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Zoom Maundy Thursday Service 2020 
 

Welcome to our Maundy Thursday Service! We gather in the places where we eat 
our meals – in our dining rooms or kitchens to share in a spiritual Eucharist, and then 
hear the story of Jesus’ betrayal and arrest.  
 
Silent reflection will be very important to this service, and so please mute your mike 
if there is unexpected background noise in your home e.g. dogs barking or the 
telephone ringing.  
 
Please have a candle ready for lighting and have a copy of this order of service visible 
so that you can join in the responses.   
 

The Holy Eucharist 

Prayers of Penitence 

Our Lord Jesus Christ says: 

‘If you love me, keep my commandments.’ 

‘Unless I wash you, you have no part in me.’ 

‘Let us confess to almighty God our sins against his love, 

and ask him to cleanse us. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

Have mercy on us, O God, 

in your great goodness; 

according to the abundance of your compassion 

blot out our offences. 
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Lord, have mercy. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Against you only have we sinned 

and done what is evil in your sight. 

Christ, have mercy. 

All   Christ, have mercy. 

 

Purge us from our sin and we shall be clean; 

wash us and we shall be whiter than snow. 

Lord, have mercy. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

The president uses this absolution 

May the Father forgive us 

by the death of his Son 

and strengthen us 

to live in the power of the Spirit 

all our days. 

All   Amen. 

The Collect 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words  

Let us pray that we may love one another as Christ has loved us. 

 

Silence is kept. 
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God our Father, 

your Son Jesus Christ was obedient to the end 

and drank the cup prepared for him: 

may we who share his table 

watch with him through the night of suffering 

and be faithful. 

All   Amen. 
 

The Peace 

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  

Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’  

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All   and also with you. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 

The Lord is here 

All  His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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It is always right to give you thanks, 

God our Creator, 

loving and faithful, 

holy and strong. 

You made us 

and the whole universe, 

and filled your world with life. 

 

You sent your Son to live among us, 

Jesus our Saviour, Mary’s child. 

He suffered on the cross; 

he died to save us from our sins; 

he rose in glory from the dead. 

 

You send your Spirit 

to bring new life to the world, 

and clothe us with power from on high. 

 

And so we join the angels 

to celebrate and say: 

 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Father, on this night, this very night before he died, 

Jesus shared a meal with his friends. 

He took the bread, and thanked you. 

He broke it, and gave it to them, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this to remember me. 

 

After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. 

He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you. 

This is my blood, 

the new promise of God’s unfailing love. 

Do this to remember me. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

 

All  Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

Father, as we bring this bread and wine, 

and remember his death and resurrection, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share these gifts 

may be fed by Christ’s body and his blood. 

Pour your Spirit on us 

that we may love one another, 

work for the healing of the earth, 
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and share the good news of Jesus, 

as we wait for his coming in glory. 

 

For honour and praise belong to you, Father, 

with Jesus your Son, and the Holy Spirit: 

one God, for ever and ever.  

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

 

All   Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

 

Every time we eat this bread 

and drink this cup, 

All   we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 

Spiritual Communion 

The president offers this invitation to make a spiritual communion 

 

All   We present to you our bodies and souls  

as living sacrifices,  

with the earnest wish  

that we may always be united with you.   

And since we cannot now all  

receive you sacramentally,  

we pray that you will  

come spiritually into our heart.  

We unite ourselves to you,  

and embrace you with all the strength  

of our souls and the life you have given us.  

Let nothing ever separate us from you.  

May we live and die in your love. Amen.   
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Prayer after Communion 

Silence is kept. 

 

This Post Communion is said 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament 

you have given us the memorial of your passion: 

grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries 

of your body and blood 

that we may know within ourselves 

and show forth in our lives 

the fruit of your redemption, 

for you are alive and reign, now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 

 

Tenebrae (A service of shadows) 
 
As we read and recall the story of that night 2000 years ago, I now ask 
 everyone but the readers to switch off the lights in the room in which you  
are sitting, but to leave your candle burning. This symbolises the advancing  
darkness that came over Jesus with the flight of his disciples, the bitter  
hatred of his enemies and the looming shadow of the cross.   
 
Eight short readings follow. At the end of each reading the reader will extinguish  
the candle with them, and will continue the service in darkness. I invite those 
watching to extinguish your candle after any one of the first seven readings.  
 
When I come to read the last reading, I should be the only reader with the lights in 
my room on, and my candle lit. At the end of my reading, I will switch my light off 
and blow out my candle. We shall sit in the dark for one minute to recall the time 
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Jesus spent in the tomb.  After this minute I will then then relight my candle to 
remind us of the victory of Easter that we shall soon celebrate: All the darkness  
in the world cannot extinguish the light of Christ.   
 
When the candle has been relit, our service will be over and I invite you to then 
quietly leave the Zoom session.  
 
 


