
We find ourselves in strange times; 
restrictions placed on everyone now mean 
that the bulk of what we are doing is digital. 
Most people’s technical skills have been 
developing at a rapid rate over the last two 
week; if you think you’re struggling to keep up 
here’s a bit of help. There are many links in 
what follows, just tap or click them. 

Our website is your best first port of call for all 
things: rawchurch.org.uk. Once you’re there 
the most relevant pages at the moment are in 
the Digital Church group. The coming week 
will see quite a range of services on offer but 
ordinarily there will be one service each week, 
for the whole Benefice, which will be pre-
recorded and will go live on the Digital 
Services page at 9.30 on Sundays. 

One of the best things you can do is sign up to 
receive updates from the website at the 
bottom of the Welcome Page. That way you 
will be one of the first to hear (by email) of 
every item that gets added to the News and 
Events Page. These post also go out on St 
Mary’s Facebook page which you might also 
consider following, perhaps along with 
Walford’s 

The Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rawchurch.org.uk (not Fri) 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | frchris2@icloud.com  (Sun - Wed) 
Intergenerational Missioner: Christine Cattanach| christine.cattanach@hereford.anglican.org 
Team Administrator: Louise Jarvis |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rawchurch.org.uk  

We’re now using the video conferencing 
software Zoom for a lot of meetings. This tool 
is a really easy to use and you can prepare 
yourself by downloading the Zoom app onto 
your phone, tablet or computer. There’s help 
for that on the Digital Meetings page on the 
website. When you’ve done that, you might 
like to begin by joining us on Sunday at 10.30 
with a cup of coffee for our virtual coffee slot. 
After that, Morning Prayer is being said by the 
clergy team every day next week (Holy Week) 
at 9.00 am and you are welcome to join them. 
There are links on the Holy Week & Easter 
page of the website.  

Finally, the treasurers team won’t forgive me if 
I don’t mention that we are beginning to 
struggle financially as normal forms of giving 
are not available. We are asking everyone to 
consider reviewing what they give and how 
they give it. Cash in the collection plate 
(though welcome) has long been a very 
inefficient way to give. You’ll find more 
efficient methods on the Digital Giving page. 

If you need help feel free to contact me by 
email or on 01989 565386.  

Mark Sanderson 
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Today’s Collect 

True and humble king, 
hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 
grant us the faith to know you and love you, 
that we may be found beside you 
on the way of the cross, 
which is the path of glory. 

 

Pastoral Care and Funerals 

At this time our Rector, Sean, will be the only 
priest in Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts 
who will be able to minister to the dying and 
conduct funerals.  

If there are any pastoral emergencies please 
contact Sean.  

Bishop Richard Jackson has asked Sean to 
continue as Acting Rural Dean for the Ross and 
Archenfield Deanery until the pandemic has 
passed. This means that Sean will need to co-
ordinate and support ministry in the other 
parishes of the Deanery for the next few months.  

We pray for those who are ill 

Pam Altree and Mary Hope and all those  infected 
and affected by the coronavirus 

We remember those who have died 

Douglas Swallow, David Jones and Doreen Clarke, 
and we pray for their families and loved ones, and 
for all those who mourn at this time. 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Isaiah 50.4-9a  

The servant of the LORD said: 4 The Lord GOD has 
given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know 
how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by 
morning he wakens  – wakens my ear to listen as 
those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened 
my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn 
backwards.6 I gave my back to those who struck 
me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the 
beard; I did not hide my face from insult and 
spitting.  7 The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I 

have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my 
face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to 
shame; 8 he who vindicates me is near. Who will 
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who 
are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9 It is 
the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me 
guilty? All of them will wear out like a garment; the 
moth will eat them up. 

Psalm 31. 9-16 

Have mercy on me, Lord, for I am in trouble:  
my eye is consumed with sorrow, my soul and my 
body also.  
For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with 
sighing:  
my strength fails me because of my affliction, and 
my bones are consumed.  
I have become a reproach to all my enemies and 
even to my neighbours, an object of dread to my 
acquaintances :  
when they see me in the street they flee from me.  
I am forgotten like one that is dead, out of mind: 
I have become like a broken vessel.  
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd;  fear 
is on every side: 
they scheme together against me, and plot to take 
my life.  
But my trust is in you, O Lord: 
I have said, ‘You are my God.  
My times are in your hand: 
deliver me from the hand of my enemies, and from 
those who persecute me.  
Make your face to shine upon your servant:  
and save me for your mercy’s sake.’   

The Palm Gospel Reading: Matthew 21.1-11 

When Jesus and his disciples had come near 

Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to 

them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and 

immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt 

with her; untie them and bring them to me. If 

anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord 

needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ 

This took place to fulfil what had been spoken 

through the prophet, saying, ‘Tell the daughter of 

Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and 

mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey.’ The disciples went and did as Jesus had 



Why, what evil has he done?  Matthew: But they 

shouted all the more,  Crowd: Let him be 

crucified!  Matthew: So when Pilate saw that he 

could do nothing, but rather that a riot was 

beginning, he took some water and washed his 

hands before the crowd, saying,  Pilate: I am 

innocent of this man’s blood; see to it 

yourselves.  Matthew: Then the people as a 

whole answered,  Crowd: His blood be on us and 

on our children!  Matthew: So he released 

Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he 

handed him over to be crucified. Then the 

soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the 

governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the 

whole cohort around him. They stripped him 

and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting 

some thorns into a crown, they put it on his 

head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt 

before him and mocked him, saying,  Soldiers: 

Hail, King of the Jews!  Matthew: They spat on 

him, and took the reed and struck him on the 

head. After mocking him, they stripped him of 

the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then 

they led him away to crucify him. As they went 

out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named 

Simon; they compelled this man to carry his 

cross. And when they came to a place called 

Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they 

offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but 

when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And 

when they had crucified him, they divided his 

clothes among themselves by casting lots; then 

they sat down there and kept watch over him. 

Over his head they put the charge against him, 

which read, ‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.’ 

Then two bandits were crucified with him, one 

on his right and one on his left. Those who 

passed by derided him, shaking their heads and 

saying,  Crowd: You who would destroy the 

temple and build it in three days, save yourself! 

If you are the Son of God, come down from the 

cross.  Matthew: In the same way the chief 

priests also, along with the scribes and elders, 

were mocking him, saying,  Crowd: He saved  

 

 

directed them; they brought the donkey and the 

colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on 

them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 

the road, and others cut branches from the trees 

and spread them on the road. The crowds that 

went ahead of him and that followed were 

shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is 

the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ When he entered 

Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, 

‘Who is this?’ The crowds were saying, ‘This is the 

prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’  

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Matthew, Matthew 27.11 

Matthew: Jesus stood before the governor; and 

the governor asked him,  Pilate: Are you the King 

of the Jews?  Matthew: Jesus said,  Jesus: You say 

so.  Matthew: But when he was accused by the 

chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then 

Pilate said to him,  Pilate: Do you not hear how 

many accusations they make against you?  

Matthew: But he gave him no answer, not even to 

a single charge, so that the governor was greatly 

amazed. Now at the festival the governor was 

accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, 

anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had 

a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So 

after they had gathered, Pilate said to them,  

Pilate: Whom do you want me to release for you, 

Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?  

Matthew: For he realized that it was out of 

jealousy that they had handed him over. While he 

was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent 

word to him,  Pilate’s wife: Have nothing to do 

with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a 

great deal because of a dream about him.  

Matthew: Now the chief priests and the elders 

persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to 

have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them,  

Pilate: Which of the two do you want me to 

release for you?  Matthew: And they said,  Crowd: 

Barabbas.  Matthew: Pilate said to them,  Pilate: 

Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the 

Messiah?  Matthew: All of them said,  Crowd: Let 

him be crucified!  Matthew: Then he asked,  Pilate: 



Our Service Today 
All Church of England churches have been 
closed during the Coronavirus pandemic 
until further notice but we have an online 
services today at 9.30 which can be found 
at: rawchurch.org.uk/digital-services 

For this service please bring a springtime 
branch from the garden into your homes to 
hold up and be blessed at the beginning of 
the service. As the choir sings we can then 
wave our branches as we travel in our 
hearts and minds with Jesus to the Cross. 
(N.B. Many Christian countries use branches 
from the garden when there are no palms).  

Holy Week and Easter Services can also be 
found online at  
rawchurch.org.uk/holy-week-and-easter-
2020 

Our website contains some very useful  
resources to help you grow your faith at 
home during this time of lockdown.  

others; he cannot save himself. He is the King 

of Israel; let him come down from the cross 

now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in 

God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; 

for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’  Matthew: The 

bandits who were crucified with him also 

taunted him in the same way.  From noon on, 

darkness came over the whole land until three 

in the afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus 

cried with a loud voice,  Jesus: Eli, Eli, lema 

sabachthani?  Matthew: that is, Jesus: My God, 

my God, why have you forsaken me?  

Matthew: When some of the bystanders heard 

it, they said,  Crowd: This man is calling for 

Elijah.  Matthew: At once one of them ran and 

got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on 

a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the 

others said,  Crowd: Wait, let us see whether 

Elijah will come to save him.  Matthew: Then 

Jesus cried again with a loud voice and 

breathed his last. At that moment the curtain 

of the temple was torn in two, from top to 

bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were 

split. The tombs also were opened, and many 

bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep 

were raised. After his resurrection they came 

out of the tombs and entered the holy city and 

appeared to many. Now when the centurion 

and those with him, who were keeping watch 

over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took 

place, they were terrified and said,  Centurion: 

Truly this man was God’s Son!   

This Week and Beyond 

100 Club Draw for Sunday 29 March 2020 has 
taken place and the winners were 1st Gillian 
Tipton. 2nd Ruth Johnston.  3rd William  
Hazelton. Pauline Waters 

A Game to play  if you use the Home Ministry 
Prayer Cycle See what odd pairings you can 
spot. This morning Pauline and I had a laugh 
that I, without an artistic bone in my body, was 
paired with “The Arts”. No prizes, but you may 
spot things that make you smile. Colin. 

Contact us - The Ministry Team would very 
much like to keep in touch with everyone 
during this unusual season we are in. We have 
compiled an up to date database of names, 
addresses, email addresses and phone num-
bers and would like to make sure that no one 
is forgotten and that we have a preferred way 
of contacted everyone. Using email and the 
website and Facebook pages are obvious and 
easy ways for us to communicate but we are 
equally aware that people might like to re-
ceive a letter, talk on the phone or have a 
video chat. If you can contact the office by 
email preferably but of course do call if you 
prefer, with your details and let us know your 
preferred contact method (which might be 
more than one) - Christine 
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