An Evensong for Pentecost 2020
This service has been compiled mainly from archive recordings from the last 23
years, in different buildings, with some specially recorded material.
Opening HYMN – Come down, O love divine – recorded in Huntley Church in
1992 by the new choir, In Ecclesia, and a congregation.
Come down, O Love divine,
seek thou this soul of mine,
and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;
O Comforter, draw near,
within my heart appear,
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.
O let it freely burn,
till earthly passions turn
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
and let thy glorious light
shine ever on my sight,
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.
And so the yearning strong,
with which the soul will long,
shall far outpass the power of human telling;
for none can guess its grace,
till Love create a place
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.
The choir sings the responses by John Sanders - Hereford Cathedral 2013
O Lord, open thou our lips.
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord's Name be praised.
The choir sings Psalm 104 (recorded in Hereford Cathedral in April in 2013)
PRAISE the LORD, O my soul: * O LORD my God, thou art become exceeding
glorious; thou art clothed with majesty and honour.
2 Thou deckest thyself with light as it were with a garment, * and spreadest
out the heavens like a curtain.

3 Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters, * and maketh the
clouds his chariot, and walketh upon the wings of the wind.
4 He maketh his angels winds, * and his ministers a flaming fire.
5 He laid the foundations of the earth, * that it never should move at any time.
6 Thou coveredst it with the deep like as with a garment; * the waters stand
above the hills.
7 At thy rebuke they flee; * at the voice of thy thunder they haste away.
8 They go up as high as the hills, and down to the valleys beneath; * even unto
the place which thou hast appointed for them.
9 Thou hast set them their bounds, which they shall not pass, * neither turn
again to cover the earth.
10 He sendeth the springs into the rivers, * which run among the hills.
11 All beasts of the field drink thereof, * and the wild asses quench their thirst.
12 Beside them shall the fowls of the air have their habitation, * and sing
among the branches.
13 He watereth the hills from above; * the earth is filled with the fruit of thy
works.
14 He bringeth forth grass for the cattle, * and green herb for the service of
men;
15 That he may bring food out of the earth, and wine that maketh glad the
heart of man; * and oil to make him a cheerful countenance, and bread to
strengthen man's heart.
16 The trees of the LORD also are full of sap; * even the cedars of Lebanon2
which he hath planted;
17 Wherein the birds make their nests; * and the fir-trees are a dwelling for
the stork.
18 The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats; * and so are the stony rocks
for the conies.
19 He appointed the moon for certain seasons, * and the sun knoweth his
going down.
20 Thou makest darkness that it may be night; * wherein all the beasts of the
forest3 do move.
21 The lions, roaring after their prey, * do seek their meat from God.
22 The sun ariseth, and they get them away together, * and lay them down in
their dens.
23 Man goeth forth to his work, and to his labour, * until the evening.

24 O LORD, how manifold are thy works! * in wisdom hast thou made them all;
the earth is full of thy riches.
25 So is the great and wide sea also; * wherein are things creeping
innumerable, both small and great beasts.
26 There go the ships, and there is that leviathan, * whom thou hast made to
take his pastime therein.
27 These wait all upon thee, * that thou mayest give them meat in due season.
28 When thou givest it them, they gather it; * and when thou openest thy
hand, they are filled with good.
29 When thou hidest thy face, they are troubled: * when thou takest away
their breath, they die, and are turned again to their dust.
30 When thou lettest thy breath go forth, they shall be made; * and thou shalt
renew the face of the earth.
31 The glorious majesty of the LORD shall endure for ever; * the LORD shall
rejoice in his works.
32 The earth shall tremble at the look of him; * if he do but touch the hills,
they shall smoke.
33 I will sing unto the LORD as long as I live; * I will praise my God while I have
my being.
34 And so shall my words please him: * my joy shall be in the LORD.
35 As for sinners, they shall be consumed out of the earth, * and the ungodly
shall come to an end.
36 Praise thou the LORD, O my soul. * Praise the LORD.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end. Amen.
Then a Lesson of the Old Testament: Joel 2.21-32
As an Office Hymn – recorded in St Marys in 1976 – BBC Songs of Praise
O thou who camest from above
the fire celestial to impart,
kindle a flame of sacred love
on the mean altar of my heart!
There let it for thy glory burn
with inextinguishable blaze,
and trembling to its source return
in humble prayer and fervent praise.

Jesus, confirm my heart's desire
to work, and speak, and think for thee;
still let me guard the holy fire,
and still stir up the gift in me.
Ready for all thy perfect will,
my acts of faith and love repeat;
till death thy endless mercies seal,
and make the sacrifice complete.
The choir sings the Magnificat, by John Stainer (in B flat) – recorded at home in
Ross in 1997
My soul doth magnify the Lord :
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded :
the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold, from henceforth :
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me :
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him :
throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm :
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat :
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things :
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel :
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen.
Then a Lesson of the New Testament: Acts2.14-21
The choir sings the Nunc Dimittis by Adrian Batten (Fourth Evening Service) –
recorded in Dore Abbey in 1997
Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace :
according to thy word.

For mine eyes have seen :
thy salvation;
Which thou hast prepared :
before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen.
Then shall be said the Apostles' Creed, by the Minister and the people standing.
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and
buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He
ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The Communion of Saints;
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life
everlasting. Amen.
The choir sings the responses by John Sanders, recorded in Gloucester Cathedral
in 2012
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead
us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen.
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.
O Lord, save the Queen.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.
O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
Then shall follow three Collects: The first of the day: The second for Peace: The
third for Aid against all Perils, as hereafter followeth: which two last Collects
shall be daily said at Evening Prayer without alteration.
The First collect, for Easter Day
GOD, who as at this time didst teach the hearts of thy faithful people, by the
sending to them the light of thy Holy Spirit; Grant us by the same Spirit to have a
right judgement in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort;
through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, who liveth and reigneth with thee,
in the unity of the same Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.
The Second Collect at Evening Prayer
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
In Quires and Places where they sing here followeth the Anthem.
If ye love me by Thomas Tallis – recorded this week in homes and edited by
Adrian Taylor
The prayers – Sean Semple
We sing the Hymn: BBC Songs of Praise 1998
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
"Come unto me and rest;
lay down, O weary one, lay down
your head upon my breast."
I came to Jesus as I was,

weary and worn and sad;
I found in him a resting place,
and he has made me glad.
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
"Behold, I freely give
the living water; thirsty one,
stoop down and drink, and live."
I came to Jesus, and I drank
of that life-giving stream;
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
and now I live in him.
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
"I am this dark world's Light;
look unto me, your morn shall rise,
and all your days be bright."
I looked to Jesus and I found
in him my Star, my Sun;
and in that light of life I'll walk,
'til traveling days are done.
The Blessing – Preb R John Thursfield (Rector of Ross 1967 – 1979) BBC Songs of
Praise 1977
Closing voluntary: Komm, Heiliger Geist – BWV 651 – JS Bach - played by Adrian
Taylor
Please join us in the Kings Head for a quick drink after this service – Zoom
details at https://rawchurch.org.uk/digital-services

