
Night Prayer  

We begin in quiet,  

in the light  

of our flickering candles… 

 
 

We come into The Presence… 
 
The angels of God guard us through the night 
and quieten the powers of darkness 
 
The Spirit of God be our guide 
To lead us to peace 
 
 
Be alert, stand firm in the faith,  
be courageous and strong.  
Let everything you do be done in love.  
 
 
Our help is in the name of the eternal God. 
who is making the heavens and the earth  
 
 

Dear God, thank you 

for all that is good,  

for our creation 

and our humanity, 

for the stewardship you have given us 

of this planet earth, 

for the gifts of life and of one another.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Light of Light 

you have searched me out and found me  

You know where I am and where I go 

and see my thoughts from afar 

You discern my paths and my resting places, 

and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Yes, and not a word comes from my lips 

but you, O God, have heard it already. 

You are in front of me and you are behind me 

you have laid your hand on my shoulder. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me 

so great that I cannot fathom it.  

Where shall I go from your Spirit? 

where shall I flee from your Presence?  

If I climb to the heavens you are there: 

if I descend to the depths of the ocean,  

you are there also. 

If I spread my wings towards the morning, 

and fly to the uttermost shores of the sea, 

Even there you hand will lead me, 

and your right hand will hold me. 

If I should cry to the darkness to cover me, 

and the night to enclose me 

Even the darkness is not darkness to you, 

and the night is as clear as the day 

For you have created every part of my being, 

cell and tissue, blood and bone. 

You have woven me in the womb of my mother; 

I will praise you, so wonderfully am I made. 

You know me to the very core of my being; 

nothing in me was hidden from your eyes 

When I was formed in silence and secrecy, 

in intricate splendour in the depths of the earth 

Even as they were forming you saw my limbs 

each part of my body shaped by your finger 

How great are your thoughts O God, 

how great is the sum of them. 

Were I to count them they are more in number 

than grains of sand on the seashore 



And I would still know nothing about you –  

yet still would you hold me in the palm of your 

hand.  

 

Living God 

you are in the midst of us 

and we are called 

by your holy name. 

Leave us not 

O God of love. 

 

It is the God who said, 

Let light shine our of darkness, 

who has shone in our hearts 

to give the light of the knowledge 

of the glory of God 

in the face of Jesus Christ. 

But we have this treasure  

in earthen vessels, 

to show that the transcendent power 

belongs to God and not to us. 

We are afflicted in every way 

but are not crushed; 

perplexed, but not driven to despair; 

persecuted, but not forsaken; 

struck down,but not destroyed; 

always carrying in the body 

the death of Jesus, 

So that the life of Jesus 

may also be manifested 

in our bodies.  

 

Quiet 

 

Into your hands  

I commend the whole of my being, 

For you have redeemed me 

body and soul, O God of truth and love. 
 

Keep me, dear God, as the apple of an eye, 

hide me under the shadow of your wings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praying with Christ 
As Jesus taught us we pray: 
 

Dear God, our Creator, 

Beloved Companion and Guide upon the Way, 

Eternal Spirit within us and beyond us… 
 

Let us honour your name 

in lives of costly, giving love…. 
 

Let us show that we and all whom we meet 

deserve dignity and respect, 

for they are your dwelling place and your home… 
 

Let us share in action your deep desire for justice 

and peace among the peoples of the world… 
 

Let us share our bread with one another, 

the bread you have shared with us… 
 

Let us in the spirit of your forgiving us, 

make friends with those we have harmed and 

failed to love… 
 

Let us overcome our trials and temptations, 

our suffering and dying, in the strength and 

courage with which you overcame them too… 
 

Let us in your love free the world from evil, 

transforming darkness into light… 
 

For the whole universe is yours,  

and you invite us to be partners 

in the work of your creating… 
 

Amen. So be it. 

So will we do it.  
 

Our particular prayers… 
 

Lighten our darkness, we ask of you, dear God, 
and in your great mercy strengthen us to face 
all perils and dangers of the night; 
for the love of your only Son 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
 
The blessing of God, 
Giver of Life, 
Bearer of Pain, 
Maker of Love, 
Be with us now and always 
 

The divine Spirit dwells in us 
Thanks be to God 
 
 

We leave quietly when we are ready,  
blowing out our candles.  
 

Prayer at Night’s Approaching; Jim Cotter 


