategic gain 
during this time has been online Deanery-led 
Sunday services, and I hope that this 
collaboration among the Deanery Chapter in 
sharing services will continue both virtually and 
when churches re-open.  

The Rev’d Sean Semple 
Rector 

 

Today’s Collect 

Risen, ascended Lord, 
as we rejoice at your triumph, 
fill your Church on earth with power and 
compassion, 
that all who are estranged by sin 
may find forgiveness and know your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 

We pray for those who are ill 

Pam Altree and Mary Hope and all those  
infected and affected by the coronavirus 

We remember those who have died 

John Davies and Michael Clarke Bolton and 
we pray for their families and loved ones, and 
for all those who mourn at this time. 



exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety 
on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline 
yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your 
adversary the devil prowls around, looking for 
someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in 
your faith, for you know that your brothers 
and sisters throughout the world are 
undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And 
after you have suffered for a little while, the 
God of all grace, who has called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To 
him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.  

Gospel Reading John 17.1-11 

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, 
the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the 
Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given 
him authority over all people, to give eternal 
life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this 
is eternal life, that they may know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by 
finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5 So 
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence 
with the glory that I had in your presence 
before the world existed. 6 ‘I have made your 
name known to those whom you gave me 
from the world. They were yours, and you 
gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 7 Now they know that everything you 
have given me is from you; 8 for the words 
that you gave to me I have given to them, and 
they have received them and know in truth 
that I came from you; and they have believed 
that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; 
I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on 
behalf of those whom you gave me, because 
they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and 
yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, 
but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name 
that you have given me, so that they may be 
one, as we are one.’  

 

 
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Acts 1.6-14 

6 When the apostles had come together, they 
asked Jesus, ‘Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He 
replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 9 
When he had said this, as they were watching, 
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. 10 While he was going and they 
were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them. 11 They 
said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who 
has been taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.’ 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem 
from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13 
When they had entered the city, they went to 
the room upstairs where they were staying, 
Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon 
the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All 
these were constantly devoting themselves to 
prayer, together with certain women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as 
his brothers.  

Second Reading 1 Peter 4.12-14, 5.6-11 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery 
ordeal that is taking place among you to test 
you, as though something strange were 
happening to you. 13 But rejoice in so far as 
you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you 
may also be glad and shout for joy when his 
glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the 
name of Christ, you are blessed, because the 
spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is 
resting on you. 6 Humble yourselves therefore 
under the mighty hand of God, so that he may 



Our Service Today 
All Church of England churches have been 
closed during the Coronavirus pandemic until 
further notice but we have an online service 
today at 9.30 which can be found at:  
rawchurch.org.uk/digital-services  
 

This Week and Beyond 

Daily Hope – a free phoneline of hymns, 
reflection and prayers. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, has launched a free national 
phone line as a simple new way to bring 
worship and prayer into people’s homes 
while church buildings are closed because 
of the coronavirus pandemic. Daily Hope, 
offers music, prayers and reflections as 
well as full worship services from the 
Church of England, available 24 hours a 
day on 0800 804 8044. 
 

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom again 
this week, at 9am each weekday. Follow 
the link from our benefice website to join 
in. You will also find the order of service 
which you can use to pray Morning Prayer 
at home, or with us via Zoom.  

Archbishop Justin invites us to pray “Thy Kingdom Come”  

Gospel readings through this week  
Download an info sheet on reading,  
reflecting and praying with the gospel  
reading set for each day  from our website. 
(See link below) 
Mon: John 16.29-end 
Tues: John 17.1-11 
Weds: John 17.11-19 
Thurs: John 17.20-end 
Fri: John 21.15-19 
Sat: John 21.20-end 
Sun:  John 20.19-23 
https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/  

 
From Ascension Day (21 May) to  
Pentecost (31 May) Archbishop Justin  
is inviting us all to join in global prayer 
for the coming of God’s kingdom on 
earth as in heaven - Thy Kingdom 
Come”.  We can all take part. Here are 
some ways:  

1 Praying for the glimpses we have seen 
in the outpouring of care and compas-
sion during the pandemic to continue. 
The glimpses of a slower, simpler, less 
polluted world to continue - signs of 
God’s kingdom growing on earth as in 
heaven. Pray for God’s kingdom growing 
in lives and communities - homes, care 
homes, schools, workplaces, hospitals… 

2 Praying specially for five people you 
know. People you long will discover 
God’s great love for them, and grow in 
God’s love.  

3 Using some of the great Thy Kingdom 
Come prayer resources on our website - 
daily prayer; family prayer map, and 
more.  

www.rawchurch.org.uk/digitalchurch 
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