
Last Friday was the day when we 
commemorate the life of Julian of Norwich. 
The fact that she was given a ‘male’ name 
prompts a variety of questions. We know that 
she was born in 1342 and that her family was 
associated with St. Julian’s Church in Norwich. 

Personally, she was no stranger to the 
hardships of the time being about six at the 
time of the Black Death, and then being 
involved in the charity work of the parish. 
There is a suggestion, from what she later 
wrote, that she may have been married but 
we are certain that in 1373 she was terminally 
ill and a curate from St. Julian’s was with her 
at the time when she had a series of sixteen 
visions showing aspects of the love of God 
shown in Jesus. 

Surprisingly she recovered and more so for 
her time, as the first woman to do so, she 
recorded her developing thoughts on the 
meaning of the visions in ‘Revelations of 
Divine Love’ over the next twenty years. At 
some stage she became an ‘anchoress’, 
retreating from everyday world into a cell 
associated with the church. We have no idea 
of her real name but are well aware of her 
ministry as Julian named after her supporting 
church. 

The Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rawchurch.org.uk (not Fri) 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | frchris2@icloud.com  (Sun - Wed) 
Intergenerational Missioner: Christine Cattanach| christine.cattanach@hereford.anglican.org 
Team Administrator: Louise Jarvis |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rawchurch.org.uk  

During and after the plagues of the time 
there had been some religious resurgence 
– look at the considerable church building 
of the period and the part the church 
played in social welfare. Julian reflected 
this in her writings. They were revisited in 
the early twentieth century and their 
lyrical quality and simple faith continue to 
influence thinking to-day. The words from 
God to Julian that ‘all shall be well and all 
manner of things shall be ell’ have a real 
power in the current situation. Maybe our 
comparative isolation could foster greater 
depth of thinking.. 
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Today’s Collect 

Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

Pastoral Care and Funerals 

At this time our Rector, Sean, will be the only 
priest in Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts 
who will be able to minister to the dying and 
conduct funerals. If there are any pastoral 
emergencies please contact Sean.  

We pray for those who are ill 

Pam Altree and Mary Hope and all those  
infected and affected by the coronavirus 

We remember those who have died 

Elizabeth Evans, Charles Frances and Jennifer 
Oates  and we pray for their families and loved 
ones, and for all those who mourn at this time. 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Acts 7.55-60 

Standing before the high priest and the council, 
55 Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit, gazed into 
heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56 ‘Look,’ he 
said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!’ 57 But 
they covered their ears, and with a loud shout 
all rushed together against him. 58 Then they 
dragged him out of the city and began to stone 
him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the 
feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they 
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.’ 60 Then he knelt down and 
cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them.’ When he had said this, he 
died.  

Second Reading 1 Peter 2.2-10 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, 
spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation – 3 if indeed you have tasted that the 
Lord is good. 4 Come to him, a living stone, 
though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones, 
let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to 
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it 
stands in scripture: ‘See, I am laying in Zion a 
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and 
whoever believes in him will not be put to 
shame.’7 To you then who believe, he is 
precious; but for those who do not believe, 
‘The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the very head of the corner’, 8 and ‘A 
stone that makes them stumble, and a rock 
that makes them fall.’ They stumble because 
they disobey the word, as they were destined 
to do. 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of 
him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light. 10 Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God’s people; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

Gospel Reading John 14.1-14 

Jesus said to his disciples: 1 ‘Do not let your 
hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also 
in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many 
dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, so that 
where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you 
know the way to the place where I am going.’ 5 
Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know 
where you are going. How can we know the 
way?’ 6 Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 



your piece soon. We would then like to make 
a virtual exhibition which will begin once we 
receive our first exhibits and we will add to it 
whenever a new piece is submitted. There 
will also be an opportunity for visitors to the 
exhibition to make a donation. At the end of 
lockdown, we hope to bring our virtual 
exhibition to life in St Mary’s Church. In the 
meantime, get creating!  Rachel 
 
Rector climbs mountain in cassock!  
St Mary’s fundraising committee has 
challenged Sean to virtually climb Table 
Mountain in his cassock to raise funds for  
St Mary’s.  The height of the mountain is 
1085m above sea level but as Ross Rectory is 
already 60m above sea level he only has to 
climb 1025m! He will be beginning his climb 
(using the rectory stairs) at 7.30am on 
Monday 11th May and in order to raise some 
money, you are invited, when you have 
sponsored him (1p per meter will raise 
£10.25) to have a guess at how long it will 
take (in hours and minutes).  Whoever’s 
guess is the nearest, will win a bottle of 
wine.  Don’t forget to Gift Aid your donation 
if you are a tax payer - you can send it to the 
Church Office at the Rectory. Rachel 
 
Belated thank you to all at St Mary’s for your 
prayers, cards and enquiries whilst I was in 
hospital. Also I would like to extend my 
thanks to Gill and Vivienne for looking after 
me in so many ways. What good, kind 
Christian friends to have.  
O Lord God to whom day and night are both 
alike. Keep under thy protection our parents, 
our relatives, our friends. Bless the Church in 
this parish, watch over the sick and dying. 
Lead us in the path of life and services. 
Through Jesus Christ, Amen.   
Mary Hope 

 

 

Father except through me. 7 If you know me, 
you will know my Father also. From now on 
you do know him and have seen him.’8 Philip 
said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we 
will be satisfied.’ 9 Jesus said to him, ‘Have I 
been with you all this time, Philip, and you still 
do not know me? Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us 
the Father”? 10 Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words 
that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe 
me because of the works themselves. 12 Very 
truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me 
will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will 
do greater works than these, because I am 
going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you 
ask in my name, so that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask 
me for anything, I will do it.’  

This Week and Beyond 

Christian Aid  Week  - May 10th-16th. Please 
contribute generously as you always 
do. Individuals can donate directly 
via the Christian Aid website or by telephone 
020 7523 2269. All details are on the website. 
Thank you. Jean Harrison 
 
Is lockdown getting you down? Then why not 
get creative with us? St Mary’s Church invites 
anyone in Ross to pick up that pen or 
paintbrush, get out your craft tools, and find 
inspiration from our wonderful town or its 
surrounding countryside, its people or its 
churches, your home or your garden.  We 
hope to collect poetry, short stories, sound 
recordings, photographs, or photos of your 
pictures, sculptures, handicrafts, woodwork or 
anything else which you have made.  The only 
criteria is that you created your piece during 
lockdown. We’ll let you know how to submit 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/give-money/make-donation


Our Service Today 
All Church of England churches have been 
closed during the Coronavirus pandemic until 
further notice but we have an online service 
today at 9.30 which can be found at: raw-
church.org.uk/digital-services  
It is a service that has been produced by the 
parishes of our deanery and is led by The 
Rev’d Crispin Pemberton. 

Daily Hope – a free phoneline of hymns, 
reflection and prayers. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, has launched a free national 
phone line as a simple new way to bring 
worship and prayer into people’s homes 
while church buildings are closed because 
of the coronavirus pandemic. Daily Hope, 
offers music, prayers and reflections as 
well as full worship services from the 
Church of England, available 24 hours a 
day on 0800 804 8044. 
 

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom again 
this week, at 9am each weekday. Follow 
the link from our benefice website to join 
in. You will also find the order of service 
which you can use to pray Morning Prayer 
at home, or with us via Zoom.  

Growing Faith at Home 
Our website contains some very useful   
resources to help us all grow in faith at 
home during this time of lockdown.  
Visit:   
https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/  
 

On this page you will find some specially 
written resource sheets with ideas about 
daily prayer and bible reading at home,  
so that we can all go on living and growing 
as Christians through this time.  
 

One of the suggestions is reading the gospel 
reading that is set for each day. You will 
find the references for the daily readings 
above, and reading ideas on the webpage.  
 

There are also short videos of prayerful 
craft activities for all ages.   
 

Please take a look, have a go, and share the 
resources with others to encourage them as 
well.  

The charming graphic below, and the caption 
that goes with, it has been created by the 
Anglican Communion to encourage us as 
Anglicans across the world at this time of 
lockdown.   
It’s also a reminder of our special Anglican 
calling to pray for and care about all the  
people of the parishes entrusted to our care.  

Gospel readings through this week  
Download an info sheet on reading,  
reflecting and praying with the gospel  
reading set for each day  from our website. 
(See link below) 
Mon: John 14.21-26 
Tues: John 14.27-end 
Weds: John 15.1-8 
Thurs: John 15.9-17 
Fri: John 15.12-17 
Sat: John 15.18-21 
Sun:  John 14.15-21 

 

https://rawchurch.org.uk/digital-services
https://rawchurch.org.uk/digital-services
https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/

