
Dear Parishioners of Ross, Walford, Brampton 
Abbotts and beyond! 

The economic impact of COVID-19 on the world 
is mind-bending. Who would have imagined that 
benchmark US crude oil could trade 
with negative prices, as they did for the first time 
in history last Monday? And we are all aware of 
the financial strain this crisis is placing on every 
individual, home, church, business, and country.  

One business sector that must surely be in dire 
straits is the one which is based on foretelling 
the future. Those who apparently have some 
way of seeing into the future and (who for a 
modest sum) will tell us what to expect. How 
amazing that no soothsayer, modern day 
prophet, fortune teller or psychic was able to 
warn us of COVID-19… We have had the rug 
pulled out properly from underneath us – and no
-one saw it coming.  

Dazed and confused. Dashed hopes. Sad and 
downcast. Emotions we are very familiar with … 
but also emotions that Clopas and the other 
disciple felt as they left Jerusalem for Emmaus, 
in this Sunday’s gospel reading. They could not 
make sense of Jesus’ death and then the reports 
of an empty tomb. They were looking for some 
narrative, some way of holding all these things 
together in a way that made sense. And then a 
“stranger in Jerusalem” drew near and walked 
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with them, and as he spoke their hearts burned 
within them, and their spirits were lifted.  

I am no oracle or seer but I think it is clear that 
we are not going to be able to pick up at the 
point where we left off when the coronavirus 
struck our world.  We are looking at a protracted 
and staggered return to greater social contact, 
and in the interim we have to adapt to being 
largely “contactless”. Some of these adaptions 
will remain as the foundations of our new 
normal. Churches are likely to be among the last 
places that will be opened to the public again, 
and when they do they will probably have strict 
distancing policies in place. Thus, being a “digital 
church” and having an online presence will 
continue to be essential to gather and to 
spiritually nurture our parishes. If, like me, you 
view technology as you would an abrasive work 
colleague, it is time for us to make peace with 
the PC, with Zoom and with recorded services. 
They are here to stay.  

Walking with us along this difficult road is the 
risen Christ. We may not always recognise him 
but he is always present where there is love for 
God and love for neighbour. Always. And as he 
walks with us, I believe that some things will 
begin to make sense. The coronavirus has held 
up a mirror to our society and it has shown us 
where our values are skewed, and where we 
have acted in ways that are selfish and self- 
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destructive. Where we turn away from such 
things; where we take positive lessons from the 
crisis; where we grow in compassion and 
concern; where our hearts burn within us at the 
prospect of something better, the risen Christ is 
present.  

But equally, the coronavirus has wounded us 
very deeply. We have lost loved ones, lost 
businesses, lost opportunities, lost lifestyles, lost 
church as we know it. It is human nature to seek 
meaning in suffering. Why did this happen? 
What did we do to deserve this? And most often 
there really is no adequate answer to such 
questions - just a slow realisation that suffering is 
part of life and that it is largely random and 
unmerited. We must make peace with not 
always having reasons and answers for suffering, 
or we will continue to scratch open our wounds 
forever. It was in the breaking of the bread that 
Christ was made known in the Emmaus story. For 
the Christian the image of a wounded, broken 
Christ; of his sharing in our experience of the 
injustice and suffering of life, and of his triumph 
over it, gives us meaning and strength in fire of 
adversity.  

We cannot see the future but that is okay 
because we gave a good idea of what we will be 
doing in the future. Our spiritual compasses are 
set to faith, hope, love and so, empowered by 
the Holy Spirit of God, we will be doing what we 
can to make faith, hope and love a reality in 
whatever future lies before us.   

With my love and prayers,  

Sean 

 

Today’s Collect 

Risen Christ, 
you filled your disciples with boldness and 
fresh hope: 
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 
and fill us with your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Pastoral Care and Funerals 

At this time our Rector, Sean, will be the only 
priest in Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts 
who will be able to minister to the dying and 
conduct funerals. If there are any pastoral 
emergencies please contact Sean.  

We pray for those who are ill 

Pam Altree and Mary Hope and all those  
infected and affected by the coronavirus 

We remember those who have died 

Jennifer Oates and Monica Bond and we pray 
for their families and loved ones, and for all 
those who mourn at this time. 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Acts 2.14a, 36-41 

On the day of Pentecost, 14 Peter, standing 
with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
the crowd, 36 ‘Let the entire house of Israel 
know with certainty that God has made him 
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.’ 37 Now when they heard this, they 
were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to 
the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we 
do?’ 38 Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 
For the promise is for you, for your children, 
and for all who are far away, everyone whom 
the Lord our God calls to him.’ 40 And he 
testified with many other arguments and 
exhorted them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from 
this corrupt generation.’ 41 So those who 
welcomed his message were baptized, and that 
day about three thousand persons were added 
to their number.  

Second Reading 1 Peter 17-23 

17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges 
all people impartially according to their deeds, 



body there, they came back and told us that 
they had indeed seen a vision of angels who 
said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who 
were with us went to the tomb and found it 
just as the women had said; but they did not 
see Jesus.’ 25 Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how 
foolish you are, and how slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have declared! 
26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah 
should suffer these things and then enter 
into his glory?’ 27 Then beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted 
to them the things about himself in all the 
scriptures. 28 As they came near the village 
to which they were going, he walked ahead 
as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him 
strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is 
almost evening and the day is now nearly 
over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 30 
When he was at the table with them, he took 
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to 
them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and 
they recognized Jesus; and he vanished from 
their sight. 32 They said to each other, ‘Were 
not our hearts burning within us while he 
was talking to us on the road, while he was 
opening the scriptures to us?’ 33 That same 
hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; 
and they found the eleven and their 
companions gathered together. 34 They 
were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and 
he has appeared to Simon!’ 35 Then they 
told what had happened on the road, and 
how he had been made known to them in 
the breaking of the bread.  

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom again this 
week, at 9am each weekday.  

Follow the link from our benefice website to 
join in. 

You will also find the order of service which 
you can use to pray Morning Prayer at home, 
or with us via Zoom.  

live in reverent fear during the time of your 
exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed 
from the futile ways inherited from your 
ancestors, not with perishable things like silver 
or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of 
Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or 
blemish. 20 He was destined before the 
foundation of the world, but was revealed at 
the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through 
him you have come to trust in God, who raised 
him from the dead and gave him glory, so that 
your faith and hope are set on God. 22 Now 
that you have purified your souls by your 
obedience to the truth so that you have 
genuine mutual love, love one another deeply 
from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, 
not of perishable but of imperishable seed, 
through the living and enduring word of God.  

Gospel Reading Luke 24.13-35 

13 On that same day, two of the disciples were 
going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each 
other about all these things that had happened. 
15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus 
himself came near and went with them, 16 but 
their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 
And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing 
with each other while you walk along?’ They 
stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, 
whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are 
you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does 
not know the things that have taken place there 
in these days?’ 19 Jesus asked them, ‘What 
things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people, 20 and 
how our chief priests and leaders handed him 
over to be condemned to death and crucified 
him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one 
to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is 
now the third day since these things took place. 
22 Moreover, some women of our group 
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 
morning, 23 and when they did not find his 



Our Service Today 
All Church of England churches have been 
closed during the Coronavirus pandemic 
until further notice but we have an online 
service today at 9.30 which can be found 
at: rawchurch.org.uk/digital-services 

This Week and Beyond 

Hereford Diocese are broadcasting a digital 
service from a different location each week. 
This week all of the Intergenerational  
Missioners have produced a service  
between them , led by Lizzie Hackney our 
Lead Intergenerational Missioner. You can 
watch it anytime from 10am on Sunday on 
the Hereford Diocese Facebook page or on 
YouTube https://youtu.be/StFbbmL__Ho or 
follow the link on our own website. Christine 

Growing Faith at Home 
Our website contains some very useful   
resources to help us all grow in faith at 
home during this time of lockdown.  
Visit:   
https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/  
 

On this page you will find some specially 
written resource sheets with ideas about 
daily prayer and bible reading at home,  
so that we can all go on living and growing 
as Christians through this time.  
 

One of the suggestions is reading the gospel 
reading that is set for each day. You will 
find the references for the daily readings 
above, and reading ideas on the webpage.  
 

There are also short videos of prayerful 
craft activities for all ages.   
 

Please take a look, have a go, and share the 
resources with others to encourage them as 
well.  

The charming graphic below, and the caption 
that goes with, it has been created by the 
Anglican Communion to encourage us as 
Anglicans across the world at this time of 
lockdown.   
It’s also a reminder of our special Anglican 
calling to pray for and care about all the  
people of the parishes entrusted to our care.  

Gospel readings through this week  
Download an info sheet on reading,  
reflecting and praying with the gospel  
reading set for each day  from our website. 
(See link below) 
Mon: John 6.22-29 
Tues: John 6.30-35 
Weds: John 17.12-26 
Thurs: John 6.44-51 
Fri: John 14.1-14 
Sat: Matthew 10.24-27 
Sun: John 10.1-10 

 

https://rawchurch.org.uk/digital-services
https://youtu.be/StFbbmL__Ho
https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/

