
Hands up if you know the connection between 
Crime, Music, The Human Body,  Harry Potter, 
International History and the international 
organisation that was hoping that last week 
would be their major fund raising occasion and 
that they would  be the focus of a lot of prayer. 
Hands up if you know the connection between 
that same organisation and the low level of 
water in the River Wye. 

 Of course the answer is Christian Aid Week 
which ends today. The subjects, crime, music 
etc were the specialist rounds of the on-line 
quiz Christian Aid ran during the week to raise 
funds. The connection between Christian Aid 
and the low level of the River Wye is water, or 
rather, the lack of water.  A low level in the 
River Wye is for us no more than an 
enhancement of its beauty, or not as the case 
may be. A low level of water in the rivers where 
Christen Aid is most active is a disaster. 

We know - Wash your hands regularly, soap 
them up, sing Happy Birthday twice but how 
much water has gone down the drain while you 
did that. So I ask. Did you have to carry it a 
mile? Were you prepared and content to carry 
it a mile if there was any?  What do you do 
when there is none because the river level is 
too low? 
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We all know clean hands is an important 
element of containing the spread of 
Corona Virus, but how can the poor do it 
when there is no water?  Which is why the 
Christian Aid fund raising for spending on 
water pumps, digging wells, providing 
filters, piping and people with technical 
knowledge and the gift of encouragement 
is so important.  

You will find a place to give at https://
www.christianaid.org.uk/   

And here is a prayer:- 

May God bless us with wonder at 
creation’s glory. 

May God bless us with fury at creation’s 
spoiling. 

May God bless us with courage at this 
critical hour. 

 

Colin 
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Today’s Collect 

Risen Christ, 
by the lakeside you renewed your call to 
your disciples: 
help your Church to obey your command 
and draw the nations to the fire of your 
love, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

Pastoral Care and Funerals 

At this time our Rector, Sean, will be the only 
priest in Ross, Walford and Brampton 
Abbotts who will be able to minister to the 
dying and conduct funerals. If there are any 
pastoral emergencies please contact Sean.  

We pray for those who are ill 

Pam Altree and Mary Hope and all those  
infected and affected by the coronavirus 

We remember those who have died 

Michael Clarke Bolton and we pray for his 
family and loved ones, and for all those 
who mourn at this time. 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Acts 17.22-31 

22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and 
said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely 
religious you are in every way. 23 For as I 
went through the city and looked carefully 
at the objects of your worship, I found 
among them an altar with the inscription, 
“To an unknown god.” What therefore you 
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 
24 The God who made the world and 
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not live in shrines made by 
human hands, 25 nor is he served by 
human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all 

mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From 
one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the 
whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 
existence and the boundaries of the places 
where they would live, 27 so that they would 
search for God and perhaps grope for him and 
find him - though indeed he is not far from 
each one of us. 28 For “In him we live and 
move and have our being”; as even some of 
your own poets have said, “For we too are his 
offspring.” 29 Since we are God’s offspring, we 
ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 
silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and 
imagination of mortals. 30 While God has 
overlooked the times of human ignorance, now 
he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
31 because he has fixed a day on which he will 
have the world judged in righteousness by a 
man whom he has appointed, and of this he 
has given assurance to all by raising him from 
the dead.’  

Second Reading 1 Peter 3.13-22 

13 Who will harm you if you are eager to do 
what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer for 
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not 
fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 
15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. 
Always be ready to make your defence to 
anyone who demands from you an account of 
the hope that is in you; 16 yet do it with 
gentleness and reverence. Keep your 
conscience clear, so that, when you are 
maligned, those who abuse you for your good 
conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For 
it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering 
should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing 
evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for 
all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order 
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the 
flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which 
also he went and made a proclamation to the 
spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not 
obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 



Come Dine with Me - On Saturday 23rd 
May at 7.00pm, you are invited to Come, 
dine with us, safari supper style, via Zoom. 
You will need internet access and a laptop 
or smart device to join in and full details are 
on the website https://rawchurch.org.uk/
come-dine/.  Do check out our homegrown 
TV chefs who give ideas of dishes you may 
never have tried, also available through this 
link.  For those without internet, we are 
planning a real safari supper in the autumn 
when things hopefully will back to 
normal.  Watch this space! 

Is lockdown getting you down? Then why 
not get creative with us? St Mary’s Church 
invites anyone in Ross to pick up that pen 
or paintbrush, get out your craft tools, and 
find inspiration from our wonderful town or 
its surrounding countryside, its people or its 
churches, your home or your garden.  We 
hope to collect poetry, short stories, sound 
recordings, photographs, or photos of your 
pictures, sculptures, handicrafts, woodwork 
or anything else which you have made.  The 
only criteria is that you created your piece 
during lockdown. We’ll let you know how 
to submit your piece soon. We would then 
like to make a virtual exhibition which will 
begin once we receive our first exhibits and 
we will add to it whenever a new piece is 
submitted. There will also be an 
opportunity for visitors to the exhibition to 
make a donation. At the end of lockdown, 
we hope to bring our virtual exhibition to 
life in St Mary’s Church. In the meantime, 
get creating!  Rachel 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a 
few, that is, eight persons, were saved through 
water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, 
now saves you – not as a removal of dirt from 
the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at 
the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 
and powers made subject to him.  

Gospel Reading John 14.15-21 

Jesus said to his disciples: 15 ‘If you love me, 
you will keep my commandments. 16 And I 
will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate, to be with you for ever. 17 
This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. You know him, because he 
abides with you, and he will be in you. 18 I will 
not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 
19 In a little while the world will no longer see 
me, but you will see me; because I live, you 
also will live. 20 On that day you will know that 
I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
21 They who have my commandments and 
keep them are those who love me; and those 
who love me will be loved by my Father, and I 
will love them and reveal myself to them.’  

This Week and Beyond 

 
Sean’s Table Mountain Challenge - Sean did it 
– and it only took him 2 hours and 31 
minutes!  Congratulations to him on his 
achievement. Well done Peter Raddenbury for 
guessing within 11 minutes of the real time. 
Thank you all too for the very generous 
sponsorship received. Sean has raised over 
£2,500 so far – and there’s still time to donate 
if you missed it. 
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Our Service Today 
All Church of England churches have been 
closed during the Coronavirus pandemic until 
further notice but we have an online service 
today at 9.30 which can be found at: raw-
church.org.uk/digital-services  
 

Daily Hope – a free phoneline of hymns, 
reflection and prayers. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, has launched a free national 
phone line as a simple new way to bring 
worship and prayer into people’s homes 
while church buildings are closed because 
of the coronavirus pandemic. Daily Hope, 
offers music, prayers and reflections as 
well as full worship services from the 
Church of England, available 24 hours a 
day on 0800 804 8044. 
 
 
 

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom again 
this week, at 9am each weekday. Follow 
the link from our benefice website to join 
in. You will also find the order of service 
which you can use to pray Morning Prayer 
at home, or with us via Zoom.  

Archbishop Justin invites us to pray “Thy Kingdom Come”  

Gospel readings through this week  
Download an info sheet on reading,  
reflecting and praying with the gospel  
reading set for each day  from our website. 
(See link below) 
Mon: John 15.26-16.4 
Tues: John 16.5-11 
Weds: John 16.12-15 
Thurs: Luke 24.44-end  
Fri: John 16.20-23  
Sat: John 16.23-28 
Sun:  John  17.1-11 
https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/  

 
From Ascension Day (21 May) to  
Pentecost (31 May) Archbishop Justin  
is inviting us all to join in global prayer 
for the coming of God’s kingdom on 
earth as in heaven - Thy Kingdom 
Come”.  We can all take part. Here are 
some ways:  

1 Praying for the glimpses we have seen 
in the outpouring of care and compas-
sion during the pandemic to continue. 
The glimpses of a slower, simpler, less 
polluted world to continue - signs of 
God’s kingdom growing on earth as in 
heaven. Pray for God’s kingdom growing 
in lives and communities - homes, care 
homes, schools, workplaces, hospitals… 

2 Praying specially for five people you 
know. People you long will discover 
God’s great love for them, and grow in 
God’s love.  

3 Using some of the great Thy Kingdom 
Come prayer resources on our website - 
daily prayer; family prayer map, and 
more.  

www.rawchurch.org.uk/digitalchurch 
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